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“NOW WHEN JESUS WAS BORN IN BETHLEHEM”
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f ELIGION had run its course everywhere. The Romans had broken with [
5 R_ their old traditions, the Greeks worshiped principaly at the altar of “the %
f' unknown god,” the Jews were nauseated with the hollow hypocrisy of f
i Phariseeism, and the religions of Philistia, Moab, Ammon and all the nations of ;
Y antiquity were dead and almost forgotten. The whole Gentile world lay in spir- g
f itual darkness and moral decay, and even among the Jews, God’s chosen people, f
§ no real prophet, sent of God, had lifted his voice in almost four hundred years. K
. And yet it was the climax of an age of intellectual and material progress.
§ Greek, the finest and most accurate language ever spoken by mortal lips, was

i known and spoken everywhere. Splendid roads, built by government experts,
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penetrated every populous province. Roman soldiers, the best disciplined that
ever lived, held the vicious in check. Ceasar ruled all lands. And all the world
was at peace. _

Then Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea to raise anew the prophet’s
voice, to dispel spiritual darkness and to arrest the world’s moral decay. His
provisions were commensurate to the whole world’s need. His coming was both
timely and efficient. His preachers would need the universal language which was
already for use, His ambassadors would travel the military roads of Rome and His
disciples would profit by the security which Ceasar’s iron hand provided. With-
in three hundred years Jesus Christ would change the moral map of the world
and proud Ceasar would bow in worship before “The Babe of Bethlehem,” now
become the risen Savior and the ascended Lord. The stage was all set both in
heaven and on earth when Jesus Christ was born, and all who date their letters of
friendship and business papers in the civilized lands of the world acknowledge
His birth as the outstanding occurrence on this planet of ours.

But, also, ““When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea’” He brought to us
the message and power of our own “new birth.” Just as His birth in the stable
was the beginning of His life in our form and in our world, so our birth by His
Spirit is the beginning of our life in His kingdom. Christmas is but a form un-
til its anti-type is wrought in us, making us ‘‘new creatures.” He was manifested
to be *‘Christ, the Lord,” and when we come to Him in surrender and in faith He

does become such for us and in us. Personal salvation makes Christmas Christ-
mas indeed.
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AND YET, EVEN THE SANCTIFIED CAN
BACKSLIDE
CORRESPONDENT asks for an explana-
A tion of Hebrews 6:4-6, and then goes on to
say, “‘I understand that these verses refer to
the individual who has professed to be saved and
sanctified. And if so, God being the only one who
is able to deliver one from inbred sin, how then does
‘the old man' of sin reoccupy the human soul? It
hardly seems possible that God would let Satan im-
plant again the sin principle into our being. I believe
the greater per cent of those who backslide were never
sanctified, even though they did profess to be. These
verses and the thoughts that accompany them natur-
ally lead one to think of our present day “high pres-
sure salesmanship” methods of altar work, through
which so many get up and profess without a real
heart-felt experience.”

Now this is a delicate matter; for I think the
brother is partly correct in his indictments, and yet
I think he is in a state of mind in which the evil one
is likely 1o take advantage.

In the first place, the scripture in question is
authority for the statement that Christians may back-
slide from the very highest state of grace attainable
in the world, and against dangers of such backsliding
we are here and elsewhere most earnestly warned. In
the second place the backsliding in question is not the
ordinary kind of backsliding, but the specific kind to
which the Hebrew Christians were exposed—that of
returning 10 their Judaism. And the hopelessness
of those who turn from Christ to the old sacrifices of
the law, or who turn from Christ 1o some other person
or method of salvation, does not hold with reference
to those who are simply overtaken by temptation or
ground down by the burdens of life until their faith
breaks and they give up. For while there is no hope
of salvation for those who reject Christ and seek
salvation in some other way, there is full hope for
backsliders from any state of grace who will earnestly
repent and turn again to God for salvation through
Jesus Christ. There is no state of grace in this life
from which we may not backslide, and there is no state
of backsliding from which we may not be reclaimed,
if we repent and turn again to God.
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And yet there are many dangers surrounding the
altar service and the efforts there made to help souls
to God. Especially, we think, is there danger that
altar workers will assume that the seeker knows as
much as they do and that failure to immediately
“pray through” is pure stubbornness or nonsense.
This results in impatience and in undue urging, and
in shallow professions.

But on the other hand, there is danger that altar
workers and revival leaders may possess and show a
lack of interest which will affect the seeker and finally
cause him to drift away from conviction or else settle
down to a false peace which comes only of his dead,
human inertia. An old revival associate of mine used
to say, when the altar service lagged, “I would rather
die any way than to be dragged to death.” And if
you know the history of soul struggles, you know that
many have lingered so long on the ‘‘seeker” plane
that they become “chronics’’—always seeking but
never finding. Of course people like this never back-
slide, for they never get any grace to backslide from.
And no matter what the method, we have to watch
all the time to keep the spiritual plow from running
out of the ground. If we don’t hasten the seekers
through, some will draw back into indifference or
profess on the basis of a sort of “worn out” ability.
If we do urge them, some will profess without paying
the price and getting through. But if they really get
through—no matter about the method—they are
through. It is really egotistical to intimate that you
got through ‘“‘gloriously,” as compared with anyone
else who got through at all. If he is through he is
through, just as well as you are. Every true con-
version is just as good as another, and ever case of
real sanctification is just as good as another—no mat-
ter about the demonstration.

And after all, perhaps General Superintendent Wil-
liams is right in saying that about the most we can
do in the promotion of the work of God is to “create
a proper atmosphere.” For we do know that it is
possible for God's people, by prayer and praise and
preaching and faith, to create an atmosphere about
the place of meeting that makes it more difficult for
souls to be deceived and easier for them to actually
meet God. The atmosphere may easily become “in-
tellectual,” so that seekers will be inclined to accept
the logic which they hear and.‘‘take it by faith,” with
no actual results in the matter of an inwrought spir-
itual change. And then it is easy for the atmosphere
to become ‘“‘emotional” to such an extent that seekers
will have a tendency to be carried away by the frenzy
of the hour and profess on the basis of a sensuous feel-
ing without meeting the proper conditions for genuine
faith. Our duty is to preach the truth, keep the pres-
ence of the Spirit of God, maintain an atmosphere of
faith and solidarity in matters pertaining to the con-
ditions of faith, to make the teaching side as clear
and definite as possible and then to have patience
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while souls answer the call of God and meet the pre-
liminaries required of those who would know Him.

As to how God can suffer Satan to defile a heart
once made pure by the Holy Spirit: Adam sinned, you
know, and became depraved by his sinning. In other
words, as a pure being, he sinned and fell. And if
Adam could do that, one cleansed by the Spirit can do
it. Sanctification does not remove the power of moral
choice, and does not take us out of a world of proba-
tion; and these two things are all that are required
to make sinning possible. That sinning does usually
spring from the depraved nature within, none will dis-
pute; but that it can also become the cause and oc-
casion of depravity, as well as the fruit of it, careful
students of the history of sin cannot deny. If this in-
volves a mystery concerning the divine wisdom and
goodness, remember that God has chosen to endow
man with the godlike power of moral choice and that
that power involves much that is beyond human com-
prehension and explanation.

THE GREAT BIRTHDAY OFFERING

It happens this year that we shall celebrate our
Lord’s birthday and His resurrection on the same day
—for Christmas comes on Sunday. This gives us
double cause to make it a day of thanksgiving and
praise. For when we think of Bethlehem it reminds
of the measureless love which sent Jesus to be our
Savior, and when we turn to the {irst day of the week
it speaks of power and glory and endless life.

For some time now it has been the custom in
churches of the Church of the Nazarene to take an
offering on the Sunday nearest Christmas for some
special object connected with the program of the
church. This year the offering is for the purpose of
removing the last unit of debt from the General
Church. It is a memorable offering, the success of
which will mark an epoch in our denominational his-
tory. Dr. Morrison and others have explained the
details in these pages, and have their one last appeal
on other pages of this issue; these things I need not
repeat. But these lines will reach you just a day or
two before the time set for this special offering, and
it may be that some of you have hesitated, undecided
as to how enthusiastically you will enter into the offer-
ing on Christmas Day. It reminds us of the time at
the battle of Trafalgar, when the English fleet was
maneuvering to enter the most outstanding battle of
its history. Lord Nelson was in command. All eyes
were upon the flagship, watching for any final mes-
sage which might be given. Finally it came, and these
were the words: “England expects every man to do
his duty.” There was a thrill in every heart, and ev-
ery man did do his duty nobly.

Next week the “results” of the Christmas offering
for the general indebtedness of the church will begin
to come in, and these will speak volumes as to whether
all have done their duty. But ere the day has come,
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and on its very eve, please suffer this one more exhor-
tation: “Make the Christmas offering for the clearing
of the old church debt liberal.” How much, indeed,
it would mean, if Dr. Morrison could come out in the
HeraLp oF HoLINESS in one of the January issues and
say: “Do you know that our people gave the $78,000
we asked of them and that the debt is paid?” Now if
we all do our best, he will be able to say that. And
if we all believed that all the others would do it, we
doubtless would do our share and the task would be
completed. This is a time for faith in our brethren.
Let us sincerely believe that the others will do their
share, and that it only wants our share to make the
offering full. Then let’s cast our offerings into the
treasury of the Lard and receive the blessing to which
we as individuals and as churches and as a whole de-
nomination are entitled.

The next word on this subject will be to announce
the results. And what shall this announcement show?

THE COMPANIONATE MARRIAGE FARCE
OR some months now Judge Lindsey of Denver,
Colorado, has been lecturing about the country,
having a great deal to say about the prevalence

of immortality among America’s youth, bewailing the
increase in divorce and, among other things, suggest-
ing “Companionate Marriage’’ as a remedy for im-
morality and also for divorce. In simple words, the
companionate marriage is a trial marriage, and Judge
Lindsey’s idea seems to be that if men and women
could enter into marriage as a temporary arrange-
ment they would do this instead of indulging in pro-
miscuous immorality. And again, if the law permit-
ted marriage on a time basis, providing that it could
be made permanent or allowed to end at a given time,
divorces would not be so common.

Now when it comes right down to the facing of the
issue, it may be that something of the expected re-
sults prognosticated by Judge Lindsey would follow.
The only trouble is that the remedy is worse than the
disease it proposes to cure. The companionate, trial or
temporary marriage is not and cannot be made mar-
riage at all. So all parties to it would be immoral all
the time. And as to this plan’s remedying the divorce
evil, it could not do that, except as anarchy remedies
the evils of government, and as abandonment to sin
makes one “free from righteousness.” This com-
panionate marriage propasition is in line with the
general tendency of the times to call wrong right and
to do away with sin and crime by legalizing them.

No, if we have sin and crime it is better to brand
them what they are and to keep them illegal and to
seek to suppress them by every possible means. They
may still exist, but they cannot completely demoral-
ize us while we yet protest against them. If we must
have immorality, let it ever be branded as immorality;
if we must have divarce, let it still be the badge of
failure and of shame.

Of course the laws of none of the states provide
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for companionate marriages, and all these which are
called such are not so, but are real marriages which
will last until one ol the parties thereto dies, unless
dissolved by divorce. A few doty fellows hke Judge
Lindsey may find notoriety (though their populanty
will scarcely be acclaimed) by lecturing on such
themes, but it is scarcely conceivable that any consid-
erable number of the citizens of the land will become
sufficiently agitated to even tolerate the suggestion
that our laws be so changed as to permit the tearing
away of the very foundation of civilization by going
back to barbarism in the regulation of the home. And
certainly no one but an atheist would consent to give
his daughter in such a farce marriage,

But the whole idea of removing the cu'pability of
sin and crime by simply legalizing them is false. De-
fenders of liquor raise the hue and cry that we have
made Jiars and perjurers out of a large percentage of
our citizens by means of our prohibition laws. But
they are too early with this cry. They should have
waited until all of us who can remember “‘the good old
days of the open saloon” were dead. As it is, they
are talking to a few million of Americans who know
that liquor dealers and liquor drinkers never have had
the reputation of being careful about the truth and
about minding the law, when it had to do with their
business as dealers and drinkers. The only way to fix
it so that liquor dea'ers and liquor drinkers will not
break the law is to do away with the law—all law
regarding liquor and drunkenness. And this same
principle applies to sinners and criminals in general.
And yet it is better to have the laws and contend with
the offcnders than to go as a nation into anarchy and
base communism.

Perhaps the editor of the Portland Telegram is cor-
rect in his contention that we are just now over im-
pressed with that phrase “the right to be happy.” But
the fact is happiness cannot be found by being sought
directly. This is a broad and general saying, appli-
cable to every phase of life. But applying it to mar-
riage: when pcop'e marry with the idea that their own
mere happiness is the end to be sought they are quite
likely to be disappointed. If they marry on the basis
of pure love, with the full purpose to take their places
as home builders, as the parents of children, as citi-
zens of the nation, as members of the Church, as
sharers of burdens and as proper servants of mankind,
they will incidentally find the purest and most last-
ing happiness that can come to mortals in this world.
Marriage, today, is just as successful as any other in-
stitution in which humanity shares a large place. This
is a molly-coddle generation, composed of men and
women who are enervated by self-indulgence and weak-
ened by the want of responsibility, and the majority
of them fail in every field. In business they become
dishonest and turn to chicanery, crookedness, and
banditry. In politics they become corrupt, in educa-
tion they drift toward veneer, in society they set
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reputation in the place character should occupy. So
what wonder that they break down in marriage and in
the home?

It is proper that men and women should be happy,
and they are worth a great deal more to the world if
they are happy. But to make happiness the goal is to
miss it altogether. Liberty becomes bondage when it
becomes license, and happiness becomes discontent
when it becomes life’s highest good.

The disease of mankind is too deep to be reached by
a mere liberalizing of law. There must be a magnifying
of grace. More knowledge, even though that knowl-
edge is gathered from experience, will not save us as
individuals and as nations. The only hope thete is
is in Christ. And the only way this hope can be real-
ized is by our coming into the most vital relationship
with Christ. We must be made good as well as wise.
Education, legislation, reformation and every human
remedy to be effective must have old-time, Bible sal-
vation for its foundation and for its inspiration. The
only hope for the individual is genuine, transforming
salvation through Christ, and the only hope of the
nation is in a wide-reaching revival of the Pentecostal,
New Testament type.

EDITORIAL COMMENTS

Dr. N. B. Shade of Florida says, “The man who
was healed of blindness preached a great setrmon. Read
it in John 9:31. He said, ‘Now we know God heareth
not sinners; but if any man be a worshipper of God,
and doeth his will, him he heareth.” We must wor-
ship God and do His will, if we expect to get our
prayers through.”

The Free Methodist brought to us today the fol-
lowing on “The Slanderous Story,” from “Five Thou-
sand Modern Illustrations’':

A farmer's wife had spread a slanderous stary ahout her
pastor through the village and soon the whole countryside
had hcard it. After half a year the woman hecamc sick and
then confessed that the story was untrue and after her recavery
came to the parsonage to ask for pardon. The ald pastor said:
“Of course, I will gladly pardon you, if you will comply with a
wish of mine” ‘“Gladly,” replied the woman. “Go home, kill
a coal black hen, pluck thc fcathers and put them into a
basket and bring them here.” In half an hour she was back.
“Now,” said the pastar, “ga through the village and at each
strcet corncr scatter a few af these feathers, the remaining anes
take to the tap of the bell tower and scatter to the winds,
then return,” She did so. “Now ga through the village and
gather the feathers again, but so that not ane is missing.” The
woman looked at the pastor with astonishment in her face
and said, “Why, that is impossible! The wind has scattered
them over the fields and everywhere!” “And so,” said he,
“while I forgive you gladly, do not foerget that you can never
undo the damage your untrue words have donel”

Eradication and suppression are both taught in the
Bible. The former is God's method of dealing with
sin and the latter His method of dealing with frailty.
We are to be made ““free from sin,” but we are ta
keep our bodies under, and bring “into captivity every
thought to the obedience of Christ.”
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CHRISTIAN CIRCLES ABOUT JESUS

By Rev. G. M. Hammond

Text: Draw nigh to God and he will draw nigh to
you (James 4:8).

HEN any important personage comes to
. the stage of action, and people, by the
nature of circumstances, are forced to have

to do with him, think about him, and take a stand with
or against or with respect to him, they naturally form
about him in circles. Wilson and Lincoln are good
examples. There were the amazed circles, the out-
raged circles, the friendly circles, the enemy circles, the
helping circles, the hindering circles, the outer circles
and ‘the inner circles. America grouped itself about
these men in circles. So were the circles about Jesus.

The greater the character, the more the circles, and
the closer the lines are drawn. There were and always
have been more circles about Jesus than about any
other character in history,

went back to the same old routine, absolutely too
stupid to know that life is more than existence. So
stupid that they never lifted their eyes in wonder. So
Jesus came and taught, wrought and died, arose and
ascended, and started His kingdom; and this circle
never missed a half day from their work; never made
the slightest change in their stuptd program on account
of Him. How many hundred such are in our city,
state and nation today! And not all are ignorant,
either, as far as the ways of this world are concerned.
They are found with varying degrees of intelligence in
every class and calling in life.

Then there was and is the indifferent circle. We
cannot say that they are just stupid. They think it
is smart to be “too busy.” They say, “We are men of

And such tense circles they
are and have been! Every-
one knows Jesus was not re-
ceived by all men alike. He
is one thing to one group
and quite another to another
group.

There was a small stir fi-
nally in Palestine over Jesus.
There were no printing
presses, daily papers, tele-
phones or radios, but in time
the news spread from mouth
to mouth until the vast ma-
jority of the people of that
country knew that Jesus was
the issue of the day. The
citizens of His country vol-
untarily or involuntarily
formed themselves into
circles with regard to Jesus.

First was the stupid circle.

A Place To Serve

By Mary W. DrakE
Dedicated to Miss Lue Miller

A place to serve the fallen ones
God's given me loday,

To give Chnist’s balm to broken hearts,
To teuch God's righteous way.

A song of praise for heaviness,
To comfort those who mourn,

The pnison doors to open wide,
For those who've shackles worn.

1 sometimes think Lthese burdens press
Too hard for me Lo bear,

But He who wore the crown of lhorns,
My thorns will help me wear.

And at this glorious Christmas tide,
While Christ is studl my stay,

Will you from joys and cares take time
To think of us and pray.

affairs. We have had reforms before. Business is
business. Money is money.
Time is time. Yes [ saw

Him, I heard Him, I thank
you for the invitation, but
if I am going to get what I
want in this world I must
keep on the job.” So they
deliberately let life's biggest
issue pass. While violence
and pgreat sins today are
damning ten, indifference is
damning its thousands.
Then comes the blind
circle. They are not stupid,
neither knowingly indiffer-
ent. They have good natural
eyes. Multitudes of this
crowd went out to hear
Jesus, but they were blind
and could not and would not
see. They heard Him, knew
He was somebody and that
He spake and did wonders,

Stupid is the best word I
can find for this circle. Away out on the edge you

will ever find this circle. The biggest thing the coun-
try had ever had was now going on—never so much
talk and excitement, never so much revolutionary
teaching, never such miracles—yet there was a circle
that went right on day after day with their ordinary
life and tasks. Their Mondays through the Sundays
were just what they had been all their lives. They
drove their heavily laden donkeys to town with their
produce, passed right by the large crowds listening to
and discussing Jesus, and never stopped or made even
a casual inquiry. They made their exchange, ate their
meals, took their nap, got up, passed the crowd again,

but their spiritual eyes were
blinded by the love of sin. They lived in darkness

and loved darkness rather than light, because their

deeds were evil, and they refused to be exposed to
the light. They were blinded by prejudice, jealousy,
pride, tradition, selfishness, and many other things.
From this large, blind circle the small enemy circle
drew most of its sympathizers and mob members when
leaders sought to stir up strife against Jesus, and
when they finally succeeded in having Him crucified.
It was the blind leading the blind. Are you in that
pitiful, stubborn, willful, sinful blind circle today?

And now we have reached the enemy circle: Phari-
sees, Sadducees, scribes, Herodians, chief sinners, law-
less, the dupes of Satan, all lovers of darkness and all
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followers of false gods and falsehoods. This is a large
circle formed against Jesus today.

And here is the wonder circle: not so bad, but piti-
ful. They have seen and heard Jesus. They were
amazed; never missed a chance to see a miracle or
hear a discourse by Him, or about Him, and freely
said, ‘He is the biggest and best thing ever yet, I de-
clare it is amazing.” But they were not wise enough
or brave enough to press on to know Him and follow
Him. They came, they saw, they heard and went
away to wonder. But they had goods, the new life
would entail much effort and sacrifice, it would upset
traditions, and dangers were involved. They wondered,
did nothing, and died. What a circle of wonders about
Jesus today! You might as well be in the blind or
stupid circle as to ever be a wide-eyed wonderer, ever
standing on the outside and never pressing into the
center,

And now come the circles that followed Jesus. First
was the insincere circle. Some wished Him well, not
because they fully believed on Him, but because they
had axes to grind. They hated the Pharisees, Sad-
ducees, Herod, or Caesar, and saw in Jesus a chance
to get at their old enemy. Some followed for the
loaves and fishes. We ever have that “something for
nothing” circle which forms with almost any circle
that gets the biggest crowd or the most popularity for
the time. Some follow as Jong as the excitement is
pleasant and there is no real danger; but when the wed-
ding, the picnic, or the church supper is over, the music
stops, work begins and dangers are to be faced, this
circle vanishes as if into thin air. How Jesus must
have despised such followers! “I say unto you, I
never knew you.” This circle does not seem to be
diminishing any today. Every church, denomination
and cause has this circle about it, but when the heroes
press on 1o the cross, they will find that this circle has
long since vanished.

Then there is the sincere, secret circle. But the
deeper their sincerity became the less secretive they
were.  Jesus was thankful for the non-courageous who
really believed, but He never counted on them until
they came out into the open, There is no need of any
one’s being a secret disciple today. The less the
danger, the greater the sin in seeking to remain a
secret follower. Come out in the open and serve your
Lord. “Whosoever shall deny me before men, him
will I also deny before My Father which is in heaven.”

Now, learn a great lesson: The closer to Jesus the
circles get, the smaller. Take the circle of open be-
lievers: at the close of His earthly ministry the largest
crowd of believers ever assembled was five hundred.
I think more accepted John's baptism, but I am doubt-
ful of their final attitude toward Jesus until after
Pentecost. If they were real believers near the time
of His crucifixion, they were more or less secret be-
lievers. This circle is represented today by the really
bold believers who love the Lord and His church and
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are chief among its supporters—five hundred brave
and zealous persons out of every thousand or so. But
when Jesus sent them out, two by two, to all the places
He would come later, He selected just seventy, thirty-
five pairs. How does this correspond with today? If
Jesus were here today and going to pick out of two
thousand those who would under all conditions be
loyal, brave, zealous, self-sacrificing, ready to serve
and lead, real knights of the cross, Christians who have
love for Him enough to study the Bible, pray, prepare
for service—would the proportion be any greater than
seventy to five hundred?

And here is the world-forsaking, fully consecrated
crowd. The world is behind their back, property is
not considered their own, pleasure must not interfere,
no love for sin, no compromise, no selfishness, un-
bounded, perfect trust, compassion, willingness to suf-
fer, boldness in testimony and teaching, ready, willing,
constant service. There is much conversation in which
they listen more than they talk. There is ardent de-
sire to know His will and to keep His commandments.
This crowd had just eleven, and it was enlarged rather
slowly and with great care after Pentecost.

And now comes the inner circlé of the consecrated:
Peter, James and John. Are you following? This is
holy ground. There were just three in all the world
about Jesus who formed an inner circle; so surren-
dered, so zealous, so sin hating, so desirous of being
like Him and with Him in all His deeds and sufferings.
Today this inner circle is open to you, if you have it
in your heart to leave self and sin and wholly follow
Jesus.

And finally there is the John and Jesus circle; just
you and Jesus: that disciple whom Jesus loved; that
disciple who reclined on His bosom at supper; that
circle where there is nothing between. *Jesus, I love
Thee. If it will do any good, I will die with Thee."”
But Jesus gave him' a greater task—to live, teach,
preach, work, suffer great hardships and persecutions
and take care of His mother as if she were his own
mother. How well he lived and did it alll

The country and its churches are divided into these
circles today. What circle are you in, friend? The
worst people are in the circles the greatest distance
from Jesus; the best people in the ones nearest. Oh,
could I help you to really see that Christ is now a
reality, a person, a power; that He is approachable
and the inner circle is attainable! Oh, find some way
to get through to crowds and get into the inner circle!

KANSAS CITY, MO,

Church members and church leaders are quite gen-
erally “anxious and troubled about many things,” but
they often overlook the prime qualification for evan-
gelizing the world, and that is the baptism with the
Holy Ghost and fire upon the Church. This was the
qualification which Jesus emphasized.
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JESUS CHRIST, THE SAVIOR OF MEN

By Rev. H. D. Brown

HE Christian religion is received by all fol-

lowers of Jesus Christ as the only plan of sal-

vation which is acceptable to God and will
stand the test of the judgment day. This system of
religion has in it a central figure— Jesus Christ the
Savior—around whom al} plans revolve and in whom
all our hopes center; and this is according to His own
word. He says, ‘I am the resurrection and the life.”
“I am the way, the truth and the life.” “Come unto
me . . . and I will give you rest”” “Him that cometh
unto me I will in no wise cast out.”” He is called the
“Last Adam,” who was ‘“made a quickening spirit;"”
“The Alpha and Omega,” and “author and finisher
of our faith,” He is called the “blessed and only
Potentate;” the ‘‘chief corner stone;” ‘“the bright
and morning star;” “the
everlasting Father,” and

a sinless one. Jesus Christ, the Savior of man, came
as that sinless ransom to die as a redeemer and thus
make it possible for God to be merciful to the sinner,
This was the great primary object of His advent into
this world. The prophecies are luminous with the light
of the coming Redeemer and Savior. Many times His
death is spoken of as the great sacrifice for sin. All
through the Bible, in both the Old and New Testa-
ments, the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ is held up
as the means of our redemption. The long line of sac-
rifices under the old Jewish law all typified the one
great sacrifice which Jesus Christ would finally make
for the redemption of a lost race. The Bible is full
of this. His shed blood ryns like a crimson thread
through the entire Book. It is true that the life of
Jesus is an example, but the
death of Jesus is the sacri-

“the only begotten Son” of
God.

Since Jesus Christ is the
great central figure of Chris-
tianity, it becomes an im-
portant question what place

He {ith Gladness Men of Old

“As with gladness men of old
Did the guiding star behold,
As with joy they hailed its

ficial atonement by which
and through which we come
to God.

Here let us consider the
exemplary life and atoning
death of Jesus as set forth in

we give Him in our thought light, the Bible: There are about
and teaching; what position Leoding  omward, beaming twenty-[live passages of scrip- -
He holds in our lives and Sob':::[;. gracious Lord may ture in the New Testament
how He influences our con- ;,.,,' which refer to the example

duct. There is a class of
teachers who lay great stress
upon His example. When
they present Jesus Christ to
an audience they present
Him as a great, good man;
an example to be followed.
It is true that He was an
example of a beautiful char-
acter—a meek and quiet
spirit—of obedience unto
death, even the death of the
cross. We are told that He
set us an example, and we

Evermore be ted to Thee.

““As they oflered gifts most rare

At that manger rude and bare,

So may we with holy joy,

Pure and free from sin's alloy,

All our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to Thee, our heavenly King "

“Holy Jesus, every day,

Keep us in the narrow way,

And when earthly things are past
Brimg our ransomed sonls at last

Where they need no star to guide,
Where no clouds Thy glory hide

of Jesus and we are exhorted
to walk in His footsteps.
But it is safe to say that
there are hundreds of pas-
sages in the Old and New
Testaments which refer to
Jesus Christ as our Redeem-
er, our Savior, the Atoning
One, our Lord, our Priest
and King. He was in the be-
ginning with God and by
Him all things were made.
He suffered and finally died
on the cross to redeem a

are admonished to follow in
His footsteps. His spirit of
love, humility and obedience is beautiful, and may well
serve as an example in every walk and department of
life. But in considering this let us remember that the
object of His coming into the world was, first, that He
might redeem the race from the curse of the law;
that He came not simply as an example, but as the
Redeemer from sin. The law of God had been violated
and the penalty was death. The majesty of the law
must be upheld, the dignity of the divine government
must be maintained. The divine Being could not and
would not pardon sin until the penalty had been paid.

A ransom must be provided and this ransom must be

world from sin, and through
His name alone we may be
saved. Surely the redemption of man was the great
object of His coming. We must have the benefit of
His atonement before we can follow His example. His
atonement is the foundation of all our hope, for by it
we enter the fold.

It makes a vital difference how we regard Jesus
Christ. Do we look upon Him as man, a good man,
a great teacher of great influence, a fine example of
right living—but only a man? Or do we look upon
Him as the Lamb slain from the foundation of the
world, the promised Messiah, the Prince of Peace, the
Redeemer of the world, the God-man Who came and
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lived among men as the outpost of the divine character
to give to the world a conception of God—who illus-
trated holiness among men, who taught the right way
of God and finally died on the cross to redeem the
world from the curse of the law?

It seems that those who talk most about the example
of Jesus Christ say very little about His atonement.
In the Literary Digest of Nov. §, 1927, Dr. Harry
Emerson Fosdick is quoted as saying: ‘“The Christian
Social Movement, whose slogan is ‘Back to Jesus,’ has
brought home to us the towering fact that the religion
of Jesus was not primarily something to be believed,
but something to be done.” 1t appears quite clear that
those who are talking about getting back to Jesus and
following His example are talking about, the man, not
about Jesus Christ who was the God-man. The slogan
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“Back to Jesus'' may attract the attention of devout
people, especially the young, and call their thought
from the divine Savior to the ethics of some man-made
system. Those who deny the deity of our Christ are
not safe teachers in regard to the example of Jesus.
They are usually talking of the man, while we are
speaking of the Christ who was both God and man,
the divine Savior and the Atoning One.

Jesus Christ is the great central figure in Christi-
anity, in our redemption, in our personal experience
and in our final triumph and victory.

“Jesus, the Name high over all,
In hell, or earth, or sky.
Angcls and men before it fall,
And devils fcar and fly.”
SEATILE, WASH,

DIVINE HEALING IN THE ARBITRARY AND
SOVEREIGN WILL OF GOD

By Rev. E. E. Wordsworth

(Article 2)

Dividing to every man sevcrally as he will (1 Cor.
12:11).

As it hath pleased Him (1 Cor. 12:18).

And the prayer of faith shall save the sick (]Jas.
5:15).

N the preceding article we sought to satisfactonly
I answer two questions: namely, ‘‘Is healing in the

atonement?” and, ‘Is it always the will of God
to heal?” Let us briefly refer again to the last ques-
tion mentioned. In James §5:14 we read, “Is any sick
among you? let him call for the elders of the church;
and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in
the name of the Lord.” Note our instructions:

1. In case of illness the elders of the church must
be called. It does not say we should anoint promis-
cuously and without the consent of the sick one, but
rather the sick one is asked %o call in the elders.

2. “And let them pray over him.” Why is this
instruction given? Dr. C. J. Fowler, of saintly mem-
ory, in his book on “Thoughts on Prayer,” suggests an
answer, He says in substance that if a call is extended
for him to come for an evangelistic campaign, he may,
and in all probability will, answer by saying,” I will
pray over this matter.” By this he means he wants
‘“to determine the will of God.”” So here James says,
“Let them pray over him.” Does he not mean to de-
termine the will of God? It would seem so.

Again let us note our first passage of scripture
mentioned with the caption of our article, “Dividing
to every man severally as he will.”” Paul is referring to
all the gifts here as the context will reveal, and among
those gifts is the gift of healing. A parallel passage
is, “As it hath pleased him.” He now refers to the
body and plainly informs us that jt was the divine
prerogative to place the members of the body “as it
‘hath pleased him.” It is not the prerogative of the

creature to determine the locating of the members of
the physical man, but rather it was, and is, wholly in
the arbitrary and sovereign wili of God. The Infinite
and the Absolute and the Omniscient must determine
this, and He alone. The creature cannot dictate to
the Creator, the clay cannot assume the prerogatives
of the potter. It is ours to be plastic and passive in
the hands of the Master Potter and let Him mold,
fashion, design and decorate us to suit His wise pur-
pose. He knows best the kind of vessels we should be.

A very devout sister was afflicted with cancer, and
having been taught to believe it was her privilege in
answer to prayer and anointing by the elders to be
healed, and having read much to stimulate her faith for
healing, and being well indoctrinated because of the
teaching she had imbibed, called, and that repeatedly,
for the prayers of the elders. She refused medical aid
and the physician’s advice until this terrible disease
laid its poisonous hold upon the vital organs of the
body. Three ministers visited her bedside. Prayer
was offered and one minister anointed with oil. This
visiting minister demanded and claimed her healing
while the two other preachers, even though very de-
sirous to claim by faith her healing, and having sought
earnestly to offer the prayer of faith, left the sick
chamber with a consciousness that the prayer of faith
had not yet been offered. In a very short while she
passed on to see Jesus and is now with the blood-
washed and the redeemed. It evidently was not the
will of God to heal His afflicted child, and the prayer
of faith was not offered else she would have been re-
stored. Let us then remember that before the anoint-
ing comes, “Let them pray over him."”

3. Does God use means in healing? Three classes
answer this question. One class looks to God and ig-
nores all means, Another uses means and forgets to
pray. A third class prays and uses means for re-
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covery from illness. There are three forms of healing
and we would classify them as follows: Supemnatural,
Natural, Remedial. By supernatural we mean that
form of healing ‘that is the result of the direct inter-
vention -and touch of the Almighty without any ma-
terial, natural or remedial aid. .It is the direct work
and operation of God. By natural we mean that
health is restored by a change of climate, rest, recre-
ation, diet, change of scenery, sleep and a cessation of
the violation of natural laws. By remedial we mean
that remedies, either medical or surgical, are employed
in the restoration to health.

We believe that all healing is divine, whether super-
natural, natural or remedial. No renowned physician
or surgeon will claim that remedies or medicines heal.
It is well known to physicians that 80% of all dis-
eases are cured by the ordinary processes of nature,
if given time. The physician and surgeon can assist
nature, and this they claim to do, and their advice
and aid are not to be dispensed with altogether. We
need them. God may work through the supernatural,
natural or remedial processes and in this way the Crea-
tor of life can restore and renew the body when it has
become impaired. It is not for me, the patient, but
for God, the Physician, to decide which means shall
be used. To confine God to the supernatural would
rule Him out of the natural. But God will not have
it so. A lump of figs was used with the prophet and
the Master anointed the blind man with clay and God
may still be pleased to use means.

We wish to say here that the child of God, when in
ill health, should not fail to first call in the elders.
Too many of God's children are entirely neglecting
this injunction. We are required, beloved, to ‘“call in
the elders.” To neglect this requirement may mean
the unnecessary prolonging of illness. “The effectual,
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”

4. Does God heal in answer to the prayer of faith?
We answer in the affiemative. Praise God, He surely
does. A Christian brother, a member of my church
in a recent pastorate, told me of his affliction, and re-
quested me to pray and anoint him for healing. To
this 1 gladly responded. With two or three other
Christians, 1 went to his residence. After a few mo-
ments of spiritual conversation and the reading of the
sacred Scriptures, we knelt 10 pray. We shall never
forget how that instantly the prayer of faith was in
our hearts and the copious tears unbidden flowed from
the eyes, and the sweet, pervading presence of God,
like the fragrance from an aromatic flower, filled the
room. The surgeon had told this friend of ours about
the malignant growth in his neck and informed him
that an operation was indispensable, and to delay was
dangerous. But that afternoon the divine Surgeon
instantly healed the man, and he is well today. Prayer
that day quickly turned to praise, and 1 confidently
told the brother that God had healed him, and we all
joined in the shouting together. It was real and di-
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vine. To God be all the glory!
brings healing.

Afflicted child of God, let me urge you to examine
your heart before God -and seek to know the-Master’s
will. Call for the man of God to pray with and for
you. Seek earnestly to offer the prayer of faith, and
rest your case in the arms of infinite love.

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.

The prayec of faith

Make a present to the Church on Christmas of its last
Debt.

FAITH IS THE VICTORY THAT OVER-
COMETH THE WORLD

By Pror. C. A. McCoNNELL

Perhaps the Big Bertha of the evil one in his warfare
against the saints of God is temptation to discourage-
ment. In the cleansed soul there is small probability
of defeat through the gross temptations, and when it
comes to the hand to hand conflict of the direct at-
tack of the forces of evil, the Christian, as a rule, has
learned to summon to his side in the instant, the “ten
legions of angels” if need be. But the bomb of dis-
couragement shot from the hidden, long-tange gun of
Satan, seems to fall without warning from a clear sky.
If the enemy can throw the soul of the Christian into
confusion, so that the armored front is turned about,
the shrapnel of fear and doubt and hopelessness may
find entrance into the fleeing body. To change the
figure and thought, it is not alone the spectacular
charge across No Man’s Land that wins the war. Not
alone the proud wearer of the croix de guerre is the
true soldier. The gore-soaked watcher in the shell pit,
the soil-covered mender of roads, the black-faced mule
driver—the never-known and seldom-lauded faithful
common private—he is the one upon whom the Gen-
eral depends. Not by power, not by might, but by
my Spirit, saith the Lord, are God's battles won.
Great actions may arrest attention, but no worthy
deed has desire for the spectacular as a motive. Not
the ability of Jesus to cast Himself unscathed from
the pinnacle of the temple, but His self-effacements
for the sake of lost man proved His deity. The
highest mark of courage is that which strengthens us
for the faithful, cheerful acceptance of those duties
of which no one may ever know. No! Israel is not
all decayed; God is not left without faithful witnesses.
In the day of revelation, multitudes of faithful lives
now hidden in the valleys of the commonplace will
come forth to shine in Christ’s own glory.

BETHANY-PENIE(, COLLEGE

There is no better evidence of personal Christianity
than the possession of the misisonary spirit, the de-
sire to see others saved and zeal to be an instrument
for bringing them in. Indifference toward the salva-
tion of others is indicative of personal deadness within.
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A Christmas Offering to Free the Church of Debilitating Debt

HRISTMAS!” 'Tis a day of giv-

ing gifts. But rarely do we give a

gift to ourselves! What man buys
himself a Christmas present? e buy
them for those we love, and in whom we
are interested.

Next to Jesus Christ himself do we not
love. the Church? Indeed, He declares,
that the Church is “His body.”
Personally, He is in heaven,
but the Church is here on
earth. It will be feet for thp ﬁ
Master, and run His errands. L’
It will be hands, and labor
for Him.
and think for Him. \When you
give a Christmas Offering to the Church, you really
give one to Him. Your General Superintendents are
urging you to make a present to the Church of the
Nazarene which you love, of enough to lift it out of
a sad, hindering harmful debt, on Christmas Day.

The Distressing Need of Such Help

We owe the debt. It is in the annuity or trust
funds. It has been incurred by unfortunate business
ventures, loans that later proved valueless, and interest
on annuities unearned by the annuity properties. It
is doubling up with accumulating interest at an alarm-
ing rate. If it is left unpaid, the church’s entire fi-
nancial fabric is threatened, or a later call must be
made for twice what we are calling for now. /¢t MUST
be paid sometime. Why wait, and pay a larger sum,
when we can pay today, and clear up the situation
with a smaller sum? Just now, at this Christmas
season, there is nothing more important than the pay-
ment of this debt.

The Church’s Honor is at Stake
The Church has its honor involved in this. We owe
the money * Shall we lose the honor of the church
for not more than an average of a dollar apiece around?
What local church would not more gladly pay its
amount, than to allow financial dishonor to come to
the denomination that you love?

The Salvation of Souls is at Stake

The church has poured interest into this old debt,
until it has lost thousands of dollars. Still the debt
is there. Now, there is a determined effort being made
to pay it off, and rid ourselves forever of it. This
will save many thousands of dollars a year in interest.
This interest will support many missionaries, build
numerous churches, and carry on many revivals. To
pay this debt off this Christmas, means to add hun-
dreds of souls to the lists of those won to God, by
means of the money saved from interest for spiritual
purposes. Not to pay, means those souls are lost.

It will be a mind, h’h\' To——

Peace an Lasth
Good Will te

| Men
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A Christmas Present to our Beloved Church

Let us give our own belaved church a Christmas
present. Let us rise up, and with great appreciation
of what the church means to us, lift it out of debt.
Let us do it with praise and song, and joyous giving.
The amount is not great when we all lift together.
And this is to be a concerted action. As you bring
your generous offering to Christ and the church on
Christmas morning, remember that thece are thou-
sands of men, women and children throughout the
great Nazarene movement who are doing likewise.
And your offering is a pledge of your love to Jesus
Christ, and a proof of your confidence in your breth-
ren everywhere. The success of this undertaking will
prove our devotion to the Master and our unity among
ourselves. Ve are, indeed, ‘“Compassed about with
so great cloud of witnesses” to whom this offering will
speak more eloquently than volumes devoted to the
preaching of devotion, unity and liberality. Could
any thing mean more in the eyes of men whom we
desire to reach with the messages of the gospel?
Could we do a thing more pleasing to our Lord Jesus,
the Great Head of the Church, at this Christmas
time? Then with joy we can turn our attention away
from debts and financial shortcomings and pour all
of our consecrated means into a great advance move-
ment for souls.

Y G e

T2 (sl oma_

/%, Wl

General Superintendents
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OUR NAZARENES OF THE EAST

By GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT J. W. GOODWIN

FTER the meeting of the General Board it

was my privilege to wisit Nashville, Tenn,,

where Trevecca College is providentially
located so near the very center of this great Southeast
Educational Zone. It was a great joy to be associat-
ed with Dr. Henricks, President of Trevecca College,
who has made such a heroic effort the past year to free
Trevecca from her crushing debt. Brother Wise, the
pastor of First church, has stood most loyally in this
great effort and has meant much to Dr. Henricks and
the board in this struggle to raise the needed money to
meet Brother Benson's generous offer to give dollar for
dollar to save this college from debt. Dr. Henricks,
with the assistance of Brother Wise, will have ac-
complished one of the great undertakings of his life
when this school is made free from debt. When the
campaign closed October 2 there was need of some-
thing like $6,000 more to complete the undertaking.
Brother Benson kindly extended the time, and we are
believing that before January 1 the needed $6,000
will be given by the friends of the school. With this
debt paid Trevecca should have a great place in the
educational work of our church. We believe this will
be true. The college has an ideal location. The campus
is all that one could desire, sufficiently large, beauti-
fied with ornamental shade trees, carpeted with green
most of the year, graced with brick college buildings.
Located at the very gateway of one of the greatest
growing cities in the Southeast, affording gracious op-
portunity for young people to work their way through
school, this college will come to the front as one of the
best of its kind. Hail the day when Trevecca is out
of debt, and then for a suflicient plan of endowment
to KEEP it out of debt.

I began, however, to write about our growing church
of the East. I was called to West Somerville, Mass,
1o dedicate their new and Beautiful brick church just
completed. What a struggle this church has had
through the former years! At times it seemed that
their great debt would crush their life away, and it was
hard indeed to succeed with this heavy burden ever
resting upon their weary shoulders. Rev. T. W. De-
Long, their present pastor, found a way to sell the en-
cumbered property for business purposes at a good
price. Taking advantage of this opportunity he se-
cured the cash needed to put up a new church build-
ing. He secured a new location not far from the old
one, and has built a beautiful brick church with Sun-
day school rooms which will accommodate a church
membership of good size and a large Sunday school en-
rollment. We were with them in the dedicatory con-
vention, lasting over two Sundays. It was a joy and
pleasure to see so many of our old friends and so large
a number of the preachers of the district who came to
this great feast of dedication. The house was packed,

the singing was most excellent, and the glory rolled in
tides. This beautiful church building was dedicated
Sunday afternoon, Oct. 16, free from debt. It was a
joy to be free from raising a large sum of money in the
service, for the income from the sale of the old church
supplied sufficient money to pay for the church build-
ing and also to provide a parsonage for the pastor.
However this local church felt such gratitude for the
good providences of God that they gladly took an of-
fering to be applied on the general debt of the church
in the “Emancipation Campaign” of the General
Board. Several hundred dollars were thus raised to
assist the district in meeting its allotment ia cash be-
fore January first of this year.

This dedicatory convention gave me a good oppot-
tunity to feel the pulse of our people and more fully
receive their spirit and faith. There is great enthusi-
asm among our people of the East, and they are push-
ing out into new fields in the organization of the work.
We became fully convinced that this is the great op-
portunity for the Church of the Nazarene in the New
England states. It must be confessed that our work
has had somewhat of a struggle for advanced ground
in the past years, as has been true of every other
movement for spiritual life in the materialistic hotbed
of scholastic modernism of Boston and the surround-
ing country. In our great cities which belch forth so
much smoke to mix with the fog, there is a new word
for this combination of smoke and fog, “smog.” There
seems to be a “spiritual smog"” coming forth from the
mouth of Modernism which has so beclouded the at-
mosphere as to dim the vision and deaden the faith
of God’s people in the aggressive warfare. But the sun
of pentecostal glory is breaking through this awful con-
dition of things somewhat, and a brighter day is dawn-
ing for our work in this great Eastern land. Amid it
all the people called Nazarenes have been more closely
united in faith, spirit and vision. At first our mave-
ment in the East seemed to show the effect of being
born in the midst of this spirit of independency, and it
has taken a few years to catch the step and for all to
undertake to do the same thing in the same way at the
same time. There is not a mare loyal, sincere, devoted
class of people to be found in all the world than we
have in New England. And when they get blessed they
are really blessed. And when they undertake anything
for God you may find them right there working and
toiling at the same job until it is accomplished.

The calls are now coming from all directions for our
church in the cities and towns of these New England
states. It is said that there are more than a thousand
vacant church buildings in the State of Maine, and
doubtless something like this is true in other states.
Oh, for a hundred young men who will go to these
neglected fields with a burden to live and die on the



DEecemMBER 21, 1927

field of battle for God and souls. Oh, for men of
strength and ability who can preach, and will preach,
with tears and heart throbs our glorious message of
full salvation. Yes, all around there is the valley of
dry bones, but some Ezekiel, with the fire and breath
of the Almighty, can breathe upon these bones and they
will live again as in the days of the greater revivals of
the long ago. Our Eastern Nazarene College is the
secret of this problem, for we shall soon have a large
company of young men and women {rom this school
filled with the fire of God to blaze their way through
the hills of our native land, planting centers of fire
everywhere,

The District Superintendent, Rev. H. V. Miller, is
one of the great evangelists of our church. He is a
great preacher, a great soul winner, and above all is
filled with heroism to plant the work in all places. He
is establishing new churches constantly, and we be-
speak for him a very large place in this great move-
ment. The outlook to me was never so good for our
work as at present in this great Eastern land. The
growth of membership was good last year, but the com-
ing years bid fair to bring this Eastern District up to
over 3,000. They have this in their favor that they
have one of the best organized districts in our whole
church, and have always been most devoted to the
genera) interests of the church. Their giving last year
was over 320.000 for missions and general interests,
w.th a membership of only 2,400. They are under-
taking to do even more this year, and gladly took their
shaie of the general debt. They all in New England
are saying just now, “I will meet you in Columbus,”
and we may look for a great gathering of this noble
band of loyal Nazarenes next June at the General
Assembly. More about New England and Eastern
Nazarene College in my next.

Make a present to the Church on Christmas of its last

Debt.
T at midnight—twelve o’clock sharp—on De-
cember 312 That the General Treasurer’s of-
fice has made a record “run” for most of this year,
and if the amount that each church owed, was paid
in before midnight of the close of this year, that we
will have closed the best financial year that the church
has seen in many years? And, do you know, that
unless the churches do pay in by that time, the record
is going to look almost as unhappy as it has in some
previous years? Dear pastors, will you not make a
determined effort to send any amount that your church
is delinquent, on the General Budget, in before the
year 1927 ends?
Do you know that many of the checks sent to the
foreign field are due to arrive home with the close of
the year? That when one does reach home it lessens

DO YOU KNOW?

HAT the books of the General Treasurer close
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just that amount at the bank here at home, and lowers
the Treasurer’s checking surplus to that extent? Do
you know that during the last day of December the
bank estimates the credit and standing of our church
by the amount that we have then on deposit over and
above the cancelled checks the bank holds? If our
surplus is gone, and we virtually have an over-draft,
that is, a loan, then they ‘‘size us up'” according to
that, and that estimate stands for the coming year.
If the churches will only pay in the amounts they are
behind on the General budget, we can have a fine show-
ing at the bank on the last day of December, and that
will give us a good standing for 1928. Will you not
make an extra effort, Brother pastor, to send in your
amount? If you cannot send it all, send in some of it!
Every little helps.

And while we are on this line of talk, let us say
that there are thousands of dollars out on the Pub-
lishing House books, and while it is making the best
showing that it has ever made in the way of volume
of business, nevertheless all of its bills and accounts
are rolling in the last of the month of December, and
it has to settle them. When it can settle them for cash,
it means a fine percentage saved. And every penny
saved on the Publishing House is a penny saved to
the good work of the church. Some of its promoters
are looking down the years when it can tuen its sav-
ings toward the support of the wornout preachers of
our church. It is not too much to say that if all the
ministers and members of the Church of the Nazarene
should send to their own Publishing House for all their
printing, and buy from it, or through it, all their books
and stationery needs, that the volume of business would
be so great as almost to support every neccssitous case
of our retired preacher vcterans! Will not everyone
who owes an account at the Publishing House pay it
this month? A dollar paid in now on these accounts
is worth considerably more than a dollac will be, if
paid in several months from now.

We surely do appreciate, and sympathize with, the
financial burdens of a pastorate. It seems sometimes
that it is money, money, all the time. However, this
is merely a part of the task that everyone in these
modern days is compelled to look after. And the gen-
eral interests of the church have to have it too. The
amount that each individual church owes looks small,
maybe, to that church. The pastor or the treasurer
says, ‘“‘Well our debt to the general interests is so small
they will never miss ours in the shuffle.”” But dear
heart, listen, the very thing that you are thinking, five
hundred others are thinking. And if you stop the small
amounts [rom [ive hundred sources, the gencral intcr-
ests are stranded! It is these small amounts from ev-
erybody that keep the cause going.

Consequently, again we beg of you, dear fellow-
worker, do something about the unpaid portion of
the General Budget that is due from your local church.
Do it before midnight, December 31. It will tremen-
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dously help the General Treasurer to give the church
a financial record that will gladden all hearts. It will
very greatly help at the bank, for acquiring credit an-
other year. It will cheer the hearts of all the faith-
ful missionaries on the other side of the world, for they
watch the rising and falling of the financial thermome-
ter of the church at home with as much solicitude as
‘“they that watch for the morning.” It will not mean
very much effort for each individual church to do this,
but when you think that there are five hundred at least
who are a trifle in arrears on the finances of the general
interests, it spells success or failure for the general
treasury. Let the measure of our Jove for the church
prompt our faithfulness in giving to her need!
J. G. Morr1soN, Executive Field Secretary.

AS

l Department of Bible Studies |
! Visions of Our Lord from the Word if
|

By Prof. . B. Galloway
S
Part ONE. FuUEL, FIRE, FoOD AND FAITH FOR THE
FamiLy Auntar
(The forty-eighth week’s portion)
1. Read Your Bible Through Section

1. For the Morning Watch, Job 27—31.

2. For Personal Meditation, Micah and Nahum.

3. For the Evening Devotion, Neh. 7—13.

The hours of devotion should be times of spiritual
uplift, Hear the words of the prophet Isaiah, “Arise,
shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord
is risen upon thee.” And again, “To appoint unto
them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of
praise for the spirit oY heaviness; that they might be
called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord,
that he might be glorified” (61:3). God always has
something better for Hie own. The ashes are the
emblems of the burnt-out, wasted experiences of the
past. Can the dead embers be made to glow againv
Yes, God has something better than anything you have
ever known or felt. You may exchange ashes for
beauty. The word beauty in the original signifies an
ornament, a headdress, something to make beautiful
and attractive. This crown of glory, the diadem of
the bride, may replace the shame and ashes of repent-
ance. Then we need not be ashamed to meet the
Bridegroom.  The hours of devotion are hours of
change, times of preparation for greater glories.

II. A Choice Verse to Hide in Your Heart for Each
Day
God Makes Rich
Sunday. Rich in temporal needs, Phil. 4:19.

Monday. Rich in wisdom and knowledge, Rom.
9:33.
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Tuesday. Rich in hidden treasures, Isa. 45:3.
Wednesday. Rich in good works, 1 Tim. 6:18.
Thursday. Rich in comfort, 2 Cor. 7:13.

Friday. Enriched in everything, 1 Cor. 1:5,

Saturday. For the same, 2 Cor. 9:11.

Part Two. THE WEEK's VisioN o Our Lorp
The Lion-Lamb Opens the Seven-sealed Book

Jesus the Slain Lamb. “And I beheld, and, lo, in
the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in
the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been
slain, having seven horns and seven eyes” (Rev. 51).
There is little difficulty in interpreting the meaning of
the Lamb. Jesus had been previously pointed out as
the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world.
The word lamb here is not the common word for lamb,
but may be rendered the little pet lamb. Jesus was
the precious favorite of God’s household who was given
up. The word slain indicates slain for sacrifice. The
lamb sacrificed on the Jewish altar was a type of this
the true Lamb upon the cross. The thrice repeated
seven of the verse reveals His perfection. ‘“In the
midst” indicates that He is the center of all creation
and should be the center of all.

Jesus the Lion of Judah. Jesus was the Lamb and
He becomes the Lion. He was slain before He be-
comes the King. “Behold the Lion of the tribe of
Judah . . . hath prevailed to open the book, and to
loose the seven seals thereof” (5:5). The first time
that the thought occurs that Jesus was to come as the
Lion of Judah is in Jacob's prophecy in Gen. 49:8-10.
What a contrast in the two titles of Jesus the Lamb,
the symbol of weakness, and the Lion, the symbol of
strength. There is a great contrast in the appearance
of the Christ of the first and second advent, yet the
same Christ,

Jesus the Seal-breaking Lion-Lamb. The scene in
the fifth chapter of Revelation is a very wonderful
event. A seven-sealed book is in the right hand of
the One upon the throne. And a strong angel cries
with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the book?"
John is much concérned because he knows of no one
who is able to open it. To him weeping comes the
message that the Lion-of the tribe of Judah has pre-
vailed to open the book. What does this all meant
What is the book?

We may look upon the Seven-sealed book as the
title deed of the world. It was written within and
without. It was no secret. Some of the most ancient
written titles to property are in this form. From the
ancient libraries of Babylon come books of clay tab-
lets. While the clay was soft the terms of the con-
tract were written with the stylus on the mud surface,
and that no alteration be made upon it another piece
of soft clay was wrapped about it as an envelope. Up-
on this seal the same terms were written. To verify
the agreement all that was necessary was to break the
seal and compare the two readings. The only one
who could do this was the one who could meet the con-
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ditions of the contract. Tbe Jews in the land could sell
their property outright only in exceptional cases. See
Lev. 25:25-55. If it was necessary for a poor man
to sell his land it could be sold only until the year of
jubilee. And it should be redeemed by a kinsman.
The case of Boaz redeeming the field for Ruth is an
example of this. In Jer. 32:6-14 we see the story of
a case of this kind. Jeremiah had the right of redeem-
ing a field. He bought it. He subscribed the evidence
of it and sealed it before the witnesses. - Read it.

Notice the comparison. The world was the Lord's,
He made man His steward and turned it over to him.
Man sold out to the enemy, the prince of the power
of the air (Eph. 2:2). And now the devil holds a
mortgage upon the world. He holds it as his own.
Only Jesus has a right to redeem the title of the world.
It should come back into the possession of our Lord.
The terms of possession are written within and with-
out the book. The book contains the judgments for
the earth before He possesses the world to rule it as
his own, As He breaks the seven seals one after an-
other He is doing that which is necessary for Him to
do to possess the earth. It becomes necessary for the
usurper to be driven off the land he has stolen. The
world needs to be renovated and made fit for the
rightful possessor. '‘And when he had taken the book,
the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down
before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and
golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of
the saints. And they sung a new song, saying, Thou
art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals
thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to
God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue,
and people, and nation; . . And I beheld and 1
heard the voice of many angels round about the throne
and the beasts and elders: and the number of them
was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands
of thousands; saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the
lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and
blessing” (Rev. 5:8, 9, 11, 12).

THE LessoN ILLUSTRATION

The Ram’s Hom gave this story: An old man was
riding through a country district when he was accosted
by a native who asked for a ride. The native asked
him what his business was in those parts. He said,
“I represent a large estate that has just been divided
by the will of the testator and some of the heirs live
around here, and I am looking for them. Their fam-
ily name begins with ‘S, and they are a very large
family.” Immediately the man became interested.
“Why,” he said, ‘I know some of them, they are the
Smiths are they not?” ‘No,” said the man, as he
looked him in the face, “their name is ‘Sinner,’ and I
think you are one of them and I have come to bring
you a fortune.”
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THOUGHTS FOR THE DEVOTIONAL LIFE

“Come Ve Apart”

By Basiw. W. Mirres

Wings—I watched the soaring eagle as the raging storm

arose, when with jts mighty wings it sailed out above the
storm winds and rode safely in the sunlight of life. Wings
—the brave aviatot, the flying winds of fate, the fierce battle
of the elements infuriated, whirling motor, and staunch wings,
above the storm he arises to the peace and serenity of safety.
Wings—the defeated soul, the raging elements of tnals, the
flying darts of the tempter, down, but not defeated, struggling
but not casting off hope, ah, again I see the miracle of wings
as thcy—"they shall mount up with wings as eagles"—ail
higher through the storm ridden sector into that tranquility
of rest that calmness of patience, the pcace of divine lave.
Then ride out, soul, on the wings of His mercy, the mighty
wings of His love.” They will bear you above the tempest
to the hallowedness of His presence,

“Under whose wings thou art come to trust,” thus wrote
the prophet of the mighty One of Israel’s hope. Wings once
more—ycs strong wings. They are able to bear one up in
spite of every down-weighting burden. They are strong to
raise from the slough of despond to thc heights of peace, from
the muck of evil to the peaks of glory. They are tremendous
in carrying power. Is thy burden too great? Cast it on
the mighty wings of the Lord of our salvation. Wings—
swift wings that sail with grace just in‘time. Never does thy
soul fall but these swift wings reach in time to avoid the
crash. Death never rides too rapidly, but these swift wings
touch with hope and glory thy life before the stinging blight
of our cnemy death, No dart from the tempter out-races the
coming of the shield of faith of these swift wings. Wings—
covering wings—wings that overspread thce in the storm as
do those of the mother bird caver the wee ones yonder in the
nest from the storm winds. Under these wings is room fot
all cares and burdens—room for the lost sinner, and for the
saintly pilgrim of life’s highway. Wings—blessed tendcr wings.
So tender are they that over the most chafing sore, aggravated
by the roughness of circumstances, they never ireitate or
blister. Tendee in protecting peace, tender in grace for the
bleeding hearts that have lost hope in life. Wings—my soul,
mount thou up then with the wings of faith, Come under
the downy wings of the Father to rest. Ere long the battle
will be over, but while it rages there is a hiding place under
these wings of the Almighty. With David hide for the night,
and tune thy lyre for celestial melodics. “Matthew in one
place speaks of Christ as a hen gathering the chickens undee
her wings. In Dcuteronomy Gad is represented as an eagle
stirring up her nest. In a great many places in the Psalms
David makes arnithological allusions; while here the wings
of God are mentioned.”

“Here is a long lane, overshadowed by fine teees, leading to
a mansion. What is the use of the lane if there is no mansion
at the end? There is no use of the Old Testamcnt except as
a grand avenue to lead up ta the Gaspel Dispensation. You
may go to a concert early. Befare the curtain is hoisted you
hear the musicians tuning up the vialins and getting ready all
the instruments. After awhile the curtain is hoisted and the
concert begins. All the statements, parables, arations, miracles
of the Old Testament are merely preparatory, and when all is
ready, in the time of Christ, the curtain haists, and there pours
forth the Oratorio of the Messiah—all nations jaining in the
Hallelujah chorus.”—TAatMAGE.

“When a bookcase standing in one place was removed there
was the exact image Icft on the wall of the whale, and of its
many portions. But in the midst of this picture was another,
the precise outline of a map, which had hung on the wall
before the bookcase was placed there. We had all forgotten
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everything about the map unti) we saw its photograph on the
wall. Thus, some day or another, we may remember a sin
which has becn covered up, when this lower universe is pulled
away from the wall of infinity, where the wrongdoing stands
self-recorded.”—O1nivir Wenoerr HoLMis. :

One night in Edinburgh a person awoke, wrntes Dr. Guthrie,
to find his bouse had bcen plundered. The alarm was raised,
nor was it long ere officers of justice found a due. The thief,
wounding his hand as he escapcd by the window, had left a red
witness bechind him. The watchman flashed his lantern upon
the spot. Drop by drop the blood stained the pavement. They
tracked it on and on and ever on, until their silent guide
conducted them along an open passage and up a flight of
stairs, stopping at the door of a house. They broke in, and
there they found the bleeding hand, the booty and the pale
criminal.  “So unless they be forgiven, washed away in the
blood of Jesus, shall your sins find you out,” writes that elo-
quent preacher. Sin is its own dctective. It trails with the
surety of the wildest hounds of justice the very scent of death.
There is no pathway that is hid from its seeing cye. No
crag in the mountains of life is too high but it will trail there
the offender. ‘'Be sure your sins will find you out.”

Talmage was an unsurpassable word painter, If the preach-
er would be eloquent he must Jearn to use such gripping scenes
to stir the imagination and to arouse to action. Here is one
of his paintings of the sinner: “In Germany thcre is a forest
in which are found two crags about eightecn yards apart. Be-
tween the crags is a fearful chasm. This is called the ‘decr
leap’ because once a hunter was on the track of a dcer; it
came to one of thcse crags; there was no escape for it from
the pursuit of the hunter, and in utter despair it gathered it-
sell up and in the death agony attcmpted to jump across. Of
course it fell and was dashed on the rocks far beneath. Here
is a path to heaven. It is plain, it is safe# Jesus marks it out
for every man to walk in. But one says, ‘I will take my own
way.' He comes on until he confronts the chasm that divided
his cou) from heaven. In his last hour he resolves to leap,
from the heights of earth to the heights of heaven. Stand
back and give him full swing, {or no soul ever did that suc-
cessfully. Jump! He misscs the mark and goes down depth
below depth. Let this be known forever as ‘the sinner’s death
leap.' n

God's great men, saints in distress of dungeon and in danger
of the stake, missionaries on the far-flung battie line, dying
men on whote souls the heavenly hued lights of the city
celestial are reflected—lives alftin the smile of the rose garden,
as fragrant as the breath of flowcrs. Here also is the field of
literature. One can march along the track of the ccnturies and
live with the lofty minded Milton, the tender Lanier, the
stately Tennyson. Their thoughts can move to love, or stir
an army to battle march. Their nppling verses run as the
sparkling brook that joyously trickles on its way to the sea.

The richest gem i3 the Bible. Such noble sentiments, such
stirring oratory, such cclestial music enwrapt in graceful words,
such matchless teachings of the Master! The keencst minds
of a thousand generations can ncver cxhaust this magniflicent
mine of thought, rare and glorious, of truths heavenly yet
intensely applicable to the world. Roses everywhere shed their
bewitching perfume throughout the world. Roses of lives,
sweet-scented roses of litcrature, stately roses of knowledge,
blushing roses of unheralded decds, are ones to dwell with.

Dwell then, {riend, with the roses. Live, pilgrim, here nearest
the gardens of God's wonder and bcauty. Fill your mind
with the rarest gems gathcred from every land and clime.
Walk by the seas of India and from its sand-gilded shores
gather pearls snowy whitc.

Think on the beautiful, the ma- )
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jestic in God's handiwark. Saturate the soul with the pure.
Permeate the lifc with the ennobling. Atmosphere your being
where all tends toward the lovely. Thus may your thought
radiate gladsomencss, your decds help lift the loads of the
oppressed, your mind abide in the heavenlies.

Though you be but clay, the perfumery of the Master may
be thine to shed on the ways of others. Though you be bound
to the usual, chained to the routine, somcthing of the fra-
grance fcom the “grand old Book” may radiate out into the
desert of the ordinary. Though dark round about, still you
may shinc into the world's moral night with the teflected splen-
dor of “the truc Light.” Your lifc can bccome as pure as
the dews that filter through the hcart of a rose, as golden as
the dawn of heaven's unclouded day. Thus will the rabes ot
heaven make saintly your life, and throughaut the ages it will
shine clear and bright as the last star that leaves the morn-
ing air. Dwell then with a rose!

Many rare thoughts of sweet grandeur are wrapped up in the
drapery of poetry. No young person should think of starting
out in life without a knowlcdge of these choice gems. Poems
seem to be the distilled perfume of the gardcn of knowledge.
One day while browsing through an old musty book I came
across this choice poem. The beauty of it struck me, and
though the months have passed into the years and slipped out
into the great beyond, still the fragrance of the rose lingers.

“A Persian fable says: One day

A wanderer found a piece of clay

So redolent of sweet perfume

Its odor scented all the room.

‘What art thou?’ was the Quick demand.

‘Art thou some gem from Samarkand?

Or spinkard rare in rich disguise?

Or other coslly merchandise?’

‘Nay, I am bul a piece of clay’

‘Then whence this wondrous sweetness, pray.
‘Friend, if the secret 1 disclose,
1 hove been dwelling with a rose.

Xy

Dwelling with a rose! Through the ages many coses rare
have grown in the gatdcn of God's eichness. They have paint-
ed the dawn of every age with their tosy tints. They are
flaming poems, “as fragrant as a wvialet on a summer night."
Rich jewels of prose, as bewitching as the brcath of angels,
abound everywhere. As sweet-smelling lilacs here and there
nobie lives of God's patriots shed a fragrance divine throughaut
the dead centuries. Some souls arc nable born, and their
golden deeds glisten; the trail af their lives is as shining as
the star-sprinkled heavens. To dwell with them is a sacred
privilege.

PITTSBURCH, PA.

A BUNCH OF CLOVER BLOSSOMS
By Rev. C. E. CorNELL

Grit and self-determination pave the way for
success.

The “Joy of the Lord” is more satisfactory than
the joy of the world.

Hilarious giving is pleasing to the Lord.

The practice of self-dcnial stimulates faith.

There are not many graduatcs in “kneeolagy.”

Punctuality is an admirable characteristic.

A revival “spasm"” furnishes no permanent stimula-
tion.

Not a few are afflicted with the disease of “talk-
itis."”

Kind words last forever.

A supercilious highbrow is an abomination.

Purity of life puts iron into character.

Secret prayer will overcome secret sins.
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WORLD-WIDE NEWS, NOTES AND COM-
MENTS OF GENUINE INTEREST
BRIEFLY TOLD
By Rev. C. E. CorNELL
Canada is cxcceded only by the United States in the number
of telephones in proportion to population, Denmark and New

Zcaland ranking next.

God is my strength and power: and He maketh my way
perfect.—2 Sam. 22:33.
Thou layest Thy hand on the fluttering heart
And sayest, “Be stilll”
The silence and shadow arc only a part
Of Thy sweet will;
Thy presence is with me, and where Thou art
I fear no ill.
—FRrances RoLey Havercar.

The inventor of a typewriter with 1,160 keys and 4o alpha-
bets claims to have attained with it a speed of 283 words a
minute without crrbr.

A Hungarian inventor has developed an airplane that an
risc without a running start, and descend vertically—in model
iorm at least,

Scotland is taking grcat interest in the scsquicentennial of
the designing of the American Flag, which was held in Phila-
delphia, June 14. It has been brought out there that Betsy
Ross, the designer of the Stars and Stnipes, was a Scotswoman,
and many Scotswomcn across the water will honor her mem-
ory this year,

A copy of the New Testament which is smaller than a two-
cent postage stamp and is said to be the smallest book in the
world, is owned by G. A. Wiltsher, of Hercford, England. The
book which measures cleven-sixteenths of an inch by ninc-
sisteenths, was discovered in a curio shop on the Continent.

A young Auckland, New Zcaland, resident, Mr. R. N. dc
Casscy, who is 18 years old, claims to have solved the secret
of perpetual motion. Once started he says, his contrivance
will not stop unless part of the mechanism breaks. It requirces
no fuel, and has no springs. The inventor has been promised
assistance to make a working model.

‘The volume,of air mail is growing quite steadily. During
the month of April, immediatcly after the cut in letter rates
to ten cents a half ounce, about 1,800,000 letters were carried
by air. As the service expands and as it is patronized more
liberally, postage rates no doubt will be lowered. Then the
volume of air mail will gain immensely.

The Lord liveth; and blessed be my rock; and cxalted be
the God of the rock of my salvation.—2 Sam. 22:47.

Be «till and cool in thy own mind and spirit from thy own
thoughts, and then thou wilt feel the principle of God, to turn
thy mind to the Lord God, from whom life comes; whereby
thou mayest reccive His strength and power to allay all blus-
tering storms and tempests.—Georce Fox

The Brazilian government has just granted to a Japanese
company a concession of nearly 250,000,000 acres of land in
‘h.'t‘c different zones for colonization purposes. The company
\nll.spcnd a large sum developing the region in which the con-
Cessions will be established.

Baropms de la Grange, who carned the title of “Mother” of
the British army in France for her devotion to troops in
anders after her home, the Chatcau le la Mbptti, ncar Haze-
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brouch, was rccovered from the Germans, was recently an hon-
ored gucst of the British Legion in Hull, England. She is aid-
ing the campaign to ercct 3 memorial at Oppy \Vood, where
the Hull brigade suficred 2,000 casualitics on May 13, 1917.

Having rewritten from memory 2 40,000 word novel that she
penned when only ¢ years old, Barbara Follett, now 12, is to
have it published by a London firm. She first wrote the
story, “The House Without Windows and Eperscp’s Life There,”
for the merc joy of it. The manuscript was burned in a fire at
her home. The book is <aid to reveal not only an imaginative
child’s delight in being alive and in making things up, but also
the peculiar aspect of adults in young cycs.

What is claimed to be the smallest airplane, a French in-
vention, can be asscmbled in three minutes on the deck of a
floating submarine that carrics it.

Single men under 30 and marricd men under 25 must regu-
larly attend the school for unemployed conducted by Salford
guardians, in England, if they wish to draw the uncmployment
dole. Arithmetic, English, drawing and woodwork arc among
the subjects taught. '

Equipped with cndless tecads, large modern motor busscs are
being used in travel across the Sahara desert. Even the. natives
are taking to the idea, and are giving up the camel for their
short trips, although the traditional ship of the desert is used
for long journcys.

Thou wilt show mc the path of life: in thy presence is ful-
ness of joy; at thy right hand there arc pleasures for cver-
more.—Psalm 1611,

To those who know themselves, the goods which God.-gives
scem “‘very good,” and God himsclf in them, because they
know that they descrve them not. The evils which God allows
and overrules seem also “'very good,” because they sce in them
His loving hand, put forth to hcal them of what shuts out
God from the soul.—E. B. Pusey,

Astronomers at Mont Blanc in the Alps now have their food
delivered by airplane, the pilots flying high above the obscrva-
tory and dropping parachutes loaded with provisions, which
are picked up as soon as they rcach the carth. Supplies that

were formerly hauled up the stcep mountains to isolated tour- -

ists huts in the Alps arc also distributed in this way.

By cquipping auto busses with caterpillar treads for the
rear wheels, postal authoritics of Switzerland are able to give
ycar-round service in the Alps. The busses carry both mail
and passengers. The caterpillar treads consist of a belt that
passes over the regular auto wheel and auxiliary whecels in the
front and back of it.

God has a wondrous ideal for the old carth. He has never
forgotten it amid all the tangle and confusion and strife down
heee. There's a glad day coming. It will be a new birthday
for the earth, the day of birth into a new life. It comes with
the coming of the King. Jesus' coming is not the end of the
world, but the beginning of the better order. Lord Jesus, come
quickly. The world nceds to recognize and obey its King.—
S. D. GorooN.

When baking potatoes, place in the oven and then cover
them over with an inverted bread pan. They cook more
quickly in this way, and if the oven is lighted expressly for the
potatoes there is a worthwhile cconomy of gas.
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FOR ALL THE FAMILY

Conducted by Mrs. J. T. Benson

Dear Younc Prorre: )

Mark's Gospel, which was written some
twenty or twenty-five ycars later than
Matthew’s, is, I think, in many respects
the most interesting of all the New Testa-
ment books to the young Bible student.
That is because its writer was a young
man who made a failure in his carly ef-
forts to serve Christ, but who afterward
made a success of his ministry.

Who was Mark? Well, you will lcarn
a great decal about him by rcading a
sketch of him in a good commentary or
Bible dictionary. But if you really want
to know Mark, you must rcad what the
Bible has to say about him. These ref-
erences are very brief, it is true, but then
no book in the world says as much in so
few words as the Bible does. If then we
take these few statements and put them
together we shall have a wonderfully
clear and complete picture of “Johnm,
whose surname was Mark.” I am so
glad I cver took time to do this, for
since then Mark, this young man of long
ago, has become a real person to me, and
a most interesting one.

Mark is mentioned nine times in the
New Testament, and I hope you are
going to open your Bibles with me and
read cvery onc of these passages with its
setting. We find Mark first in the twelfth
chapter of Acts. -Now we have always
read this very thrilling chapter with Peter
in mind, for it tells us that after Herod
had stretched forth his hand to vex cer-
tain of the church he put James, the
brother of John, to death, and bccause
he saw it pleased the Jews he proceeded
to take Peter also and throw him into
prison. But prayer was made without
ccasing of the -church to God for him
that he might be delivered. In one home,
where many had gathered together to
pray, thcy must have continued far into
the night, for Peter was sleeping soundly
between two soldiers when the angel
waked him, struck off his chains, led him
out of the prison and turncd him loose
in the dark, ecmpty streets of the city.
And when he made his way to this par-
ticular home Rhoda, who went to answer
his knock, was so overjoyed to see him
that she forgot to unlock the gate, and
left him standing outside while she ran
back to tell the others that the answer
to their prayers was there in person. Yes,
this chapter has scemed to be almost
wholly about Peter and his miraculous
deliverance. But now I want you to
rcad it again carefully with Mark, not
Peter, in.mind. And what do you learn?
That his family lived in Jerusalem, where
all of this took place; that his mother's
name was Mary; that it was her home in
which this praycrmeeting was held; that
she was a Christian woman; therefore
that she was a friend of Peter's, and that
he was no stranger under her roof, since
in his hour of nced he turned at once to
her house. You sec' then that the chap-

the kind of home in which Mark was
rcared and of the sort of pcople with
whom he was thrown in it.

This lcads us to another of the ninc
references about Mark, the onc in Peter’s
First Epistle 5:13: “The church . . .
salutety you; and so doth Marcus my
son.” This is very intcresting, for it
scems to indicate that Mark was con-
verted under the ministry of the Apostle
himzelf, and was therefore his son in the
gospel.

The twe!fth chapler of Acts records one
more fact about Mark, though we must
rcad the cleventh chapter in order to un-
derstand it. The church in Antioch had
sent a relief fund to needy Christians in
Jude2, Paul and Barnabas being the
bearers of it. And as Barnabas was
Mark’s uncle, his mother’s brother, it is
probable that these two were entertained
in Mary’s home while in Jerusalem. But
whethep“or not this was the case, it is
very certain that Mark came into close
touch with these two great soldiers of the
cross. And we may be sure that his
young hcart was stirred as he heard them
pray and prcach and testify about Jesus
their Lord. The last verse in chapter
twelve tells us that when they had ful-
filled their ministry in Jerusilem and
started back to Antioch, they took Mark
with them. Now we arc rcady to foliow
Mark into the thirteenth chapter where
there arc two more references to him. It
is a sad chapter for Mark, though, for it
is here that we lcarn of his (ailure. Some
people have never forgiven Mark for this
failurc. The truth is that such pcople
never get out of this chapter so far as
Mark’s history is concerned. But we are
not going to be so un-Christian, and so
unfair. We arc going to follow Mark's
carcer to the end and sce how he turned
cut.

The thirteenth chapter is a very glo-
rious onc for Paul and Barnabas, how-
ever, and for the church at Antioch., For
in it, after prayer and fasting, the two
were scnt out on that first missionary
journcy, which was to result in the found-
ing of ncw churches and the salvation of
many souls, Mark went with them, not
as a sightscer; no, he was evidently to be
a helper in the work. But after they
rcached Perga, in Pamphylia, he left them
and returned to Jerusalem. \Why? None
of us know. Maybe Mark was home-
sick, and that is about the worst kind
of sickness there is. It may be that he
found the hardships of a missionary’s life
too great for him. Certainly the call
to the mission ficld, the preparation to
go, the farewell scrvices, are very differ-
ent from the life itself as many of our
missionarirs can testify.

Weli, whatever the cause, Mark went
home. It is a long time before we hear
of him again, and then we find him
once more in the .fiftcenth chapter of
Acts, Paul proposed a second missionary

ter has given us a very vivid picture of journey to Barnabas, who was willing,

but he wanted to take Mark with them.
But Paul, says the writer of Acts,
“thought it not good to take him with
them, who dcparted from them f{rom
Pamphylia, and went not with them to
the work.” .

Well, you can’t blame Paul -for. that,
can you? And lots of people are ready
to answer, “No indeed, Paul had no usc
for a quitter and neither have 1.” So
Paul and Barnabas parted company.
Paul, choosing Silas, dcparted one way,
while Barnabas took Mark and went an-
other. Dcar Barnabas, would that there
were more of his kind. For he was one
of those few older persons who love
young people, who believe in them, who
have hope for them in spite of their
failurcs, who encourage them to try again,
who hold out a helping hand, who will
not let them go.

Who was in the right in this case,
Paul or Barnabas? \Vhy, Bamabas, of
course, for Mark madec good this time.
How do we know? Paul himself ac-
knowledges it. Let us turn now to
Colosstans 4:10, 11 for another reference
to Mark. Paul was a prisoner in Rome,
his first imprisonment there, and in this
letter written from there to the church
at Colosse he says, “Aristarchus my fel.
lowprisoner saluteth you, and Marcus,
sister's son to Barnabas, (touching whom
ye received commandments: if he come
unto you, rcceive him;) and . . . Jus-
tus, who are of the circumcision, These
only arc my fcllowworkers unto the king-
dom of God, which have been a comlort
unto me.” Writing to Philemon Paul
says: “These salutc thee, Marcus, Ads-
larghus, Demas, Lucas my fellowlabour-
crs.”

And in that last pathetic letter to
Timothy, written from Rome shortly be-
forc his martyrdom, in which he urges
the young man to hasten to him, he adds:
“Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and
bring him with thee: for he is profitable
to me for the ministry.”

Do you think Paul, in these references,
was talking about a quitter? No, he was
speaking of a fellowiaborer unw the
kingdom of God, a man who had been a
comfort to him, who was profitable in
the ministry. He was writing about ont
who had stuck to him during his first
imptisonment in a hard and dangcrous
place. He was scnding for a man he
could depend upon to stand by him until
the end. Mark had made good!

(To be continued)

Whatsoever things arc true, whalso-
ever things are honest, whatsoever things
are just, whatsoever things are pure
whatsocver things are lovely, whatsocver
things arc of good report; if there be any
virtue, and if there be any praise, think
on these things. Phil. 4:8.

“If you pray until you weep, the thirsty
plants of grace will grow in your heart.
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vousing speeches, the orchestra rendered
special music. A duet was given by Pro-
fessor London and Miss Glover of Black-
well. At three o'clock Professor London,
who was singing for the revival meeting
there at Ponca City, gave a lecture on the
"Four Things Necessary to Life.” It was
irdeed a great message. In the evening
hour Rev. Allie Irick delivered a great
evangelistic message which was heart
searching and soul stirring. Several seek-
ers were at the altar, most of whom
prayed through to definite victory. We
believe the rally was a great blessing and
a benefit to all.

The next rally will be held at Blackwel)
in February, in conncction with the N.
Y. P. S. revival meeting.—Rev. Mrs.
Alpha Akers, Reporter.

e
\d

MINNESOTA N. Y. P. S. CONVEN-
TION

The Minnesota N. Y. P. S. Convention,
held at Buffalo Lake, Minn,, November
23 to 25, proved 1o be the best meeting
of this society ever held in Minnesota.
God was on the scene from the beginning
to the end. God gave us such wonderful
weather during the three days that many
werc present to enjoy the great feast.
There were delegates and visitors present
from fifteen different towns and cities.
The first evening the meeting was held
in the Church of the Nazarene. District
President Rev. F. L. VanHeck brought
the message from Psalm 49:7-15. “The
Redemption of the Soul” was the subject,
and every heart had a searching time.
The second day we went to the city hall,
As it was Thanksgiving Day and national-
)y taken for a day of feasting, we feasted
on the fruits of Canaan. Rev. Wm. H.
Dietzman, the local pastor, brought the
message in the morning from Hebrews
13:14, 15. Our dear District Superin-
tendent, Rev. E. E. Wordsworth, brought
the afternoon message on ““The Value and
Importance of a Vision” Lord give us
a vision! The evening message was de-
livered by Rev. J. O. Schaap of North
St. Paul, from the text, ‘'Has the Lord's
hand waxed short?” The whole day was
owned of the Lord. Friday morning and
afternoon were devoted to the several
topics and problems of the societies. The
Minnesota society was invited to Minne-
apolis for its next convention, which will
be about Easter time. The last cven-
ing of our convention camc all too soon.
Rev. F. L. VanHeck, District President,
brought us a heart searching message
from Daniel 5:27. God was in the camp
and many souls were saved. The mes-
sages in song by various delegates were a
great help and inspiration toward mak-
ing this convention a success. The Min-
nesota N. Y. P. S. has talent which we
need not be ashamed of. Our District
President, also our sub-District President,
Mr. Reno Mittlestadt, have the work of
the N. Y. P. S. at heart, and we of the
Minnesota societies pledge to keep the
glory on and keep ever bcfore us our
district motto, “Others.”—Viorsr Morize,
Reporter.

Every copy of the HeraLp or HoLi-
NEBS i8 a feast to my soul—C. S .

HeraLp or HoLINESS

Sunday School Lesson
Janruary 1, 1928
By M. EmuLy ErLvsoN

LessoN Susject: John the Baptist and
Jesus.

LessoN Text: Mark 1:1-11.

GoroeN Text: He must increase but I
riust decrease (Jobhn 3:30).

HE first verse of our lesson, whicn

is also the first verse of the Gospcl

according to Mark, may be termed
Mark’s confession of faith. He is about
to recount the wonderful story of glad
tidings to the world. And what more
fitting introduction could be given than a
statement of faith relative to the pcrson
of the One who is the Author of the
“good news."

Mark docs not hesitate to proclaim his
belief, though he well knew that to ad-
vance such a doctrine would be to stir up
the ire of the Jews. But this that he is
about to write of is the “‘good news" of
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and must
be proclaimed to the world. We have
here a clear and uncompromising statcment
of belief in the deity of our Lord. And
while it is not his purpose to give a dis-
sertation on the deity of Christ, yet it
was necessary for him to make himself

clear on this very important question if

he would accomplish the purpose of his
writing, namely, that “Though he were a
Son, yet learned he obedicnce by the
things which he suffered.”

Mark sets forth our Lord as the servant
of Jehovah accomplishing voluntarily the
Father’s will relative to the great plan of
redemption. After the statement concern-
ing the deity of Jesus, the apostle at once
opens the subject of His public ministry.
We note in our lesson that there was a
work to be done previous to the coming
of Jesus. John the Baptist, as Jesus’ fore-
runner, came to attend td that work. His
was not a message concerning the cxterior
glory of Christ's kingdom, but instead he
emphasizes the requirements to be ful-
filled before His coming. He turned the
thinking of men from the outward and
material to the inward and spiritual.

Such a message a3 John gave is stil!
needed today. Before we can have a re-
vival of old fashioned religion there must
be a right about face towards righteous-
ness in the common relations of every-
day life. Paths must be made straight.
The way of the Lord must be madc ready.
Everything that would hinder the Lord
coming into the lives of men must be
removed.

When men build a highway they cut
down the hills and fi!l in the valleys. So,
in order to opan a highway for the coming
of the Lord, all uneven places must be
made leve! and rough places plain. We
fear that much of the fruitless efforts in
evangelism is due to a lack of fulfilling
the requirements nccessary to His coming.
But little attention is given to preparation.
We ro on in the same old way, our routine
of business must be kept up, our social life
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must not be interfered with. We attend
the cervices as dry and hollow as a last
year’s gourd, and then wonder why the
whole countryside is not stirred.

Where are the days of fasting and
prayer, of heart searching and self-exam-
ination in the light of the Word? Who is
endeavoring to make straight in the desert
a highway for His coming? Human sin
nceds a deep pungent temedy, for it must
be removed from the heart where it lies
embedded, and replaced with the energies
of a new life of spirit contral, of which
the only sourcc is the Spirit of God. And
just as this life is received, so must it be
maintained by the same Spirit.

John clearly saw the signs of his times
and the need of a powerful reformation
as well as a genuine transformation. His
was a baptism of repcntance in order to
receive forgiveness of sins. The result was
that the whole province of Judea was
stirred by his preaching, and multitudes
were baptized confessing their sins. ‘‘Make
ye ready the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight. Every valley shall bec ex-
alted, and every mountain and hill made
low; and the uneven shall be made leve!,
and the rough places plain” (R. V.)
“Then the glory of the Lord shall be (e-
vealed,” even the salvation of our God.

 The message rather than the messcnger
is made prominent. John is spoken of as
“The wvoice.” Isaiah also speaks of him
in the same way. Mark is evidently re-
ferring to Isaiah 40. God must have a man
in order to give the message. But this
man must be <o fully abandoned to his
holy calling that he will be lost in his
message. The impartant thing is the mes-
sage, and to deliver this faithfully and
well was John’s great burden,

This preacher, John, was not hinting
for compliments on his eloquent preach-
ing, nor was he seeking for a great follow-
ing. He plainly declares that the Mighticr
Man is to come, and when that Coming
One appears, he, John, will decrease for
Christ must incrcase. A part of John's
work was to transfec his followers to Je-
sus. Nable preacher of righteousness was
he! God grant that our own preachers
may get this vision of their work. Such
men are sent of God. A suit aof coarse,
but durable, camel's hair, instead of ‘‘soft
raiment,” may be their garb, and grass-
hopper thighs and wild haney their diet
(and there will be sufficicnt of this to sus-
tain life and give vigar), but thcse things
arc not the important things in the min-
istry; the important thing is to be ‘the
voice" that gives the meszage. The man
must be lost in the message.

However, we must not despise that
magnetic power that can draw men. John
had this power. But richer by far is the
man who can lead men beyond himself
and attach them ta Christ. Many there
are who want to see Christ's work move
ahead, but who want to move with it.
Love of prominence is a very great foc to
the ministry. And who has not known of
ministers who will pine and sulk if they
are permitted to drop out as leaders? May
the mighty fiery baptism of Christ be so
outpoured upan our preachers and work-
ers that, like John, they can rejoice in
their own decrease that their Lord may
increase.
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NEWS AND NOTES FROM CANADA

MEDicINE HaT, ALBERTA

August 14 our District Superintendent,
Rev. C. E. Thomson, and Miss Blanchc
Himes, rcturned missionary from China,
and Brother N. Z. Woodruff began a tent
meeting here Brother Thomeon did some
splendid preaching. Sister Himces gave
missionary talks to the children. Brother
Wouodrufl helped splendidly with the sing-
ing. The attendancc was very good _and
God gave us the joy of sceing some thirty
souls bowing at the altar and receiving
the blessing their hearts were hungry for.
Most of this number were children or
young people. Quite a fcw were from the
Church of God. The last Saturday aiter-
rbon of the meeting we organized a Jun-
wr Missionary Society with forty-one
members. God is blessing us in our work
with the children, but it scems well mg'h
impossible so far to reach the adults. We
have an avcrage attendance in our Sund_ay
schoo) of about thirty. Our Junior Mis-
sicnary Socicty sent a Chriztmas box to
our Bible woman, Mrs. Han, of Tamingfu,
China, to be distributed 1o the children at
our mission station therc. Novcember 20
the pastor prcached a missionary sermon
in the morning and in the cvening the
children gave a pood missionary program.
A few new faces were in the congregation
that night. You who rcad this report,
please pray for us in Medicine Hat. We
nced vour prayers. Though the fight is
hard the joy of the Lord is our strength
and the precious Comforter abides. Bless
the Lord.—Mrs. H. J. Bean, Pastor.

STETILER, ALBERTA

After a little more than a ycar_ln stren-
vous pastoral work in this beautiful little
town in Albcrta, we fec! that perhaps we
<hould report to thosc intercsted how gra-
cious the Lord has been to us during this
time. Woe felt that God definitely led us
to this place, and could forcsec a hard
battle ahead, vet nevertheless we felt that
deep assurance that our God was the Goc
of battles and victory was sure. Our de-
sire was to keep in Lhe center of God's
will, and we believe we arc still under His
care. We cannot report a glowing revival
with great numbcrs saved and sanctihed,
but Cod has wonderfully blessed in giving
victory over some difficult circumstances,
and we fcc! we are gaining ground with
come precious souls in the fountain, for
which we praiss Him. Stettler and vi-
cinity, yes, and for many miles around,
reeds scriptural holiness, 8nd we belicve
God is going to give us a glorious out-
pouring of His Holy Spirit. We fcel the
under current of a deep revival coming
this way. Our iittle band are only a few
in number but are proving their hcroic
ability and lovc for God by standing by
us. God bless every one of them. The
finances are showing a steady improvement
right along and nld dcbts are being cleared
up  We arc just now earncstly praying
that God will make it possible to bit a
rather heavy ind=btedncss from our prop-
crty which will give us a clean slate for

the New Year. We have a splendid plant
here for a small town, a good church, and
3 new six-room parsonage, fully modern
and furnished Wc love our people and
trust God will yct build up a strong base
for holiness with other country appoint-
ments supplied from here.  Beloved Naz-
arcnes, keep this little church on your
prayer list—William G. Collier, Pastor.

DruMHELLER, ALTA.,, CANaDA

It has been some time since wec reported
last but we havc not becn idle. We have
been trying to keep on the job and get
our goods on the market. It seems hard
{c. get people to break away from their
sins and step out on the Lord's side, but
undcr God we are making a little head-
way. Wc have now opened up at Verdant
Valley, having services in the school, thir-
teen miles from Drumhclict. These serv-
ices have been full of interest and Spirit.
A number of the people being old-fash-
ioned Methodists they have swung right
in linc and have pulled hard for a break.
We have had the privilege of bringing be-
forc a finc young couple in that field the
neceds of our work in Alberta. They have
carricd on a Sunday school in that com-
munity for years, and had a call, to the
work. They have sold their farm and
have gonc to Red Decr Bible school to fit
themsclves for His scrvice. Some weeks
ago wc had an intercsting case of conver-
sion. A young man and his wile had
come down from 200 miles north of Ed-
monton to take in the threshing at Row-
ley. He took sick and both came hcre to
Drumbhellr- -—-here he underwent an op-
cration in the hospital. She took rooms
in the meantime. In the course of my
visitations in the hospital I mct them and
prayed with them. Shc became hungry
for God and started to attend the services
of the church where she found out that
what she needed was salvation. Her hus-
band was very much troubled also, but
bas not yiclded. They have since returned
to theit home beyond Edmonton where
she hopes to start a Sunday school and
thus do something lor God TI'wo Sundaye
azo we had a Roman Cathalic in the
church who had not been to any religious
service for fifteen years. At the close of
the service he came to the altar ta seck
God. Hc needs your prayers. Another
source of encouragement has been the re-
turn of two of our church boys. One
sought the Lord about a ycar aga. He
then went to Edmonton where he was
sanctifhed and is doing well. The other
sought the Lord six months ago, but he
has bcen away working elscwhere He
has cogme back with a bright cxperience
and desires to become a member of our
church. We are greatly encouraged and
belicve there is a bright future for the
Church of the Nazarcne in Drumheller.—
J and P. Spittal, Pastors.

DeLRURNE, ALTA.
One reason 1 do not report oftener 1
feel that there are so many good reports

that mine would not be very intertesting.
But since [ rcad Lum Janes’ report about
a meeting that he held, I got blessed over
it. He bhad preached a wcek, I think,
without even a congregation, so I thought
I could write a report almost as good as
that. It is Berother Jones’ report that
gave me courage to write this. I am stll
at Delburne. This is my fourth year here.
We have not had any spccial meetings yet
this year. The chuech called Rev. Math-
ews to hold evangelistic meetings, and as
hc was unable to come they called the
pastor as evangelist. [ haven't started yet,
but believe the Lord will be pleased ta
send us a refre:hing at this time, for there
are somge indications that there is a spirit
ol pray€r and expectation on the pcople;
and thcy know that if we are to have a
revival at this time with the pastor as the
evangelist, they will have to pray it down.
Now this is ubout all 1 have to ceport.
I shall tell you about our great revival
after we have it. Yours in love—J]. D.
Fowler, Pastor.

CraresHoLM, ALTA., CaNaDA

We are not a large band &ere, about
thirty members, some of whom are truly
sanctified, and somc more who are teuly
groaning after  “the cecond blessing.”
When it comes to loyalty to the pastor, it
is hard to imagine a church that will excel
this one. I have aften told wife that I
scarcely ever expect to scrve another
church that will get right down and stand
by its pastor more fully than they do
here. Since our first month here, we have
scarcely ever had to wait a day overtime
for the zalary which is paid every week.
Besides the salary, the church has given
us two poundings, cach one greatly ap-
preciated, al:o a shower for the “wee las-
sie,”” who came to bless our home in Oc-
tober. In addition ta all of this there ate
donations coming in from time to time,
daily and weckly, adding much to our
income. These donations come from those
outside aur mcmbership as well as fram
our own people. The other day I was out
in behalf of the British and Canadian
Bible Saciety, and the lady to whom I
was talking at the time, and wham [ had
ncver seen before, bepan ta take the
churches to task somewhzt candidly, but
in cloing her remarks she said that how-
ever <he would send me a sack of patataes.
Inwardly I was nat a little amused, but I
thanked the Lord. Day beforc yesterday
the potatoes were delivered at my doot.
Well, there is a possibility and a eesponsi-
bility upon us now taward her. God help
us. Last Tucsday evening about six
«'clock a2 knock came at the daor. Wife
went to the door to be grected with the
question, “Please may I have a bite to
eat and a cup of tea?” Being in, [ went
to the dooe, and there stood a passcrby.
I searchcd his face for the possibility of
reaching his soul, and thinking it worth
the trial invited him in. To make a long
story short, after eating he wcnt to prayee-
mceting with us, and found God again,
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NOTICE

Pastors, church reporters, N. Y. P. S.
presidents, and cvangelists, please send
your rcports to m¢ by the Sth of cach
month. Lect's make our district page of
interest to the Heraro or Horiness read-
ers. Do not fail us, for we are depending
upon you. Send all reports to Rev. \V. B.
Walker, 710 Brown St., Texarkana, Texas.

Texarxaxa, TExAS

Nearly two months have rolled by since
our assembly. These are the busiest days
of my lifc. T am studying harder, visiting
oftener, and praying more than cver be-
forc, and only wish for more strength and
time to accomplish the task that lies before
me. The District Aszembly that convened
thie year with our local church was truly
a great blessing to our city. The crowds
were large, and the spirit and harmony of
the brethren was truly great. At times
we werc unable to scat the cvening con-
gregations in our new building. Many
souls have prayed through since the as-
scmbly. Eight prayed through December
4, and three on the previous Sunday eve-
ning. A revival spirit is upon our people.
Our Sunday cvening congregations are
growinz. The N.7Y. P. S, is making prog-
ress. Last Sunday evening we had 70
voung pcople in the socicty. The Sunday
school is growing and taking on new life
under the cfficient efforts of N. O. Catter-
ton. In fact the various departments of
our church arc growing in a very grat-
ifying way. Unity and harmony prevail
among our constituency. Not only has
the Lord helped and blessed us in a spir-
itual way, but also in a material way.
We have paid somc obligations that
amounted to hundreds of dollars since the
assembly.  The city has stood by us in
the building of our new church, We have
our church debt in a loan company, in
which we pay monthly installments. Thus
far we have nol missed a payment. We
arc cncouraged to press on. We arc pray-
ing for a migaty revival. With a praying
and sacrificing pcople, and a God who
knows no dcicat, I sce no rcason why we
cannot do the job. Pray for us. If per-
chance you pass through the ‘Gateway
City’ stop and give us a lift.”—William
B. Walker, Pastor.

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

It is with the decpest appreciation of
cvery member of the Dallas District As-
sembly who was present, that 1 wish to
cxpress my hceartfelt gratitude for the
beautiful harmony that prevailed during
the entire proceedings. This ascembly was
onc¢ that we feel was blessed of the Lord
ir. unity, and since there is strength in
unity we arc looking forward to a great
year that we have alrcady cntered upon.

Rcports have alrcady come from scveral
pastors with the note of victory and be-
licving God for a grcat year. Some arc
starting out with the financial budget to
be taken carc of by systematic giving in

bringing up thcir apportionments at Jeasi
cach month, and some few at.least every
three months. \We are looking to God
for a better vear in this district in spite
of the financial strain that has bcen ours
for the past threc ycars. We belicve that
cvery ponny of our local, district and
general interests can be taken care of if it
is donc systematicallv. During the past
four years we¢ have almost doubled our
local budget, but thc gencral interests
have been practically the same. We must
not let that part lag. So let every church
do its best to raisc all apportionments in
full, for we belicve it can be done. If it
can be donc we ought to will to do it;
ond if we will to do it it will be done.
\Ve take courage for the ncw assembly
vear and are believing Goa for greater
things. A number of places are calling
for a revival with a view to organizing a
church. \We expect to organize soon, in
Lamar county and Camp county has a
ripe ficld, and since wec have come from
the assembly we have had an inquiry
ftom Shelby county.:

In looking over the rccord of the past
year we find that the district raised less
than ‘50 per cent of the District Budge:.
\V¢ have no special complaint to make,
but we¢ do belicve we can do better this
year if we will fcel the need of raising
our District Budget. Two important
items in the budget are Orphanage and
Home Mission work. \We must not neg-
lcct our orphan children, for they must
be fed. We have however been thinkinz
how much can be done in the way of
getting ncw tents for the district this
year, so that we shall be able to evangelize
new territory. \Ve would then urge that
all our churches put forth every cffort to
raisc cvery cent of the apportionments,
and God will smilc upon us and new
churches will be organized. Let us not
wait until nest fall to raisc our appor-
tionments, but let us begin now so we
can make our plans to cvangelize the
Dallas District.’

We arc glad to notc that many of our
Youna Pcople’s Socictics are taking on
rew life. We belicve if all societies will
¢o their bett we shall come up to the
district convention next August with new
visions and plans to make our District
N. Y. P. S. a great factor in the district.
New socicties have alrcady been organ-

ized, and we are looking for better days

for our N. Y. P. S. If your socicty has
not received a copy of last summer's con-
vention minutes write Mrs. F. E. Wicse
for a copy. Many have expressed them-
sclves 1s appreciating the minutcs.

\We are also glad to note that new W.
M. S. Societic: huve been organized. It
scems that no church couid get along
without a W. M. S. .In fact they do not
ret along as well as those that have so-
cictics, cither spintually or financially.
We trust that a2 number of other churches
will organize before the year closes.

The manth of November has been quite

a busy .one. Several days were devoted
to getting things shaped up to get a good
start for the new year. The first Sunday
God gave us a good day with Dallas Cen-
tral church, in the absence of the pastor,
Brother Parks. Sister Parks however had
things in finc shape, and the church is
lcoking up and cxpecting -a. great year
with a grcat vision for the advancement
of God's kingdom in Dallas.

Brother D. Shelby Corlett arrived at
Dallas First church a weck after the as-
scmbly, and cveryone is looking up and
cxpecting this to be the best year in its
bistory; and we predict for the church
such a ycar under his lcadership.. Brother
Cotlett is not only winmng his way inlo
thehearts of the membership, but into
the hcarts of outsiders.

Our sccond Sunday was spent with the
Cedar Hill church with S. C. Bozarth as
its new pastor, Cedar Hill has decided to
taise its apportionments. monthly, which
can be done when our people get the vis-
ion. Our churches will have no trouble
when once we gét the vision of doing
things systematically. We had two great
scrvices at Cedar Hill, with a young man
sanctificd at the night service.

On the nights of the 16th and 17th we
had scrvices with our church at Corsicana
with Brother and Sister Cellan as pastors.
Everything was in finc shape and they too
have cverything paid in full for the first
month of the assembly yecar. Corsicana
church has a great Woman's Missionary
Society which is constantly on the job
and is doing a great work.

We next spent a foew days at the San
Antonio Asscmbly, held at Waco. A
beautiful spirit prevailed during the entire
tession with Dr. Reynolds presiding as
cnly dear Dr. Reynolds can.  His beautiful
spirit in the Texas District Assemblics put
new life and determination into both
pastors and laymen. :

We next spent a few days: at Eaton and
Gause where we had good services. Each
place has raised onc-third of its appor-
tionments for the ascembly year, and they
were much delighted over it.  Brother
Tyler is very much loved at Gause, where
he was their pastor last year, and the
pcople of the town are standing by him
with their presence in service and also
with their finances.

The last Sunday in November I spent
with Brother J. E. Moore, our pastor in
Houston. They have things in fine shape
and have the basement for the new
church, which is 60 x90 fect, almost com-
plcted, and no doubt will have it com-
pleted by the time this is read by our
Heraro or Horingss readers. Sunday 1S
a full day with our Houston church. The
afternoon is spent visiting the sick in the
hospitals with another crowd going to the
city jail or some other jail. The Sunday
we were there several of us went to the
city jail farm where the prisoncrs work
out their fines on the farm. Houston
church is building with a steady growth.
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have great crowds, and they have souls.
Quite recently Brother Schurman raised
between six and scven thousand dollars
for his budget onc Sunday morning, and
they have raised two thousand dollars cash
and pledges for Olivet College.

Brother Harry Marrow, the good pastor
ot Woodlawn church, Chicago, is having
a good pastorate, and he is precipitating
a great praycer lifc among his people; and
quite recently Dr, J. G. Morrison had a
Sunday with him and raised two thousand
dollars for the budget. Woodlawn is on
the up grade.

Rev. G. B. Williamson, our ncw pastor
at Austin, Chicago, is well received with
increasing congregations and spiritual tide,
and he has raised between five hundred
and onc thousand dollars in cxcess of his
budget. The crowds are doubling, the
Sunday school is coming up, and you are
going to hear from Williamson and Austin.

At North Side, Chicago, Albert C.
Young is faithfully serving in a very dif-
ficult and hard place. We have a finc
people there in a great section of the City
of Chicago, with a million pcople, and we
are going to have a strong church in that
<ection at no distant date.

At Roseland, Chicago, we have a fine
crowd and they have a new pastor, Broth-
er Harold Small, from (Indiana. They
have a spintual tide on‘and they arc a
radical, red-hot crowd that inquire for
the old paths, and they are finding them.
They are making splendid headway in
paying for their new cighty-five hundred
dollar church that they bought about a
ycar ago from the Mormons.

At Chicago Heights Rev. J. D. Roach
and his people have built a new twelve
thousand dollar church, and the good pco-
ple and their pastor are making hcadway
in taking care of the finances. They are
now in the midst of a revival,

At Joliet Jesse Brown is faithfully serv-
ing in his fourth year in onc of the most
difficult places in the district. He is mak-
ing progress. \Ve have a good location,
worth possibly eight thousand dollars,
with a good substantial basement.

At Elgin, Ill., Brother Baucrle is making
plans to wipe out the enlire indebtedness
on our church property, worth about
thirty thousand dollars. This new church
is only three years old. They have the
attention of the city and are well located.

At Rockford, Ill,, we have called Rev.
Craig Weathers from Bellefontaine, Ohio,
to be the pastor in onc of the greatest
cities of the middle west, of one hundred
thousand pcople. We arc making ar-
rangements therc to have one of the best
churches in the movement. e alrcady
have a finc ctart. We have lately organ-
ized a new church at Frecport and have
taken over a good property.

We have lately been to Stockton, one
of the oldest churches in the district;
where they have called Andrew Smidt to
be the pastor. We have some of the tried
and truc of our district in that (own.

At Harvey, 11, Rev. L. H. Howe, our
district treasurer, is handling the work
well. He is entering upon his sixth ycar
and they report good, substantial progress
along every line. Brother Howe is one of
the finest young men in our denomination
and he is doing great work both as pastor
and as district treasurer.

HEeraLD oF HOLINESS

At Argo, 1ll, Rev. Curtis Roach and his
people are building a new church.

In the vicinity that I am reporting in
this rcport therc are around four million
people and we can casily have one great
district in this section, There are great
cities and they nced God and they need
holiness churches. Pray for Chicago and
the surrounding territory.

E. O. CaALFANT,
Supt. Chicago Central Dist.

Make a present to the Church on
Christmas of its last Debt.

ZONE MEETING AT DERRY,

The Derry Nazarenes enjoyed a great
fcast Nov. 16 when the pastors and several
of the pcople of our zone came over and
spent the day with us in an old-fashioncd
all-day holincss mecting. Rev. Tom
Rrown of Fitchburg, Mass, brought the
morning message, and our hcarts were
blessed and cncouraged at this opening
service. Thirty-two wcere seeved dinner
at the parsonage at noon, and all scemed
to enjoy this part of the program. The
afternoon scrvice was one of power and
blessing. Rev. James W. Shirton of
Keene, N. H,, was the prcacher of the
hour. Shirton is a little man with a
mighty me:sage. Thirty-cicht persons
found their places at the supper table at
5:30 in the evening, and at seven o'clock
we pathered at the church for the final
ccrvice of the day. Rev. E. E. Martin of
Worcester, Mass., preached to a fine au-
dience, and at the close of his message
four came to the altar and prayed through
in the old-fashioned way.

This was truly a prcat day for our pco-
ple, and we trust the visitors enjoyed it
also. If we are rightly informed, we are
the fiest of the “‘zoners” in our district to
function. Boys, you can’t imagine what
you are missing by your inactivity. Our
first zone mecting was held at Fitchburg,
with Brother Tom Brown, the second
here, and the third will be at Worcester,
Mass., with Brother Martin, December 14.
Thesc zone mcetings are regular “young

campmectings.”
H. A. PaRrR, Pastor.

» .
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Mrs, Carson uf Kansas, writes: “‘I am
not a member of your church, but I sce
you arc working hard to pay the Trust
Fund Decbt, so I am sending this bill."”
This is a splendid show of interest and
should encourage those who are members
of the Church of the Nazarcene, as well as
cutside friends who believe in our pro-
gram, to do their best in the Christmas

[ .
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SONGS FOR THE LAST DAYS

Two new books of songe that
thrill.  You should hear Prof. Ken-
neth Wells or Prof. Lowmean sing
“Yeas | Know.” Books | and 2, 65¢c
each. Two coples $1.00.

Anna W, Waterman
750 N. Orange Grove Ave.
Pasadena, Calif.
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offering for the lifting of the debt. Next
Eunday is the day for the oficring, you
now. .

Rev. J. E. Threadgill, pastor of the
First Church of the Nazarenc, Austin,
Texas, writes: “I wish to express my per-
sonal appreciation for the splendid books,
papers and periodicals of wvarious kinds
which our Publishing House is producing.
We want you to know that you have our
prayers.”

Mrs. Culwell of Hedley, Texas, writes
that Brother E. P. Ford, a member of our
church at Hedley, recently lost his house
with practically all its contents, by fire.

Evangelist Aug N. Nilson is cngaged in
mcetings this winter in the Central North-
west District.  He recently had a good
mecting at La Moures, N. D., from which
placc hc sent a nice list of subscriptions
for the Heraro or Hotiness. He is to be
at Van Hook, N. D., Dec. 29-Jan. 1S.
After this, we understand, he has some
time which he could give to churches,
preferably in that general scction of the
country. His permanent address for this
winter is box 305, Oaks, N. D.

Evangelist Harry Joseph Elliott, after
aimost two ycars out of the active work,
on account of a physical breakdown. is
taking up revival and convention work
again. He writes: “Rev. Peter G. Jurich
of Pasadcena, Calif., arc yoking up together
for revival work. OQur ficld will be; San
Dicgo, Calif., to Vancouver, B. C., cast to
Montana and south to Phoenix, Ariz. Any
church desiring our service, please write
to Rev. Peter G. Jurich, 1215 Dominion
Ave, Pasadena, Calif., or to H. J. Elliott,
R. F. D. 4, Nampa, Idaho. I want to
thank the friends for praying for me.”

e

CHURCH NEWS

Evanceuist F. W. Cox—"We are to
close a good revival at Albany, Orc., to-
morrow, with Pastor F. W. Launcr of the
Evangelical Church. God has indeed
helped us. Some fifty came to the altar
onc night. Among them was a Presby-
terian minister, Eight came the nex:
night. \We have had some very clear con-
versions and sanctifications on this nine
months' evangelistic tour of the West,
We could still stay for seven or cight
more engagements in Oregon, Idaho, and
Washington, but fec! that God would have
us return cast, and spend the holidays
with the family and those wonderful
grandchildren. Nine months is long
cnough to be away on onc¢ stretch. I
have not rcported to our good HErALD oP
Hovriness for scveral months, but have
read it, and have prayed for the best in-
terests of our churches and have rejoiced
to sce the good reports from the boys and
‘Uncle Buddic! God has donc some
thorough work in my mectings. A num-
ber of school teachers and stenographers
have been soundly converted and glo-
riously sanctificd. They are now as busy
as bees in the church, mission, and Sunday
school work. A number of them meet
several evenings in the week for special
prayer and Bible study. ‘I am open for
calls from January 1 for church or camp-
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mecting engagements for all of 1928. Any-
one interested can write me at my home
address, Lisbon, Ohio.”

CarirorNta, PExNsYLvaN1ta—"Over hcre
in soulhwestern Pennsylvania, and in the
heart of the coal belt, where we are en-
tering the ninth month of the coal strike,
God has given us a revival. With our
men out of work, many dishcartened as a
result, Charlic Mourer came to us from
Cincinnati, and with his songs of cheer
and rugged gospel messages awakened
new hope within our people, for which
we thank God, Previous to the campaign
we mect in cottage meetings throughout
the town and the church united in prayer.
A good number prayed their way back to
God; the entire church was quickened,
and we face the battle front wilh a new
zcal and determination. Pray for us as
we minister in this needy ficld, amidst
heart-trying strike conditions; vet in the
Master’s glad service.”—Ralph D. Schur-
man, Pastor.

GARDNER, Kaxsas—"*A two weeks' re-
vival closed at the Friends’ church at
Prairie Center, November 13. Miss Dor-
othy Wilcoxen of Havelin, Kans,, was the
cvangelist, Miss Imil was the song Jeader.
Sixteen prayed through at the altaf and a
rumber claimed to get the blessing in
their homes, and the church was lifted to
higher ground. They have started a mid-
week prayer service. Mrs. Thompson, the
good pastor. stood by the evangelist most
nobly. Any church wishing a meeting by
workers filled with the Holy Ghost will
make no mistake by engaging these two
fine Christian girls,”—J. B. Scott, Re-
portcr,

- Pastor A. B. Brackry, Tulsz, Okla.—
“We arc pleased to report viclory and
that God is honoring our humble cfiorts
on cvery linc. Necarly cvery Sunday God
scems to send among us friends that soon
dcvelop into loyal supporters of our work.
We have cnlarged our quarters in order
to accommodate the incrcased numbers,
The Sunday school has almost doubled in
the last thirty days. Our N. Y. P. S. is

HISTORY OF THE
CHURCH OF THE
NAZARENE

A bock of 160 pages setting forth
the progress of the work ol spreading
the goapel of {ull-salvation over the
earth. It eketches the activities of
individua) saints and then goee on to
rlve an account of the Quokers and
rom that to e history of the Wes-
loyan revival and the Inception of the
church  (Methodlet) orgenized to
teach holiness as a second, definite
work of grace suleequent to justifica.
tion. It gives a bl’le1 yet comprelien-
sive account of the early days of the
Church of the Nazarene and .the va-
clous organizations which merged Into
the present church of that name. The
work of the different boarde s out-
lined end blographica) sketches of all
incumbents of the General Superin.
tendent's office are glven.

Price, 50¢c o copy, postpald.

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
2923 Troost Avenue )

Kansas City, Mo, I

HeraLp or HoLINESS

DEBT MONEY ALREADY RAISED

West Somerville church, at West

Somerville, Mass.,, W. T. Delong,
pastor, has already advanced Five
Hundred Dollars on the “Debt Eman-
cipation Campaign.”- This church feels
that what has to be done might as well
be done quickly and hilariously.
. First church, Chicago, W. G. Schur-
man, pastor, has its share already
pledged, and has so notified headquar-
ters.

Bethany church, Bethany, Okla., A.
L. Parrot, .pastor, states, “Will mail
you a check for our share, Monday,
December 26.”

The determination of the church all
over the nation to risc up and rid itself
of this distressful, unhappy obligation,
it being manifested by the hundreds
of returned postal cards indicating that
practically every where the amount
will be attempted. Let all pray ear-
nestly that the Great Head of the
Clhurch shall give victory to His peo-
ple.

J. G. Morrison, Executive Field Sec'y.

surely a live organization with almost one
hundred per cent active and rcady to do
what they are called upon to do. Thanks-
riving day our local N. Y. P. S. enter-
tainced the zone rally in this scction.
About 225 gucsts were present and were
served with a chicken dinner. This was
aone in very creditable style. Special
music was furnished by an orchestra com-
poscd of our local friends and visitors.
Rev. Guy C. Telcrick, sccretary of the
Tulsa Ministerial Alliance, gave an able
after dinner addreess which was much ap-
preciated. B. J. Wilkins, District Pres-
ident of the N. Y. P. S,, very ably pre-
sided to the delight of all. Rev. F. R.
McConncll preached a stirring message at
night with threc backsliders returning to
the fold. Praise the Lord.”

Brackwerr, Oxranosa—"‘We are on a
gradual up-grade to the hill of the Lord
and proclaiming to all with whom_ we
labor that only those who have clcan
hands and a pure heart will be able to
ascend that hill.  Brother E. G. Theus
and his good wifc and boys have been
with us two ycars and werc unanimously
called back for the third ycar. During
the past year our church, led by the pas-
ters, put on a tent meceting at Tonkawa,
a thriving oil town ncar by, and brought
seven members into the Blackwell church.
These seven aggressive sanctified Chris-
lians began to hold cottage prayermcet-
ings, and from this beginning they have
an organized church of these same charter
members at Tonkawa., They have pur-
chased a church building, called a pastor,
and are doing finc. Qur missionary so-
ciety is a great asset to the church, both
in spirit and finance. The Sunday school
i3 improving gradually with an enrollment
ol more than two hundred. Our N. Y.
P. S. have splendid Sunday night meetings
and hold many prayermeetings. Conver-
sions and sanctifications are frequent at
our regular services. We are now holding
special prayermeetings to pray for our
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. revival which will be held January 1 to

1S with Allie and Emma Irick as évangel-
ists, and Mr. and Mrs. B. D. Sutton as
singers.”"—Mrs. A. L. Wright, Reporter.

Pastor F. R. McCoxnerr, Sapulpa,
Okla.—*God is marvclously blessing our
work here. Even our fondest dreams and
our greatest aircastles could not have
reached as far as God has scen fit to push
us. Rev. V. W. Littrell spent Sunday
with us some time ago. God used Broth-
cr Littecll to help cighteen to come to the
altar and pray through. Then Brother
and Sister Aycock were here for eleven
doys. Seventy-two were either converted
o1 sanctificd and twenty-cight joined the
church. Ve rcccived 110 subscriptions
for the HeraLD or HOLINESS. We appre-
ciate the fact that Brother and Sister
Aycock will let God use them. God wants
to use people, and they allow God to use
them. We bhave called them back for
1929. Brother B. J. Wilkins, our beloved
N. Y. P. S. District President, was with
us Sunday night, November 27. He spoke
to the young people and greatly encour-
sged them. We appreciate Brother Wil-
kins. The Sapulpa church has built a
basement church and owes a thousand
dollars less than it owed two years ago.
Our ambition is to have the largest Sun-
day school in Sapulpa and the largest one
in the district and to keep the glory down
on our souls. Henryetta, Okla., with G.
H. Harmon as pastor, is the only Sunday
school in the district which leads us, and
they are bard to beat.”

Soutaswe CuurcrH, Denver, Colo.—
“Sunday, October 8, our District. Superin-
tcndent, Rev. C. W. Davis, met with us
and organized the Southside Church of
the Nazarenc with thirty charter mem-
bers.  Brother Edward Burden was ap-
pointed as pastor, This work is the result
ol two revivals held by our beloved
Brother D. 1. Vanderpoo! and workers of
Denver First church. After the first re-
vival a mission was started with Brother
Burden in charge, then Brother Vander-
pool held a revival this fall. It was
thought cxpedient that we organize as a
church to further the gospel of Jesus
Christ and holiness in this part of the
city. We who have placed our member-
ship in this newly organized work miss
First church and its beloved pastor and
pcople. We leave, not because of any
gricvance or hard fecling, but we have

The Practical Church Record

roduct; arranged especially
for use ia the Church of tho Nazarenc.
it 1s simple and comprehensive. Every
church should kecp an up-to-date record
of ite membership and this record book
is the place to keep It It has space for
Historical Record, Record of pastors
showing when rutonu began and ended;
an alphabetically indexed record of mem-
bera calling for name, whether married or
single, address, date received, by whom
recoived, how removed an romarks;
Record of Baptlsms, Record of Marrlarea-

The- book fs durably bound In cloth
boards with leather back and corner re-
enforcements; page siza 11% x9 Inches.
Prepald price, xa.oo.-
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