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THE PREACHER AND HIS GOSPEL
By  t h e  E d i t o r

PAUL occasionally measured things by “my gospel,” suggesting that 
there was an intimate connection between the gospel and the man 
who preaches it. The preacher is more than a phonograph record, 

more than a channel through which saving truth passes. Perhaps he would 
be glad to be impersonal and passive if the gospel could be the better 

preached thereby; but he is not given this prerogative. His personality en
ters into his message and truth is vital only in connection with personality. 
So the preacher is preaching himself whether he will or not. And to improve 
his preaching, the preacher must improve himself.

Take two instances: the preacher who takes on simplicity as an ex
ternal thing usually becomes silly rather than simple; and the preacher who 
“works” to be “deep” usually just becomes “muddy” instead. But sim
plicity and depth are both fruits of sincerity and the way to attain them is 
to launch out into one’s self— his better self; where condescension and pre
tense are alike despised.

Yesterday I read a description of a country. But my profit was not as 
large as it might have been because the writer passed from using the lan
guage of the street— not forbidden language, but expressions so common 
place as to savor of condescension— to the vocabulary of the technician. 
So that at one moment I felt that he was “beneath” himself, and the next 
that he was making a flourish of his specialized knowledge. And in either 
case I could not feel that he was fair with me. I would like for him to tell 
me what he saw and felt and thought just as “man to man.” I resented 
what 1 call his insincerity.

And this is my thought regarding the preacher. He must not let me 
feel that he is “coming down” to me. And he must not allow me to feel 
that he is placing before me words and thoughts that he thinks I cannot 
understand. He must be honest and sincere with me. He must tell me what 
he knows and feels and thinks. If his message is not adapted to me, then 
it is a clash of personalities and a call for improvement on the part of us
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both, and that is what we should want. For it is not truth in the abstract, but the 
gospel preached in the power of the Holy Ghost, sent down from heaven that saves 
and inspires and establishes men.

The preacher’s cry to become a better preacher is a cry to become a better 
man; for the gospel which he preaches, although of universal content, is an interpre
tation and revelation of the “man sent from God” who proclaims it. And yet I pray 
more earnestly than ever, “O Lord, make better preachers out of us a ll!”

DEVOTIONAL
nniiiiiiiiiMiiiiiMiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiMiiitiiMiiMiiimiiiiiMiiiiiiiiiti

G O D ’S WILLINGNESS A N D  M A N ’S 
UNW ILLINGNESS

B y  A. M . H ills
0  Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the 

prophets and stoneth them  that are sent unto  
thee: how o ften  w ould I  have gathered th y  chil
dren together, even as a hen gathereth her brood 
under her wings, and ye w ould  n o t! (Luke 
13: 34.)

A nd  when he was come, near he beheld the 
city , and wept over it, saying, I f  thou hadst 
know n in this th y  day, the things that belong 
unto  th y  peace! but now  they are hid from  thine 
eyes (Luke 1 9 :4 1 ).

O N E  blessed tru th  of the Holy W ord is 
th a t Jesus is a picture of God— God 
m anifest in the flesh. Philip saith unto 

him , “Show us the Father, and it sufficeth us. 
Jesus saith unto him , “ H ave I been so long 
tim e w ith you, and yet hast thou not know n 

me, Philip? he th a t hath  seen me hath  seen 
the F ather.” Jesus revealed the F a th e r’s A to n 
ing lo ve ; He revealed the F a th e r’s M ercy; he 
revealed the F athe r’s S ym p a th y ;  He revealed 
His Indignation over sin.
I. We see in the text T h e  W il l in g n e s s  o f  G od

to  save all men.”
“ For God so loved the world  th a t he gave 

his only begotten Son.”

“Come unto  me all ye  th a t labour, and  I will 
give you rest.”

“H im  that com eth  unto  me I  will in no wise 
cast o u t.”

“A well of w ater springing up unto  eternal 
life.” Jesus spoke these words to  the fallen 
wom an of Sam aria.

Jesus forgave a thief and  m urderer on the 
cross. Is Jesus doing such w ork now ? Yes. 
Everyw here.

Valentine Burke was an old-tim e burglar, 
w ith a k it of tools and  a gun alw ays ready. 
His picture was in m any a rogues’ gallery. 
T w enty  years of his life had  been spent in 
prison. He was a big strong  fellow w ith  a  hard  
face and a terrible tongue cursing sheriffs and  
jailers. M oody was holding his first meetings 
in St. Louis, publishing every w ord, a t the same 
tim e th a t Burke was in the St. Louis jail w ait
ing tria l for a deed of daring. “H ow  the Jailer 
a t Philippi G ot C a u g h t!” was the headline of 
M oody’s serm on one day. The paper was p rov i
dentially th row n into B urke’s cell and th a t 
phrase caught his eye. “ Philippi,” he said, w ith 
a chuckle, “ th a t’s a tow n in Illinois. I ’ve been 
there.” B ut when he found out th a t he was 
reading a serm on, he threw  the paper dow n in 
a rage and cursed and  paced his cell like an  en
raged tiger. B ut God got a g rip  on his heart. 
He read the serm on through, and  said, “T w enty
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years I ’ve been a jailb ird. I ’ve lived a dog of 
a life. I ’m getting tired  of it. W hat is it to  
be saved anyw ay. If there is any such God 
as th a t preacher is telling about, I ’ll find it out 
if it  kills m e.” A bout m idnight, afte r hours of 
remorse, and  agony of prayer, he found Him. 
The next m orning he spoke kindly to  the guard  
and greeted the sheriff kindly as a friend and 
to ld  him  of his conversion. The sheriff said to 
the deputy, “ Jim , keep your eye on Burke. 
H e’s playing the pious dodge. Next thing you 
know he’ll be breaking ja il.”

At the trial, th rough failure of evidence, Burke 
was discharged. He s tarted  out in the world 
w ith the stam p of sin on his face, bu t with 
Christ in his heart, hunting  for w ork and find
ing none. He prayed  for a new face and God 
gave it to  him . He again came to  St. Louis, 
discouraged bu t still holding on to God. He was 
sent for by the sheriff who asked him , “H ave 
you kept you r relig ion?” “Yes, s ir,” was the re
ply. “ B urke,” said the sheriff, “ I have had 
you shadow ed every day you were in New 
Y ork, for I thought you were a fraud. B ut 1 
know  you have lived an honest Christian life, 
and  I  w ant you to  be deputy  sheriff.” W hen he 
died he was m ourned by the C hristians of St. 
Louis as a miracle of grace. Such cases are ev
erywhere. There are thousands of them .

Jesus sanctified the people then. He prayed 
for it and  died for it. He com m anded His dis
ciples to  ta rry . Is He doing it now ? Yes, in 
ten thousand  hearts. He has cleansed the hearts 
of d runkards, tobacco-enslaved, m orphine vic
tim s, gamblers, hot-tem pered  people, and  the 
fretful.

II . N otice the unwillingness o f men.
“H o w  o ft w ould  1 ---BUT YE WOULD NOT.”

He would gladly have healed every palsied sin
ner, every fallen wom an, every thief in all P a l
estine. He would gladly have enthroned him 
self in the love of every w om an’s heart—as He 
did  in the heart of M ary. He would have taken 
the greed and the hate and  the envy and  am bi
tion  and m urder out of every ru ler’s heart as 
He did out of Nicodemus and Joseph. He would 
gladly have saved all the people as He did his 
disciples. B ut they w ould  not.

I t  is so now. God never invades the sacred 
precincts of the hum an will. In  its own little 
sphere it is om nipotent. There is no such thing 
as saving a man against his will. Salvation and  
compulsion are contradictory terms. A man

can resist God and go to death and hell in 
spite of a heavenly F ather’s compassion and a 
Savior’s dying love, and all the pleadings and 
im portunings of the Holy Ghost.

If people are no t saved now  it is because they  
will not be. Every drunkard  could be saved as 
well as the few. Jesus was willing to  sanctify 
all His followers. He to ld  500 to ta rry  and 
w ait, but only 120 waited and received the Holy 
Ghost. So now, people sit side by side; some 
accept, and some reject.
II I . The fa te of those who will not have the 

blessings of God.
I t  was something awful. Jesus foresaw it, and 

it well-nigh broke His heart. He saw the city 
and wept over it saying, “ If thou hadst know n.” 
T hey had rejected Christ, their Passover. In 
gorgeous robes the priests still blew their silver 
trum pets, and rent the heavens chanting their 
unmeaning litanies. They had rejected the spot
less Lam b of God, and in blindness of heart 
were sacrificing unmeaning lambs upon their re
jected altars. The blood of Christ had been re
jected, and the blood of their now unmeaning 
and worthless sacrifices was still flowing, and 
the smoke of unavailing offerings was still 
ascending; bu t it was sweet incense to God no 
longer. They still lifted the voice of prayer, 
but God would hear their prayers no more.

An incredible num ber of Passover pilgrims 
gathered in the doomed city. There was a few 
hours of hushed silence; bu t it was the ominous 
silence th a t preceded the bursting storm . T itus 
quickly drew a line of circum vallation around 
the doomed city, and began to  crucify all the 
deserters who fled to him. They crucified Jesus 
and now they are crucified.

They would not have Jesus the bread of life; 
now they have no bread and the story of their 
famine is the most horrible in all literature. 
M others lost their m aternal instincts and de
voured their own children like hungry wolves. 
Whole houses were filled w ith unburied dead, 
which brought an  awful pestilence. The city 
became a cage of furious madmen, a city of 
howling hum an wildbeasts, and cannibals—a hu
m an h e ll! They had  cried to Pilate, “His blood 
be on us and on our children.” And now, amid 
shrieks and flames and suicide and massacre, the 
temple is taken. The great altar of sacrifice is 
heaped with the siain and the courts of the tem 
ple swam deep in blood—six thousand women 
and children w ith a cry of despair and screams 
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of te rro r jieiish am id the blazing ruins of the 
cloisters. 1,337,490 perished in and around  the 
city, and 101,700 were taken prisoners to  be 
sold as slaves or to  die fighting w ith w ild beasts 
in the am phitheater. T itus was appalled and 
exclaimed, “ I t  is the hand of God.” B rother, 
if God dealt so w ith them  for rejecting His 
Son, if we do the same, w hat m ay He n o t do 
to  thee and me?

In this generation when there is so much 
preaching of the sweetest gospel th a t was ever 
preached, m any are indulging in the aw ful lux
ury  of saying, “N o! N o !” to  God. W here is 
this going to  end? Some day God will tu rn  
a deaf ear to  them .

H arry  B. was often pleaded w ith by  a godly 
m other to  give his heart to  God. He answered, 
“O all I  w ant is five m inutes before I die to  
say, ‘God have mercy on me.’ ” In  a few 
m onths Rev. George Kulp was sent for to  pray 
w ith him for he was dying. He h ad  no t prayed 
a m inute before the poor dying m an said, “Tell 
George not to  p ray  too long. I ’m in such agony 
I  can’t  stand it.” He had five m inutes, b u t he 
couldn’t pray.

A company of young men were in a revival, 
and resisted all appeals. They finally covenanted 
together th a t they would never ask anyone to  
p ray  for them . Time rolled on. M rs. W illiams, 
who was holding a revival in a certain city, 
was sitting a t dinner one day. Someone ran to 
her from  a house across the street to  come and 
pray  w ith one of those young men who was 
dying. She w ent, “Pray, p ray , p ray ,” came from  
the dying lips. She was a wonderful w om an in 
prayer. She knelt and tried  to  p ray  b u t she 
could not. “Pray, p ray  p ra y !” She knelt and 
tried again, and the th ird  time, bu t the Spirit 
would not help her to  p ray . The young m an 
had resisted the Spirit, and  when he w anted 
prayer it was too late.

And God has shown to  the needy hearts of 
m any of you Christians the meaning and  im 
portance of sanctification. And you have been 
saying, “N o,” to  the Spirit. Dr. G. Campbell 
M organ said a t Keswick: “ I will say now  back
sliding begins more often in this ten t than  an y 
where else in England. I t  is on the height of 
the m ountain where the light is shining th a t 
the wrong choices are made. I believe th a t up 
and down in the land there are hundreds of 
men and women who have been to  Keswick 
and are infinitely worse ever since. T he call 
came and they did not obey it. T h a t is the

tragedy of it. E very  convention the spiritual 
m ountain top  creates a crisis and ever afte r it is 
higher or lower. W hich shall it b e ? ”

The seeking soul comes face to  face w ith  ab 
solute surrender, full consecration and  the death 
of the carnal m ind. If  one shrinks back and 
refuses to  pay the price, the end will be open 
backsliding and  u ltim ate death.

Dr. Vossler of Loveland, Colo., had  tw enty  
holiness people w ho held weekly prayerm eetings 
in the church. He yielded to  the persuasion of 
carnal members and tu rned  the prayerm eeting 
out of the church. T hey w ent to  the general 
prayerm eeting. A fter a year, he confessed th a t 
they were the strength  of the church p ray er
meeting. He went to  a holiness cam pm eeting 
and heard the tru th  again. He was called to  
Longm ont to  be pastor. His fashionable, w orldly 
wife m oved him to preach against sanctification. 
In  tw o weeks he died wringing his hands and 
saying, “I ’m a lost man. I ’m a lost m a n !”

T H E  KIND O F SERM ON I LIKE
One th a t tells me wherein I have erred and 

suggests a b etter course fo r me to  follow.
One th a t exalts Christ as the Sav ior of the 

world.
One th a t makes me w ant to  do something. 

One th a t stirs to  action. If I go home w ithout 
any  desire, created by th e  serm on, to  do some
thing, to  act upon its suggestion, I  feel th a t my 
tim e has been poorly spent.

One th a t never antagonizes ano ther religious 
sect or creed. Never unjustly  o r destructively 
criticizes an honest conviction or an honest 
doubt. There is a proper way to deal w ith  an 
honest d oubter bu t to  unjustly  ridicule from  the 
pulpit is abusive. T here is a correct way to 
deal w ith  the honest conviction of ano ther who 
we believe is wrong, bu t to  criticize destructively 
from  the pulpit is cowardly as well as un- 
Christian.

One th a t gives me some food for thought, th a t 
leaves som ething for me to figure out for myself, 
and  does not try  to do my th inking for me.

One th a t, when it p o rtrays the attribu tes  of 
God, causes me to see Him as a kind, loving, 
com passionate, forgiving F ather and  not a 
w rathfu l ty ran t.

One th a t makes me love my fellowmen a little 
more.—D e n n i s  W. F o r e m a n , in Religious Tele
scope.
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EXPOSITION A L
T H E  P R O PH E T  A M O S— T H E  PREACH ER  

O F JUDGM ENT
B y  O l iv e  M . W in c h e s t e r  

T h e  F i f t h  S e r m o n  
“Woe to  them  th a t are a t ease in Z ion” (Ch. 6) 
“A h, ye that are easy in Israel,

A nd  secure on the hill o f Samaria;
Ye lords of the first of the nations,

A n d  as gods to the household o f Israel."

T U R N IN G  from the arraignm ent of the 
national w orship w ith its  abundance of 
sacrifice and elaborate ritual, the prophet 
analyzes the personal causes fo r the sins of Is 
rael. Back of all the false worship, back of the 
cruel injustices lay a haughty , over-weening self- 

confidence, which led to  ease, to  self-exaltation, 
to  luxuriousness, to  revelry and careless ind if
ference.

W henever hopes are built upon o ther founda
tions than  trust in God, when reliance is placed 
on m aterial security of any kind, then we need 
beware lest suddenly these be swept aw ay, and 
we find ourselves left deserted and alone. The 
Israelites as well as the inhab itants of Ju d ah  re
lied upon the n a tu ra l fortifications of their 
cities. S ituated  on hills, as they were, they  re
garded them  as im pregnable, therefore they felt 
secure.

W ith this sense of security and their abundan t 
wealth, they sat a t ease. “M aterial prosperity  
often seems now, as it did of o ld ,” says Hastings, 
“lo obliterate the thought of sp iritual responsi
bility. We become rich and easy-going. B ut 
when a m an says to  himself— even if he w'ould 
never ven ture to  say it openly: ‘Soul, lake thine 
ease,’ th a t, according to the verdict of Jesus, is 
the language of the utm ost folly. For while God 
is w orking in Zion and all the energies of the 
H oly Ghost are exerted to  save and bless men, 
it is anom alous th a t those of us who profess 
union w ith  H im  should be less strenuous. We 
need to be aroused to  the fact th a t w'hile the 
promises of the gospel arc ‘w ithout money and 
w ithout price,’ there is yet a very  real price to  
be paid for the blessings of Zion. H enry  D rum 
m ond once said th a t, while the entrance fee to

the kingdom  of God is nothing, the subscription 
is all that a m an has. O ur L ord ’s own life is 
characterized by this one fact, more alm ost th an  
by any other, th a t in it there was no ease. He 
was always a t peace, b u t never ‘a t ease’.”
“M ake haste, O m an, to  do 

W hatever m ust be d o n e ;
Thou hast no tim e to  lose in sloth,

T hy  day will soon be gone.

“ Up, then, w ith  .speed, and  w ork;
Fling ease and self aw ay;

This is no tim e for thee to  sleep,
Up, w atch, and w ork, and p r a y !”

— H o r a t iu s  B o n a r .
Why should Israel thus rest in implicit confi

dence in herself and thus be a t  ease? From  
whence came all the blessings th a t she had re
ceived? H ad they not come from  the hand  of 
Jehovah, her G od? If they would lift up their 
eyes and  look, if they would tu rn  their gaze to  
the east, and behold a kingdom, and then to  the 
north  and finally to the south, w hat m ight they 
see? N ations w ithout as an extensive border 
as theirs. N ations th a t had  felt the hand of 
the conqueror. N ations th a t were not as guilty 
as they because they had  not know n God. If 
these nations had been less blessed in as extensive 
a country, if they had been less guilty before 
God, would no t Israel who had received greater 
blessings, and  therein also as well as otherwise 
become more guilty, be doomed to fall? W hat 
have we nations or individuals th a t we have not 
received?

As a natural accom panim ent to  their feeling 
of case was a giving up to selfish indulgence. 
T hey pu t far from  them  the day of divine judg
m ent, and removing this far from  their thoughts, 
they were the more bold in oppression. They 
pam pered themselves with every form  of lux
urious furnishing for th e ir homes, they fed them 
selves upon the choicest of food. M oreover they 
gave themselves over to revelry. “They tried  to  
lead a m erry life and a happy  one,” observes 
Woffendale. “They displayed ingenuity by in 
venting instrum ents to  drive aw ay dull care. As
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David im proved and introduced musical in stru 
ments into the service of God, so these men de
vised and fitted  them  for luxury and sensuality. 
But artificial music creates no divine harm ony. 
I t  weakens the nature and ministers to  the folly 
of men. W hen men sing instead of weeping, 
when m irth  is unseasonable, unbridled, and li
centious, it is void of everything th a t dignifies 
the m ind and elevates the souls to  God.

‘T here’s no t a string a ttuned  to  m irth
B ut has its chord in melancholy.’ ”

In their revelry of song, they indulged in wine 
no t in m oderate measure in cups bu t using large 
vessels. Thus lost in riotous pleasure they had 
no thought fo r the sufferings and afflictions of 
their nation. Selfish pleasure blinds th e  eye to  
the burdens and the toils endured by others. 
There is a lawful pleasure which m inisters to 
the well-being of m an, b u t when pleasure is car
ried to excess when it has for its one end and 
aim the pam pering of self, it sears the heart 
and conscience to  the ills of others, and it be
comes unlawful. Southey gives as the criterion 
of true pleasure the following: “W ould you 
judge of the lawfulness or unlawfulness of 
pleasures, take this rule: W hatever weakens your 
reason, im pairs the tenderness of your conscience, 
obscures your sense of God, o r takes off the 
relish of spiritual th ings; in short, w hatever in 
creases the strength and au thority  of your body 
over your m ind, th a t thing is sin to  you, how 
ever innocent it m ay be in itself.”

For all these sins, fo r their ease, their pride 
and confidence, their selfish indulgence and  in 
difference, judgm ent was coming. A lready the 
w rath  of the Lord their God was u ttered  against 
them. Their arrogance was abhorred and  their 
palaces only stirred  the sentence of hatred  and 
condemnation.
“So comes a reckoning when the b anquet’s o’er, 

The dreadful reckoning, and men smile no 
m ore.”

In  this sentence of doom they were com m itted 
to captivity , yea, am ong the very first they were 
to  go. M oreover ghastly and fearful were to  be 
the scenes th a t should surround these captives. 
In  the palace where the throng  had  m et, where 
there had been revelry and the song of the viol, 
would come the plague, and even though ten  
men had been left therein, they w ould fall be
neath its deathly grip. As they fall one by one, 
and a kinsman takes up a dead m an to  perform  
the rite* of burning seeking to  know  w hether 
there m ay be others still in the house th a t

should be carried fo rth , he calls to  one in the 
‘innerm ost p arts ’ in sepulchral tones, “ Is there 
yet any  with th ee ?” As Pusey gives th e  pic
ture, this man in the inner recesses of the house 
“was the one survivor of the ten, and he too, 
sick. The question, Is there yet any  w ith thee? 
inquires w hether there was anyone alive, to 
succor, or dead, to  b u rn ?  There was none. All, 
even the bodies, had now been rem oved ; one 
only remained, of all the hum , din, an d  th rong, in 
th a t abode of luxury, one only in the extrem ity 
of its untenanted chambers. P robably  the sick 
m an was going to  speak of God. The uncle 
breaks in upon his N O ! w ith  H ush! for we 
m ay not m ake m ention of the nam e of the 
L ord! Times of plague are, w ith  the m ost, 
times of religious despair. T hey who had  not 
feared God in their prosperity , do nothing bu t 
fear H im  then. Fear, w ithout love, tu rns men 
more aw ay from God. He feels then the p res
ence and  pow er of God whom he had  forgotten. 
He owns H im  as the A uthor of his miseries; 
but, not having know n Him  before, he knows 
Him  now in no other relation. The words then, 
‘for not to be m entioned is the nam e of the 
L ord ,’ are very probably  the voice of despair. 
‘I t  is useless to  nam e H im  now. We did not 
nam e His nam e in life. I t  is not fo r us to  name 
it now, in d ea th .’ ”

How  different are the tw o pictures given us. 
In  one we have all the ease and luxury of m a
terial w ealth, all the m irth  of wine and  song. 
In  the o ther the m idnight of despair and death 
w ithout hope and w ithout God. Y et he who 
shares the one, shares also the other.
“W ith equal pace im partia l fate 

Knocks a t the palace as the cottage gate .”
— H o r a c e .

In this overwhelm ing disaster th a t is to  sweep 
over the land all will be included ; the palaces 
will fall, and also the little houses shall be rent 
w ith clefts. The rich with their profane de
bauchery and the poor m an w ith  his hum ble 
abode, bu t the disaster falls p rim arily  for the 
sins of the rich.

Should they th ink  it strange th a t such evil 
was to  befall them ? Did they not know th a t 
the providences of God were unalterable? D id 
they no t know th a t He ru led  in righteousness 
and tru th ?  D id they ever see horses run upon 
a cliff? W ould the plowm an try  to drive his 
oxen th ithe r?  Such a th ing  w ould  be absurd. 
They all knew th a t right well. B ut did they 
not know also th a t it was equally absurd  “ to

( 6 )
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seek gain from  injustice and  oppression, to  which 
God had annexed loss and  woe, tem poral and 
eternal? M ore easy to  change the course of n a
ture , than  the course of G od’s providence or 
the laws of His ju st re tribu tion . T hey had 
changed the sweet laws of justice and equity  
into the gall of oppression, and  the healthful 
fru it of righteousness, w hereof they had received 
the seed from  God, in to  the life-destroying poi
son of sin. B etter to  have plowed the rock 
with oxen for food! F or now, where they  looked 
for prosperity , they found not barrenness, but 
death .”— P u s e y .

Added to  th is folly of theirs  in thinking th a t 
the laws of justice and equity  m ight be turned 
aside was the fact th a t they rejoiced in th a t 
which actually  had no existence, “a  th ing  of 
nought,” th a t which had no reality  in fact. 
They thought they had a strong kingdom and 
m ighty pow er was theirs, th a t they had won 
this by their own strength , when already the 
nation stood on the horizon which would bring 
doom and destruction upon their land from  the 
north  to  the south.

Such was the sentence of judgm ent upon Is
rael, and such is the sentence no t only upon n a
tions who defy the laws of God and m an, bu t 
also upon individuals. To disregard th e  p rinci
ples of equity  and justice and  fail to  le t the 
heart beat w ith  love and  sym pathy for the b u r
dens of others, to  live in selfish ease and con
tented  pride will ever bring the pronouncem ent 
of condem nation.
“ Lord, lead the w ay the Savior w ent,

By lane and  cell obscure,
And let love’s treasures still be spent,

Like His, upon the poor.

‘'Like Him, th rough  scenes of deep distress, 
Who bore the w orld’s sad weight,

We, in their crowded loneliness,
W ould seek the desolate.

“For T hou hast placed us side by side 
In  this wide w orld of ill;

And th a t T hy  followers m ay be tried,
The poor are w ith  us still.”

— W i l l i a m  C r o s w e l l .
In  seeking for texts, there are tw o th a t stand 

out very distinctly  in this chapter. The first one 
is found in verse one, “ Woe to them  th a t are a t 
ease in Z ion.” The them e m ay be sim ply four 
w ords of the text, “A t ease in Z ion,” and  sub
divisions as practical needs suggest m ay be used.

There are those who are a t ease in  Zion, being 
negligent regarding their own spiritual progress 
and advancem ent. M oreover, oftentim es they 
are a t ease w ithout zeal for the welfare in sp ir
itual m atters of the com m unity in which they 
live and finally they m ay be a t ease w ith  re- 
spcct to the great general interests of the church, 
the extension of the kingdom  a t hom e and 
abroad, the great m issionary interests.

T he o ther outstanding text of this chapter ex
presses the thought of the foregoing text in a 
more specific way. I t  is the last half of verse 
six, “They are not grieved for the affliction of 
Joseph.” No spiritual burden might be used for 
the them e if we desired to apply it especially 
to  our own people. Then we could follow with 
a development, first along the line of the re
sponsibility resting upon the Christian to  carry 
a spiritual burden, the privilege entailed in car
rying such a burden, th a t thereby we enter into 
the sufferings of Christ, and the fruit resulting 
from such a burden. In  connection w ith this 
text it m ight be of interest to  note the outline 
given by Hastings, he gives three thoughts as 
suggested by the passage, first “an appeal to. the 
feelings— in the w ord Joseph. The w ord Joseph 
is significant. The northern  kingdom consisted 
of several tr ib e s ; am ong them  the chief were 
those of M anasseh and Ephraim , descended from 
Joseph so the m ention of Joseph here is an ap 
peal to  patrio tism — Joseph the great ancestor 
of these tribes, the favored by Jehovah, the idol 
of the people.” Then H astings continues in  giv
ing in his next point the statem ent of fact— 
“ the affliction of Joseph,” explaining th a t we are 
responsible to  see the dark  shadows in the lives 
of others and  bear a burden for them . Finally 
there is the fault charged, “ they are not grieved.”

O ther thoughts m ight be brought from  texts in 
this chapter, the evils of unbridled pleasure and 
intem perance m ight be dwelt upon by using 
verses 3-6, and the folly of trusting  in our 
strength or th a t which is w rought by our own 
power might be deduced from  the reproach, “Ye 
rejoice in a thing of nought.”

T o M ake You Sm ile
A W est Virginia Negro, a  blacksmith, recently 

announced a change in his business as follows: 
“Notice— De copardnership heretofore resisting 

between me and Mose Skinner is hereby re
solved. Dem w hat owed de firm will settle w ith 
me, and w hat de firm owes will settle with 
M ose .”— The Pathfinder.

(7)
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HINTS TO FISHERMEN
B y  C . E. C o r n e l l

A  P rison  P rayer O pens Burm a
Soon after Adoniram  Judson  reached Burm a 

he was arrested as a prisoner of w ar by the 
Burm ans, who were a t w ar with the English. 
Although he was not an Englishm an bu t an 
American, he obtained no exemption. Judson 
spent 21 m onths in prison, fever-ridden and 
subject to  malicious bru tality . No doubt read 
ing of P eter’s experience in prison greatly h ea rt
ened the apostle to  B urm a—the consciousness 
th a t though m an seemed to be against him, God 
was surely present in power and potency. His 
bride was his constant inspiration and she did 
all th a t it is possible fo r a hum an being to  do 
in such circumstances. She was perfectly fa
miliar w ith the B urm an language and of a pres
ence th a t won respect even am ong barbarians, 
so th a t she walked unharm ed in the m idst of a 
hostile city with no earthly  p rotector.

While M r. and M rs. Judson  were persons of 
prayer, their persons were prayers— the righteous 
personality th a t stuck to  high duty  and remained 
faithful to  high tasks. P rayer plus work is the 
summing up of the story of every missionary 
conquest. We are sometimes under the im pres
sion th a t we are doing a great w ork in the 
world when in reality we are merely puttering  
around some big thing God has given us to  do.

Christ, th e  W orker
Rev. M. G. Gosselink w riting in The Chris

tian Herald, on the above topic, says, “ Jesus 
was conscientious in His work. E verything he 
did was of first quality. He didn’t  have to be 
watched. He d idn 't have to  be prodded. If all 
workers were such as He, there would be no 
need of tim e-clocks; of overseers; and of the 
whole system  of keeping check on labor. F i
delity counts. Faithfulness in the kingdom  of 
heaven will be properly rewarded. ‘Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I  will give thee a 
crown of life.’ ”

The whole life of Christ was one of consecra
tion. “He came not to  be ministered unto, bu t 
to m inister, and  to  give his life a ransom  for 
m any.” He spent His strength in m inistry  to  
the m ultitudes. He was in tru th , “His b ro th er’s 
keeper.” He has called us to  the same task.

He said, “Go, labour in my vineyard .” He 
d idn’t say, “ Go, and sit down in my vineyard 
under the vines, and  eat the delicious grapes,” 
but He said, "Go la b o r"  If we as Christians 
w orked more earnestly and zealously for Christ, 
we would enjoy our spiritual w ork more, and 
He would have an ab undan t increase of fruits. 
“W ork—th an k  God, for the m ight of it,

The ardor, the urge, the delight of it—
W ork th a t springs from  the heart's  desire, 
Setting the soul and the b rain  on fire.
0 , w hat is so good as the heat of it?
And w hat is so glad as the beat of it?
And what is so kind as the stern com mand, 
Challenging brain, and heart, and h a n d ? ”

B ible M eaning o f th e  Seven  G races
T he following from  Adam Clarke is suggestive:
V irtue—Courage or fortitude, the energy to be 

used in the Christian calling.
Knowledge—T rue wisdom by which your faith  

will be increased and your courage directed and 
preserved from  degeneration in to  rashness.

T em perance— (self - control) — Keeping every 
sense under proper restrain t, and never p erm it
ting the anim al p a rt to  subjugate th e  rational.

Patience — Bearing all trials and  difficulties 
w ith an even mind, enduring in all, and perse
vering th rough all.

Godliness—Piety  to w ard  G od; a deep rever
ential, religious fear; no t only w orshiping God 
w ith  every becoming ou tw ard  act, but adoring, 
loving and m agnifying H im  in the h e a r t ; a d is
position indispensable to  salvation.

B rotherly  Kindness— The strongest attachm en t 
to C hrist’s flock; ieeling each as a m ember of 
your own body.

C harity— Love to the whole hum an race, even 
to you r persecutors.

T h e B ible, th e  G reatest B ook  in  th e  W orld
The L iterary  Digest said: “T ranslated  into six 

hundred languages, the Bible is more read in 
China than  Confucius, m ore read in India th an  
the Vedas, m ore read in Ita ly  th an  Vergil, more 
read in Greece th an  H om er. Recent archaeo
logical research verifies every line of S crip ture.” 

H enry  W ard Beecher once said, “ The Bible
(8)
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stands alone in hum an literature in its elevated 
conception of m anhood, in character and con
duct.” To know  the Book, not only theoretically 
but practically  and experim entally, to  enjoy the 
salvation th a t it teaches, is the greatest know l
edge, and will cure the ills of the world.

Sparks from  th e  A n vil
Anim als are such agreeable friends—they ask 

no questions. They pass no criticisms.— G e o r g e  
E l i o t .

Carelessness docs m ore harm  th an  a w an t of 
knowledge.— F r a n k l i n .

G reat men rejoice in adversity  just as brave 
soldiers trium ph in w ar.— S e n e c a .

The in ten t and  not the deed is in our p o w e r; 
and  therefore, who dares greatly, does greatly. 
— B r o w n .

T h e “ A m en  C orn er”
Original M ethodism  was considered “peculiar” 

because of the “ Amen C orner.” Here gathered 
a num ber of substan tia l C hristian men and 
women, who responded to the telling points  of 
the preacher w ith  a  vociferous A m en ! B ut this 
corner has long since been abandoned by the 
M ethodists. A few Amens come from the con
gregation nowadays, bu t not m any. The N az- 
arenes are m aking a heroic effort to  perpetuate 
the Amens. The following relative to  the Original 
Amen C orner will be of unusual interest.

N otable am ongst the corners of old London is 
th a t denoted “A m en” (w rites P . H . Ditchfield in 
T . P .’s and Cassell’s W eekly.) You come across 
it very surprisingly, perhaps, a fte r an altercation 
w ith  your publisher, or a disappointm ent in not 
securing the exact book you w ant, and  then  you 
will find yourself a t the end of Paternoster Row 
in this little paradise, a green oasis in the m idst 
of tu rbu len t streets and  noisy crowds. Whence 
did it derive its nam e?

This is evidently connected with the nom en
clature of Paternoster Row, Ave M aria  Lane, 
and Creed Lane. I t  m ust be rem em bered th a t 
a ball surrounded the precincts of St. P au l’s 
C athedral, and  the fam ous Row was ju st o u t
side the boundary . In  mediasval times the 
church used to  favor processions, and often the 
clergy of St. P au l’s, attended by choristers a t 
various times, were accustomed to  peram bulate 
the streets nigh the cathedral and the singers 
chanted  as they wrent. W hen they tu rned  into

the narrow  thoroughfare they commenced to  
sing the Paternoster, and w'hen they came to  
Amen Corner they finished their recitation of 
the L ord ’s P rayer. T hen they tu rned  south 
and chanted the Ave M aria as they passed 
along, and when th a t was finished the solemn 
chanting of the Creed was heard  as the proces
sion moved along Creed Lane.

This seems to be a better explanation of the 
names than  th a t devised by John  Stow, who 
stated  th a t P aternoster was so nam ed “because 
of stationers, or text-w riters, th a t dwelt there 
who w rote and sold all sorts of books then in 
use: A. B. C., w ith the P ater N oster, Ave, Creed, 
Graces, etc. There dwelt the turners of beads, 
and they are called Paternoster m akers. A t the 
end of P aternoster Row in Ave M aria Lane, so 
called upon the like occasion of text-m akers and  
bead-m akers then dwelling there.” These a r 
tificers were called paternosters, and  tu rn ed  beads 
for rosaries. One R ichard Russell described as 
a paternoster was living here in 1349. I t  seems 
to  me b etter to  accept the form er explanation.

This little precinct called Amen Corner is sep
arated  from  the street by a wall pierced by a 
handsom e gateway. The College of Physicians 
was in the lane before the G reat Fire, bu t it 
was burned down, and a canon’s house erected 
on (he site. W ithin the Corner and Amen Court 
are the dwellings of the canons of St. P au l’s and 
o ther officials, wherein the form er can w rite 
their sermons and live in peace, and not be dis
trac ted  by the roll of constant traffic in this 
quiet little oasis.

Spear P oints
“ The w orld is long on religion bu t short on 

C hristianity .”
“ A m an is not necessarily a Christian merely 

because he attends church, any m ore th an  a 
w heelbarrow  is an autom obile because it is kept 
in a garage.”

“ I t ’s impossible to  introduce others to  Jesus if 
you do no t know H im  yourself.”

“I t ’s half devotion th a t makes hard  devotion.” 
“T rue religion will operate between Sundays.” 
“ C hristianity knows no bargain counter re

ligion; it calls for full submission to  C hrist.” 
“ Carve your nam e on hum an hearts. They are 

b e tte r than  m arble.”
“To be nameless in w orthy  deeds is a m ighty 

poor biography to  leave.”
— D r . I sa a c  W a r d .

(9)
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H O MIL E TIC A L
TH E H A PP Y  MAN

“H appy is he that hath the God of Jacob for 
his help, -whose hope is in the Lord his God” 
(Psalm  146:5).

The Bible has much to  say about happiness or 
joy. I t  never fails to  show where such m ay be 
found, and of w hat it consists. In  this Psalm  we 
have both the source and  nature of true happi
ness.

I .  H a p p i n e s s  I s  F o u n d  b y  T h o s e  W h o  
P o s s e s s  G o d .

God is the only source of lasting joy. If we 
hope in things, certain failure is sure to result; 
because things cannot produce lasting happiness. 
The same m ay be said of persons, they cannot 
give us lasting joys. To have God for our help; 
and to have hope in the L ord  is to  possess ever
lasting happiness. P overty  cannot destroy it, nor 
men take it aw ay. Strange as it m ay seem, God's 
joy is in possessing us, and our joy is in  posses
sing H im . In  this relationship redem ption is com
plete.

II . T h e  N a t u r e  o f  H a p p in e s s  W e F in d  I n  
G od

1. Because He “Keepeth tru th  forever” (v. 6).
God never will b reak  His promises, nor will

He fail those who tru s t in H im . He cannot dis
appoint us, for “He keepeth tru th  forever.” He 
will help when we need help. O ur hope is se
cure for it is in the covenant-keeping God of 
Jacob.

Let this stim ulate our faith  in times of trouble 
and fears. God cannot fail us, He will help us. 
Surely this should make us happy.

2. Because “H e executeth judgm ent for the 
oppressed” (v. 7). The wicked oppress the 
righteous. They distress them  w ith their p er
secutions. They deny them  of their rights, and 
slander them  in hatred . The devil adds his power 
to trouble them  and  afflict them  in m any ways. 
But God will execute judgm ent. He will de
liver His people from  the power of their foes. 
H e will not condemn them , b u t will judge them  
righteously. Wje are safe while in His hands. 
F or H e understands us fully, sym pathizes w ith 
us in our troubles. This should m ake us happy.

3. Because “The L ord  giveth food to  the 
hungry  (v. 7). Can we be starved while such 
a promise stands? H ave not the saints a per
fect right to  claim this prom ise? Can God not 
fulfill it?  Will He fail to  do so? I f  we believe 
H im  in this, then be happy, because our bread 
is sure.

4. Because “The L ord  looseth the prisoners.” 
Our happiness is in freedom, the freedom  which 
the Son gives. L iberty  from  fear, from  evil, 
from  men, from  the w orld’s ways and fashions, 
from  w orry, from  death, and  from  the grave. Can 
anything hold us prisoners when the Lord  looseth 
us?" Then be happy in the liberty  which the 
L ord  doth  give.

5. Because “The L ord  openeth the eyes of 
the b lind .” Here true happiness is in being able 
to see. See w hat the wicked can never see. We 
see God, and hope, and heaven, and our eternal 
home, and  life, and eternal bliss. W e see values 
in afflictions, enlargem ent in distress, pow er in 
weakness, help in tem ptation . M uch is seen by 
those whose eyes have been opened.

6. Because “The L ord  raiseth them  th a t are 
bowed dow n.” This is exaltation to  a place of 
honor. M ade kings, and priests unto  God. 
R ights and privileges are now ours. Pow er in 
prayer, in faith , can we conquer the world.

7. Because “T he L ord  loveth the righteous.” 
O ur happiness is in being loved of God.

J U S T IF IC A T IO N
(R om . 5 : 1 )

I .  A n  E v a n g e l ic a l  A c t
1. An act of G od’s free grace (C athech ism ).
2. As to  the origin (Rom . 3 : 2 4 ; Heb. 9 : 1 2 ; 

M att. 20 : 28).
3 . As to  the cause (Rom . 3 : 25, 2 6 ; 1 Joh n  

4 : 10).
4 . As to  the agent (R om . 8 : 3 3 ; Gal. 3 : 8 ; 

Isa. 50 : 8 ).
II . T h e  E s s e n t ia l  G r o u n d  o f  J u s t if i c a t io n  

(C h ris t).
1. He took our law place (2 Cor. 5 : 2 1 ; Acts 

13 : 38 , 39).
2. His blood (1 Joh n  1 : 7 ; Rom . 5 : 9 ; M att. 

36 : 28).
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3. His resurrection (R om . 4: 25).
4. His obedience (R om . S: 10; Phil. 2 :8 ;  1 

Pet. 1 :2 ) .
I I I .  I t  C h a n g e s  O u k  R e l a t io n

1. Our state by natu re  (Children of w rath ) 
(E ph. 2 :3 ) .

2. Our stale of grace (P ardoned) (E ph. 1: 7).
3. It is therefore a judicial act by which he 

places the sinner in right relation  to  him 
self (Gal. 2: 20).

4. By his great grace (E ph. 2 :8 , 9 ; Joh n  
6: 44).

5. By faith  (R om . 2 :28, 29; 1: 16, 17; Phil. 
3 :9 ) .

6. We become sons and heirs (R om . 8: IS, 17; 
Gal. 4: 5, 6).

I V .  T h e  E x p e r i m e n t a l  E f f e c t s , or E v id e n c e s
1. Peace w ith God (forgiveness of sins) (Rom . 

S :  1 ) .
2. Peace of God (God-like peace) (Phil. 4: 7).
3. Crucified affections and lusts (Gal. 5 :2 4 ) .
4. F aith ful in every good work (Col. 1: 10, 

11).
5. H oly conversation and godliness (2 Pet. 

3: 10 , 11) .
6. Overcoming the world, flesh and the devil 

(Joh n  5 :4 , 5 ).—Selected.

G O D ’S C A R E  FO R  US
B y  E. M . V a u g h t

T ex t—For he careth fo r  you  (1 P eter 5: 7).
I. H e  C a k e s  t o r  O u r  B o d ie s

1. “ If God so clothe the grass of the field 
. . . shall he n o t much more clothe you,
O  ye of little fa ith ? ” (M a tt. 6 :3 0 ) .

2. “Himself took  our infirmities, and bare 
our sickness” (M a tt. 8: 17).

3. “We ourselves groan w ithin ourselves, 
waiting for the adoption, to  w it, the re
dem ption of our b ody” (R om . 8 :2 3 ) .

I I .  H e  C a r e s  f o r  O u r  M e n t a l  D is t r e s s
1. “T ake ye no thought how or w hat thing 

ye shall answer or w hat ye shall s a y ; for 
the H oly Ghost shall teach you in the 
same hour w hat ye ought to  say” (Luke 
1 2 : 1 1 , 1 2 ).

2. “ Casting all your care upon him, for He 
careth for you” (1 Peter 5: 7).

I I I .  H e C a r e s  f o r  O u r  P e r s o n a l  W e l f a r e
1. “The L ord  God is a sun and shield: the 

L ord  will give grace and glory: no good 
th ing will he w ithhold from  them  th a t 
w alk u prigh tly” (Psa. 84: 11).

2. “And we know th a t all things w ork  to 
gether fo r good to  them  th a t love G od” 
(R om . 8: 28).

IV. H e  C a r e s  f o r  O u r  S o u l
1. “ I have laid help upon one th a t is 

m ighty” (Psa. S9: 19).
2. “He gave His only begotten Son th a t 

whosoever believeth on him should not 
perish but have everlasting life" (John  
3: 16).

3. “And the very God of peace sanctify you 
w ho lly ; and I  p ray  God your whole spirit 
and soul and body be preserved blam e
less unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
C hrist” (1 Thess. 5 :2 3 ) .

BUDGET BALLAST
B y  W i l l i a m  G. H e s l o p  

( S t u d y  T w o )
1. “The people which sat in darkness saw 

great lig h t; and to  them  which sat in th e  region 
and shadow of death  light is sprung up” (M a t
thew 4:16).

The missionary message is an old message. 
Notice the sad condition of the people'.

. 1. Sitting in darkness.
2. Sitting in the region and shadow of death. 

H eathen religions are not all right. The people 
are sitting in darkness. H eathen religions are 
not more suitable to  the needs of the people. 
T hey are sitting helpless in the region o f death. 
H eathen religions are not more adapted  to their 
peculiar surroundings and habits. T hey are sit
ting hopeless in the shadow of death. God’s 
W ord settles it. W ithout Jesus Christ they are 
and shall remain  in thick, black, im penetrable 
darkness.

“ Christianity is a missionary religion because 
it claims, and justly  claims, to  be superior to  all 
o ther religions.”

“I know  of a w orld th a t is sunk in a shame, 
W here hearts oft faint and tire ;

B ut I  know  of a Name, a precious Name, 
T ha t can set th a t w orld  on fire;

Its  sound is sweet, its le tters flame;
I know of a name, a precious name,

’Tis Jesus.”
II . “Follow me and I will make you fishers 

of m en” (M atthew  4:19).
M en. Fishers of men. To be a follower of the 

Christ is to  be a fisher of men. Following and 
fishing is faith  and  works. If you are a follower 
you are a fisher.

“No man can follow Christ w ithout following 
H im  to the u tterm ost p a r t of the ea rth .”

“N ever a day nears its sunset 
Never the sea tu rneth  tide 

( 11)
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B ut lam ps are gone out in the darkness,
Poor sinners for whom  Christ died.”

“W ould you have been content to live and to 
die w ithout having know n C hrist? F or yourself 
it would have been an immense loss, and  by de
laying to  give to  heathen nations th e  gospel, you  
are inflicting this great loss upon them .”

“A soldier was once missed am id the bustle of 
the great battle , his officer went in search of 
him  and found him amusing himself in a flower 
garden. He excused himself by telling the officer 
th a t he was not doing any harm. H e was tried, 
convicted and shot."

“Jesus I fain would find 
T hv zeal for God in me.

T hy yearning pity  for m ankind 
Thy burning charity .”

II I . “And they imm ediately left the ship, and 
their father, and followed him ,”

Forsaking 
ollowing 
ishing

This is always the divine order. E verything 
must bend to  soul winning.

“I cared not where or how I lived, or w hat 
hardships I w ent through, so th a t I could but 
gain souls for C hrist."

“Of all the sacrifices there is none in the sight 
of the alm ighty God equal to  zeal for souls.” 
“D ying? Yes, dying in thousands,

A hopeless, despairing d e a th ;
Can we not hear them  calling—

Pleading with bated  b rea th?
Will no one come over and bring us lig h t;
M ust we perish in darkness darker than  n ig h t?”

When R obert M offatt, the Cheshire gardener, 
offered himself as a missionary, some of his 
friends th o ug h t and  som e of them  actually said 
th a t his brains were turned. His reply was, 
“T urned? So they are. B ut they are turned the 
right w ay.”

“ Do you say, as an excuse for rem aining here, 
that, ‘There is work enough at hom e to do’?” 
“ If you are honest, then you are h ard  a t w ork. 
H ave you led a soul to  Christ during the past 
y ea r?”

IV. “Ye are the salt o f the earth" (M atthew  
5:13).

Ye (not someone else) are (not shall be) the 
salt (preserving) of the earth  (not only Eng
land and A m erica).

Salt preserves from decay, corruption, p u trefac

tion. B ut fo r the sea with its salt men could 
not live.

Barnes says th a t “ Christians are to  keep the 
world from  entire m oral corruption 
they save the world from  universal vice and 
crim e.”

Notice: 1. C hristians are the salt (not only 
preachers, and priests, and  bis
hops, b u t ye ).

1. To keep the world  from  corrup
tion  and  death.

3. To save the world  from  universal 
death and  dam nation.

“W hat could be more w onderful th an  to  be 
welcomed in the land of cannibals by children 
singing hym n s!”

“S a y ! are you straitened in spirit ?
S a y ! does one passion abide ?

O say are you spending you r h ea rt’s blood 
F or sinners for whom  Christ d ied?”

“ Behold a hopeless w orld! See a huge w hirl
pool. Deathless spirits, rushing w ith ever in 
creasing velocity in the round  of tim e; powerless 
to help them selves, w ithout God, w ithout Christ, 
w ithout hope. Pause until you get a clear vision 
of this aw ful sight.”

ILLU STRA TIV E M ATERIAL
Com piled by J . G l e x n  G o u l d  

P reach  It and W eep
I t was a one-m an church, and candidates for 

the pulpit were being heard. An applicant came 
and preached on the text, “The wicked shall be 
tu rned  into hell.” T he rich m an tu rn ed  thum bs 
dow n on him . This preacher was followed by 
another who by a strange coincidence used the 
same text. The rich m an said, “H e’ll do, call 
h im .” Folks were am azed. “ W hy, he had the 
same text as the o ther m inister,” they said. 
“T rue,” replied the rich m an, “he preached th a t 
the wicked would be tu rn ed  in to  hell all right, 
b u t he was, oh, so sorry, while the o ther m an 
was glad of i t .”— Sunday School Times.
A s Ye F org ive  Men

When Joh n  Wesley came to America to  serve 
as a m issionary to  the American Indians, he 
sailed on the same vessel w ith G eneral Ogle
thorpe, who was coming to take up his duties 
as G overnor of Georgia. One day M r. Wesley 
heard a great com m otion in the governor’s cabin. 
Stepping up to  inquire as to  the trouble, he 
found the governor in a great rage. He said, 
“M r. Wesley, you m ust excuse m e ; I have met 
w ith a p rovocation  too great for m an to  bear.
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You know, the only wine I drink  is Cyprus 
w ine; I  therefore provided myself w ith  several 
dozens of it, and th is villain (his servan t) has 
d runk  the whole of i t ; b u t I  will be revenged 
upon him . I  have ordered him to be tied  hand 
and foot and  placed on the m an-of-w ar, for I 
never forgive.” “ Then I  hope, sir,” said M r. 
Wesley, looking calmly at him , “you never sin.” 
The governor was so rebuked by the reproof th a t 
he forgave the servan t on th e  spot an d  ordered 
his im m ediate release.—Selected.
C rucify  th e  H ow s and W h ys!

On a Sunday I  found myself (w rote D r. A. J . 
G ordon) in a country  tow n am ong strangers. 
M y steps were led fo r the m orning service to  
a plain, unpretending little church. I  thought to  
find the peace of G od's h o u se ; rest in  G od’s 
W ord, cheer for His love, and fellowship w ith  
H is people; for God is the same always and 
everywhere. B ut I  did n o t expect to  hear a 
message to  me from  a strange pulpit, by a 
s tranger’s voice. Y et th a t is w ha t I  did hear.
I  brought aw ay just one sentence in m y m ind 
th a t I th ink  was a  message of God to  me. I t  
was in  the closing prayer, a fte r a sermon a d 
dressed to those halting  and  hesitating about 
coming to  Christ. “ 0  God! help us to  get rid  of 
our questionings; help us to  crucify our whys 
and hows"  (cf. Gal. 5 :2 4  w ith  6: 14). C ruci
fixion is a sham eful and ignominious death. T h a t 
is w ha t is to  be done w ith  doubts and  ques
tionings—p u t them  to  death, w ithout any  m ercy 
or favor.— W atchw ord.
T h e W id ow ’s M ite

D r. A. B. Simpson has retold the story  of king 
Theodosius and the widow Eudoxia, as follows: 
“There is a very beautifu l ancient legend which 
represents the em peror Theodosius as having 
built a costly tem ple in Constantinople, his im 
perial c i ty ; and having em blazoned on its front 
in le tters of gold, ‘This church the em peror 
Theodosius bu ilt for G od.’ W hen the day of 
dedication came, the princes and prelates of the 
empire were assembled w ith  great pom p, for the 
opening services. As the em peror was about to  
enter, he noticed w ith  astonishm ent and anger 
th a t the inscription h ad  been rem oved and an 
other added in its place: ‘This Church the 
Widow' Eudoxia built for God.’ The ceremonies 
were suspended, and the police were sent to  
search fo r the presum ing w om an who h ad  dared 
thus to  insult the em peror. A fter a long search 
they found a poor widow  outside the city walls 
in a little cabin, who answered to  th is nam e. She

was sum m oned before the emperor and asked 
w hat she had  ever done to build the temple. She 
replied w ith  honest words th a t she had  done 
nothing and  claimed no c red it; th a t indeed she 
was too poor to  do anything for th e  costly edi
fice which she knew was rising fo r her Savior, 
and  for which the costly stones had  been daily 
d raw n past her roadw ay along the rough and 
rocky path , until her heart had  often longed to 
do som ething to  help ; but she was too poor to  
do aught. She confessed, however, th a t she had 
done one little th ing ; she had often gone to  the 
roadside and  pulled the long grass and spread 
it over the rough rocks where the oxen drew  the 
polished stones, and  where she feared they would 
be ja rred  and  disfigured, and  thus she had 
smoothed the path  for the builders, though she 
could do no more. She had not even dared to 
come to the opening service, bu t had rejoiced 
in her little cabin, and thanked  God th a t the 
w ork had  been accomplished.

“The em peror was deeply m oved by her story, 
and  the old legend adds, he subdued his passion, 
and m odestly assumed th a t some unseen and  su
pernatural hand  h ad  come, unknow n to any 
earthly  eye, and  h ad  given to the poor widow 
the honor th a t was due to  her, ra ther than  to  
the em peror; because all th a t he had done had 
cost him  nothing, while hers was perhaps the 
only true service of sacrifice and love th a t had 
been expended upon th a t gorgeous edifice, and 
to her God had given the honor which love alone 
has the right to  claim. So still, celestial eyes 
are watching, and celestial hands are recording 
for each of us the need of true m erit and  eternal 
recompense which love and sacrifice shall ever 
claim above all the pretensions of self-sufficient 
hum an pride.”
T h e M an w ith  th e  M uck-rake

“The In te rp re ter takes them  ap art again, and 
has them  first in a room  where there was a 
m an th a t could look no way b u t downwards, 
w ith a m uck-rake in his hand. There stood also 
One over his head, with a celestial crown in 
His hand, and proffered to  give him  th a t crown 
for his m uck-rake; b u t the m an did neither look 
up  no r regard, bu t raked to himself the straws, 
the small sticks and  the dust of the floor. Then 
said C hristiana, ‘I persuade myself th a t I  know 
som ew hat th e  meaning of th is ; for this is a 
figure of a m an of this w orld ; is i t  not, good 
s ir? ’ ‘T hou hast said the righ t,’ said the In 
te rp re ter; ‘and his m uck-rake doth  show his car
nal m ind. And whereas thou  seest him ra ther
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give heed to rake up straw s and sticks, and the 
dust of the floor, than  to  w hat he says th a t calls 
to  him from  above, with the celestial crown in 
his hand, it is to show th a t heaven is bu t as a 
fable to  some, and th a t things here are counted 
the only things substantial. Now, whereas it 
was also showed thee th a t the man could look 
no way but downw ards, it is to  let thee know 
th a t earthly things, when they are with power 
upon men's minds, quite carry their hearts away 
from  God.’ Then said Christiana, ‘Oh, deliver 
me from this m uck-rake!’ ‘T ha t p rayer,’ said 
the In terpreter, ‘has lain by till it is alm ost rusty. 
Give me not riches (Prov. 3 0 :8 )  is scarce the 
prayer of one in ten thousand. Straw s and sticks 
and dust, w ith most, are the great things now 
looked a fte r.”— J o h n  B u n y a n .
S ervice not a M atter of C h oice

At the Student Volunteer Convention held in 
Nashville, Tennessee, a few years ago, the fol
lowing incident was told by one of the speakers: 
A wealthy American living in Paris was p er
suaded by some of his friends to  try  to get an 
appointm ent from  President Roosevelt as a m em 
ber of the American Embassy in Paris. They 
said it would help him socially and  give him 
more prestige. So he came to  W ashington, and 
when he had gained an audience with the Presi
dent, he said, “ I th ink I could serve my country , 
perhaps, if I should have this appointm ent in 
P aris.” B ut M r. Roosevelt in terrup ted  him w ith 
the words, “M y young friend, a m an desiring to 
serve his country  does not begin by saying where 
he is going to  serve.”—Selected.
F ather’s W ill

An old man was walking to church reading 
his Testam ent as he walked. A friend m et him 
and said, “ Good morning, neighbor.” “Good 
m orning,” replied the old m an; “ I am  reading 
my F athe r’s 'w ill as 1 walk along.” “Well, w hat 
has He left y o u ? ” “W hy, He has bequeathed me 
a hundredfold more in this life, and, in the 
world to  come, life everlasting!” It happened 
th a t his neighbor was in peculiar trouble a t the 
tim e, and the Christian m an’s response was a 
word in season, bringing great com fort to  him. 
— Selected.
Q u een  V ictoria  and th e “ Messiah**

In one of his addresses a t Keswick, Dr. P ier
son told the following anecdote of queen Vic
toria, and appealed to all present to  follow her 
example in this m atter. He said, “ In  th a t same 
year in which she was crowned there was a se
ries of festivities, closing with the perform ance

of H andel’s ‘M essiah.’ I have observed th a t 
w henever you perform  th a t oratorio in G reat 
B ritain, and the H allelujah Chorus comes to  be 
sung, you all rise to  your feet. Those who had 
to do w ith the instruction of the queen con
cerning court m anners, inform ed her th a t it 
w ould be a great violation of court etiquette to  
rise, as it was the prerogative of royalty  to  re
main seated when the m ultitude stood. So when 
the chorus began and the whole m ultitude rose, 
the queen, desirous to  testify  for C hrist, yearned 
to stand  up, to o ; but she rem em bered her in 
structions, and like an obedient young sovereign, 
retained her seat. As the singers w ent on: 

‘H allelujah ! H allelujah ! H allelujah !
F or the Lord God O m nipotent reigneth,’ 

the queen almost had to  take hold of the sides 
of her chair to  keep from  standing up. But 
when they reached th a t magnificent passage: 

‘King of kings 
And Lord of lords,’ 

the queen forgot her court instructions and the 
m anners of royalty. M eekly rising to  her feet, 
she folded her arm s over her breast, and bowed 
her head w ith the crown of British empire on 
her brow.

‘Bring fo rth  the royal diadem ,
And crown Him  Lord of all.’ ”

—Selected.V acan t T em ples
I t is said th a t when Pom pey captured Je ru 

salem he entered the tem ple. On reaching the 
vast curtain  th a t hung across the “holy of 
holies,” into which none but the high priest could 
enter, and  th a t only on one day of the year, he 
wondered w hat the dark  recess m ight contain. 
He drew the veil aside, bu t the glory had  de
parted  and there was nothing there. H ow  m any 
people today  are like th a t?  Temples w ithou t a 
God. All beautifu l outside. B ut when we lift 
the veil and pass beyond to where the glory 
should be, there is nothing to be seen. The glory 
is gone.—Selected.

T ranquility
Let nothing d isturb  thee,
N othing affright thee;
All things are passing;
God never changeth.
P atien t endurance 
A ttaineth  to  all th ings;
W ho God possesseth 
In  nothing is w an tin g ;
Alone God sufficeth.
— H e n r y  W a d s w o r t h  L o n g f e l l o w .

(14)



T H E  P R E A C H E R ’S M AGA ZIN E 271

PRACTICAL
A  C O N CEPTIO N  O F TH E N A Z A R E N E  

P A S T O R ’S RESPONSIBILITY
B y  L. A. R e e d  

P a r t  T h r e e

T'H E  pasto r should be zealous about the 
developm ent of his connectional interests 
—local, district and general.

The dem ands which are made upon a pastor 
in this age are such th a t he cannot be a one 
groove m an. He m ust, as it were, have enough 
hands to  keep his finger on every pulse of the 
church. This is especially true of the Sunday 
school, the W. F . M . S., and the Young People’s 
Society. He m ust show enough interest in the 
S abbath  school to  be there ahead of tim e, and 
always a t the service of the Sunday school su
perintendent. I t  would not be a bad idea for 
him  to greet people a t the door. We do not con
tend  th a t he should teach a class. In  fact it is 
preferable th a t he do not, bu t th a t he should in 
terest himself in every class and activity . He 
should always have his statistics on his tongue’s 
end. He should always know  w hether his school 
is growing, standing still, or on the decline, and 
act accordingly. He should know w hether his 
offerings are keeping up sufficiently to w arran t 
any advanced program  or w hether his school is 
running in the “ red .” I t is merely his business 
to  keep himself inform ed on these things, b u t it 
is surprising how few o f our pastors do keep 
themselves inform ed about these things. Again 
he should have an active in terest in the progress 
of his W om an’s M issionary Society. I t  has a l
w ays been our experience th a t the wom en’s p ro 
gram  can be guided so th a t their finances can 
take up  the slack, should there be any, in the 
m issionary portion  of the General Budget. I t  is 
not necessary for a pastor to  be a t their m eet
ings. I th ink  they get along b etter w ithou t him. 
Once in a while a w ord of address to  them  will 
inspire them  to  even greater effort. He should be 
sufficiently respected by his women so th a t they 
will inquire and  seek his advice relative to  their 
m issionary plans. If a pasto r is wise, he will 
push the P rayer and Fasting League. This is a 
great sp iritual and financial blessing to  the

church. All of the people praying and fasting 
at least once a week, is bound to  reflect in the 
spiritual life of the congregation. And then the 
financial aspect is not to  be slighted. So far 
this year, after six m onths, the P rayer and F as t
ing League of First church, Kansas City has 
brought in in excess of five hundred dollars. 
This means we have 130 people praying and 
fasting once a week and giving a special offer
ing for missions. If a pastor w ants to  take ex
ception to the plan because of some extraneous 
excuse, he is liable to estrange his women from  
his program  and also rob his people of a great 
blessing in their spiritual life.

There there are the young people. A pastor 
should be at his young people’s society and be 
a booster. He should speak once in a while. We 
follow the practice of speaking whenever a fifth 
Sunday occurs in the m onth. Our active part 
should be lim ited among the young people, for 
they like to  conduct their own service. They are 
always open to  advice and very susceptible to  
it, if it is given wisely. A pasto r’s influence 
with his young people should not be lim ited to 
the Sabbath  activities. The tim e has come in  the 
history of church life, when, slow as we are to  
receive it, the activities of the young people 
should be guided to the extent of supervision 
of just about all their week day life as well as 
Sunday life. This is increasingly so in the cities 
where so m any things will detract from  their a t 
tention  on church services and work. We do 
not know to just w hat extent we can carry out 
such a program , but this I do know , th a t when 
I neglect my young people, all during the week, 
the first thing I know, some other pasto r has 
their interest and confidence, or their footsteps 
are guided in another direction, sometimes de
nom inationally but more frequently  m orally. I t  
has been the policy w ith many of our pastors 
to  keep telling the young people w hat they 
couldn't do and yet not tell them  w hat they 
could do. They have robbed them  of every o u t
side interest, w ith the result th a t we have lost 
many good, live young people because of the 
p asto r’s folly. The pasto r should, to  a degree, 

(IS)
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enter into their social life. These little in tim ate 
contacts, some times count more with individuals 
than  the sermons one preaches. We have made 
it a practice to  get as close to  our people as we 
could, w ithout allowing them  to  be fam iliar 
with us. Close enough to  gain th e ir confidence 
and respect, yet not too close, so th a t we might 
possibly gain their contem pt through too much 
social contact. We m ake it a point to  eat lunch 
with some laym an of our church each M onday 
noon. This contact w ith our men helps us in 
the solution of the problems of our church, fo r 
ofttim es their viewpoint is even more v ita l than  
ours. I t  also gives us a close up view of their 
spiritual life and their religious thinking, which 
in tu rn  assists us to  know w hat type of messages 
the congregation needs and  appreciates. We 
should be the servants of our people. In  order 
to  serve them  properly, we m ust know them . 
They should not feel th a t we m ust move to  
every whim they might have, or run  a  jitney 
bus to carry them  all over tow n, or as the 
apostles objected “ serve tables” bu t we should 
in a m anner com m ensurate w ith our position, 
keep our contacts in shape, and  our re la tion
ships proper.

Then there are the district interests which ev 
ery pastor m ust face. These are the hardest in 
terests to  properly care for. They are the in 
terests between the local and  the general. I t  is 
easy for one to  appreciate the local dem ands, and  
also demands in which one is interested, but 
when we look from  the local to  the general we 
frequently look over as well as over look the 
district interests. Y et in the economy of our 
polity  the district is an indispensable unit in the 
work which we are endeavoring to do. Some
times districts come into existence prem aturely. 
This makes the D istrict Superintendent, mostly 
a home missionary, w ith very little if any  sup
port, bu t when you consider th a t the small 
church owes its very existence to  the district, it 
should m ake an honest effort to  support the dis
tr ic t interests, which in tu rn  foster new endeavor. 
The fact of the case is, in relation to  the gen
eral church, the district is the goose th a t lays 
the golden egg, and it is the pasto r’s responsi
bility to  prom ote its interests.

Then there are a few considerations relative to  
our general work. We have spoken of the need 
of zeal and vision in our foreign missionary 
w ork, bu t there are one or tw o others which 
should dem and our attention . No ecclesiastical 
organization such as a denom ination can exist

unless it supports three things, e. g., foreign 
missions, church schools and denom inational li t
erature. L et any  one of these three go and we 
m ight as well w rite "ad  finis” to  our h istory. 
In  supporting foreign missions we are only keep
ing the com m and of the L ord  to  take the gos
pel to  every c rea tu re ; in supporting our schools 
we are preparing men and  women to  do th is  task  
of evangelizing the w orld. We cannot tra in  N az- 
arene preachers in M ethodist and B aptist or any 
other denom inational schools. Som ehow or other 
they ju st do not seem to return  to  us Nazarenes. 
No doubt our educational policy needs much a t
tention, revision and pruning, especially the la tte r 
fo r all we need are three schools or four a t the 
most, bu t we m ust have schools, so let us get 
down to business and support them  properly.

Then there is the th ird  consideration, nam ely, 
a church literature. This is the greatest w ay, next 
to  preaching of spreading the gospel to every 
creature. We m ust have a church paper and  Bi
ble school literature. The teachings of o ther peo
ple are never going to  assist us in doing the task  
God has called us to  do. O ur literature  should 
have a p rom inent place in every Nazarene home. 
So m any of our people take such papers as the 
Christian Witness, Pentecostal Herald, G od’s R e
vivalist, etc., which are very fine papers, b u t it 
is the pasto r’s responsibility to  see to  it, th a t 
before any others find entrance into N azarene 
homes, the H erald  of Holiness comes first. Live 
o r die, sink or swim, survive or perish, we m ust 
boost this g reat paper until it is a positive re
ligious force in the religious life of the U nited  
States. We m ust boost the Publishing House 
and  not allow it to  be em barrassed by our de
linquency. Let everybody say, Amen.

II. F A C T S T H E  M A TERIA LS OF R E V IV A L  
PREACH ING

B y  R e v . J a m e s  H. C a u g h e y  
Compiled by Dr. II . Orton W iley

I N  P R E A C H IN G , facts are my materials, 
and  not theories. N ot th a t I  am  insensible 
of the benefit of theories; they are very 
good in their place, no r do I neglect them . They 
m ay be to  a discourse w hat a foundation  is to  

a building. A foundation  answers no purpose, 
unless an edifice be raised upon i t ;  bu t we w ant 
more than  the foundation in the construction 
of a seemly specimen of correct architecture. 
A sermon, all theory , is neither pleasing, p ro fita
ble, nor effectual. I  consider a theorem , of course, 
in the sense of a religious tru th  laid down as a

(16)
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principle, and treated  in a speculative m anner, 
w ithout any illustration w hatever. Our L ord  
never neglected first principles, but he never 
speculated upon them . He seldom advanced a 
theological principle in the absence of a his
torical fac t; nor the simplest m oral tru th , w ith 
out an illustration of some kind, real or sup
posed.

A few years ago, I  was invited by a surgeon 
to  hear a m edical lecture in th e  College of 
Physicians and Surgeons in the city of New 
Y ork. The p latfo rm  was honored by the p res
ence of several ta lented  physicians. We had  been 
seated but a few minutes when an active little 
m an, age about fifty, m ade his appearance on 
the p latform , and was cheered by the students. 
He announced his subject im m ediately: “The in 
fluence of the nerves upon the mind, and of 
the m ind upon the nerves." Brisk, lively, and 
eloquent, he had our a tten tion  in a m om ent, 
nor did he lose it during the entire lecture. 
Principles were laid dow n at once; bu t, instead 
of supporting theories by theories and discussing 
them  in the d ry  technicalities peculiar to  the 
medical science, as I  expected, he came forw ard 
w ith  facts, undeniable facts, d raw n from  his own 
experience and the observation of others. Real 
life and history  were called upon for con tribu 
tion, w ithout apology. Every  eye was fixed upon 
the anim ated speaker, every m ind was interested. 
Principles, to some, m ight have been unintelli
gible, to  others questionable, bu t his facts were 
irresistible.

I here received a lesson on preaching which I 
tru s t will never be forgotten. M any  of our 
hearers understand  our theological term s very 
w ell; and though they require no illustration 
to  deepen their convictions of the tru th s  of our 
holy religion, yet facts m ay m ake them  feel, and 
there is enjoym ent in feeling when the heart is 
rightly  tuned  by the grace of God. To m any of 
o u r hearers, however, theological technicalities 
m ay be quite unintelligible and are bu t partia lly  
understood, even when we have done our best 
a t defining; while to  others, after all our effort, 
they m ay be questionable or uninteresting. The 
effects of mere statem ents of tru th  and  explica
tion of term s, upon the minds of both  classcs, 
are generally vague and superficial and are easily 
obliterated ; as letters draw n upon the sand are 
w ashed out by  the coming wave. B u t they  will 
understand  facts, and  rem em ber them , too, nor 
will they readily fade aw ay from  the mind. 
Like a  stone in the sand, a fact m ay im bed i t 

self in the m ind, and stam p upon it an indelible 
impression of the tru th  of th a t which has been 
thus illustrated. A judicious w riter has well ob
served, “The m ost im portan t tru ths, as we are 
now constituted, make bu t a very slight im pres
sion on the m ind unless they enter first like a 
picture into the im agination, and from  thence 
are stam ped upon the m em ory.” “M ay n o t the 
sinner,” says another, “ as well be hearkening to 
a m athem atician dem onstrating E uclid’s E le
ments, as to  a preacher only proving a point in 
C hristianity ?”

Exceptions to this statem ent m ay occur to  
your mind. “Proving a point in C hristianity” 
m ay have its effect; indeed, I  th ink  it is quite 
necessary; fo r we need line upon line, and pre
cept upon precept. As those who have learned 
the Greek gram m ar, and have studied the lan
guage well, find, on neglecting it for a time, an 
inexpertness in translating , and no small diffi
culty in recalling first principles to  grapple w ith 
the root and its branches; so it is necessary to  
have our m emories refreshed again and again 
w ith the true meaning of every point in Chris
tianity . But, observe, the above w riter says, 
“only proving a po in t.” N ow  the m inister of 
Jesus whose heart is influenced by one desire 
and aim will not content himself w ith having 
convinced the hearer of the tru th  of any  one 
point of C h ris tian ity ; bu t he will grapple with 
the conscience, and his ingenious m ind will range 
through heaven and earth  for facts and  illustra
tions; no r will he allow the sinner to  get away 
till he is forced, if possible, to  feel th a t he has 
need of everything Jesus Christ hath  purchased 
for him  by his most precious blood.

PSYCH O LO G Y FO R TH E MINISTER
B y  B a s il  W. M i l l e r  

Educational Psychology for the M inister

A  G R E A T E R  emphasis is being placed 
upon the educational w ork of the 
m inister today than  in any previous 

age of the h istory  of preaching. We have dis
covered th a t Christian character is developed 
w hen religious education supplements the preach
ing w ork of the m inistry . Every m inister has 
tw o outstanding tasks, the preaching of God’s 
W ord, and the teaching of the same. He thus 
becomes a preacher and a teacher. He is a teach
ing preacher, and a preaching teacher.

T h e  T e a c h in g - P r e a c h e r  
Every successful m inister is a teacher. His ser

mons m ust become instructive. They m ust carry
(17)
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such a body of tru th  to  be taugh t as will satisfy 
the intellectual needs of the congregation. The 
subject m atte r of th is teaching through preach
ing is the highest possible moral and spiritual 
tru th , the Bible. From  this alone the m inister 
teaches history, biography, character studies, 
m oral and civic duties, ethics, or the duties of 
m an to  m an, as well as religion, the duties of 
man to God. Then there is th a t m aterial not of 
the Bible, such as religious biographies, the his
to ry  of the Church, ethical relationships, etc. 
He will find his illustrations in all the fields 
of hum an endeavor, history, current events, sci
ence, education, psychology, etc. The first class 
of teaching m aterials is called biblical, and the 
second, extra-biblical. We thus see how great 
the field of curriculum  m aterial is that the m in
ister has to  draw  from.
T h e  L e a d e r  o f  O r g a n iz e d  C h r i s t ia n  E d u c a t io n

In  the local church the m inister is not only 
a teaching preacher, but he is also the leader of 
all organized projects of C hristian education. The 
teaching work of the church will be successful 
only as the m inister is able to  lead on, to  in 
spire his workers w ith an appropriate vision of 
Christian education and its fruits of character 
form ation. Under this heading come the church 
school, the Sunday school, or Bible school, as it 
may be term ed, the Young People’s Societies, 
Jun io r Societies, the educational w ork of all 
other auxiliary movem ents, such as m issionary 
societies, etc. In  each of these the m inister m ust 
set the educational pace. If the church school 
is successful, the m inister m ust set a vision of 
a teaching, character-form ing school. The same 
is true of m issionary societies, jun ior meetings, 
etc. In  all of these there is a w orship period 
and a study or devotional period. Due a tte n 
tion m ust be given to the study period, and this 
can be done successfully if the m inister proves a 
true educator as well as a preacher.

Let us then tu rn  our a ttention  to  those psy
chological principles which m ake education w orth  
while.

W h a t  Is  L e a r n i n g ?
Learning consists of m aking some kind of 

changes in one's conduct. For the m inister the 
task of teaching has the goal of form ing such 
conduct changes as are desirable from  m oral and 
spiritual ends. I t is not the interest of the m in
ister to teach m athem atics or science, b u t his 
w ork is found in the teaching of m orals, and 
of the content of Christianity . Then the learning

which he tries to  produce m ust be in term s of 
character changes of religious value.

Learning means the form ation of new bonds 
and neural pathw ays in the mind. The m ental 
structure m ust be changed for every outw ard  
hab it or act which the learner builds o r does. 
These connections come about th rough  the con
tinual use of the m ental mechanism. F or the 
m inister to  be a teacher he m ust realize th a t the 
process is one of constant repetition of the w ork 
of instruction.

Learning likewise means m ental activity . The 
minister m ust be able so to  inspire those whose 
leader he is th a t they will arouse em otions, cre
ate desires am ong the pupils in the church school, 
and all others in the teaching work of the church 
to  use their m inds in learning, in thinking upon 
the m atters of instruction.

Christian lfearning also consists in the fo rm a
tion of clear ideas about religious tru th , correct 
doctrine, the ethics of Christian living, which 
will function in everyday life. Ideas o r m ental 
images have the pow er of w orking themselves 
out in m otor expression. C learcut m ental im 
ages of du ty  and  God, ethics and  life, form ed 
under the tu torage of the church, will find 
expression in character changes.

The idea of repetition in the production  of 
these m ental changes, in activities of the m ind, 
in building systems of definite m ental images 
which shall function along religious and char
acter lines, is fundam ental. Learning cannot be 
achieved w ithout a constant repetition of drills, 
m ental work, the use of the mind.

I t  is the du ty  of the m inister in  the church 
teaching activities to  present definable m ental 
pictures or images to  be achieved, character 
goals to  be w rought out in life. The idea of 
salvation m ust become clearcut in outline, so th a t 
a m ental image of th a t in which it consists will 
be impressed upon the m ind of the learner. 
C haracter changes, which are desired to  be 
worked out in the lives of the learners, m ust be 
driven hom e by the power of a definite know l
edge of the ends in view, and by continual 
repetition of the ideas.

The goal of Christian education is to  build 
into the lives of those under the instruction  of 
the church habits, ideals, a ttitudes, which will 
be worked out in C hristian living. Hence every 
serm on form s a p art of the teaching m inistry 
of the church. There should be a definable end 
in view for every message. E very  task  in  the 
teaching of the church school should likewise be 
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done, knowing w hat the goal of th a t instruc
tion  is.

F or instance, if the message is on faith , the 
m inister m ust define it, show w hat it can ac
complish, create a desire on the p a rt of the 
learners, o r listener?, to  practice the a r t of be
lieving, and arouse an em otional intensity  which 
will act as the “driving urge” to  carry into ch ar
acter action the principle of faith. If the teach
ing is th a t of a study hour for missions, some 
aim, some idea should be held in m ind as the 
desired outcom e of the period of instruction . If 
mere knowledge is the goal, then the teaching 
must present the m aterial, say on China, or 
child widows, or medical missions, so th a t those 
being taug h t can understand  it, so vividly th a t 
they can form  m ental pictures of the conditions. 
Usually in all m issionary instruction  the o u t
standing aim is to  teach the people of the needs 
and dire circum stances of missions and  foreign 
countries, th a t we will be led to  p ray , to  give 
ana to  go.

T h e  W i l l  t o  L e a r n
The greatest problem  am ong all preachers, and 

this includes the teaching-preacher, is th e  de
velopm ent of the will to  learn. I t  has been es
tablished beyond a question th a t learning takes 
place more rapidly w hen this “will to  learn” is 
present. T hrough controlled experim entation on 
tw o groups of people, the following results were 
discovered: (1) Those w ith the will to  learn 
m ade m ore im provem ent in  a given am ount of 
practice tim e th an  the o thers; (2) Those w ith 
this stim ulus to  learn, when it w as removed, 
suddenly decreased in the rate of learning; (3) 
The group w ithout the stim ulus to  learn, when 
this was supplied, began a t once to  im prove and 
to learn rap id ly ; (4) Those who had  the will 
to  learn showed fewer errors or m istakes than 
the others.

This shows th a t in terest in im provem ent, or 
this will to  know  or to  learn, is a direct force 
in learning. Hence it is the duty  of the preach- 
ing-teacher to  arouse the will to  learn, and a 
confidence in success, am ong those he instructs, 
w hether in inspirational preaching, or direct 
classroom instruction . This will to  learn, or this 
confidence in success, is an attitud e  to  be de
veloped, which inspires the learner to  greater ef
fort and concentration. H ere are some devices 
which have been worked out by which th is  
mystic desire or a ttitu d e  can be developed:

1. Show by actual facts th a t each learner 
achieves m ore when he desires to  study, to  learn.

T ake for instance a class of boys, let them  study 
the life of Christ, arouse their interest through 
graphic stories, definite pictures of His life and 
work, scenes am id which he labored, etc. Prove 
to the boys th a t when they read the lesson, 
discover new facts about the places where the 
lesson is laid, w ork out projects in  building 
models, surveying m aps of Palestine, etc., th a t 
they learn easier, hold the inform ation longer, 
than when they merely attend  the class, and 
take no interest in the w ork of the organization.

2. The learner m ust be m ade to  feel th a t there 
is a challenge in the m aterial to  be studied. Let 
him know th a t his effort to learn will be re
w arded with success, w ith added interest, and 
a desire to  know, and that the m aterial studied 
and the tim e invested, is w orth  it. The prayer- 
meeting service lacks a challenge to  the present- 
day church goer. There is no challenge to  the 
instruction period. The m inister can m ake this 
a period of teaching, say for th irty  minutes. He 
can use the life of Christ, the Books of the 
Bible, great missionary heroes, Bible studies by 
periods, doctrines, characters. Thus he will cre
ate a challenge and give something which every 
attend an t will feel is w orth  while, and hence 
rew arded w ith success. I t  takes th is challenge, 
th is feeling th a t success will be w orth  while, 
to  create the will to  learn. The same principle 
can be applied to  all teaching activities of the 
minister.

3. There m ust be some standard  by which 
progress in achievem ent or learning can be m eas
ured. Some goal m ust be set by which each 
learner can evaluate his progress, and  see just 
how much one m ight accomplish. “A genius 
for music will set a new standard  for a host of 
lesser geniuses who forthw ith  measure up to 
his plane of achievement. A reliable standard  
and  m ethod of measuring progress in learning is 
therefore one of the surest ways of helping to 
bring it  ab o u t” (Skinner, C ast and Skinner, 
“ Readings in Educational Psychology,” p. 413). 
This principle is very applicable in classes for 
teacher training in the church school. Every 
m em ber of such a class should have a definite 
goal outlined as to  how much he can achieve, 
and by which he can measure his progress. This 
goal m ay be in the nature of the lessons learned 
or studied, additional readings, the m astery of 
materials, the ability  to  put into practice the 
instruction  received, the adaptation  of m ethods 
to  his or her teaching w ork, or the im provem ent 
of character and teaching ability  according to
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certain scales lo r the rating  of teaching ability .
4. A nother m ethod by which this will is 

aroused is by showing the student th a t he has 
not reached the limit of his im provem ent.

5. A fifth m ethod to  achieve this goal is to  
point out to the student th a t others have p ro 
gressed beyond the measure atta ined  by himself. 
This can be applied* in every teaching activity, 
over which the m inister has control. T ake week
day church schools, or w eek-day Bible classes. 
The teaching-m inister can arouse the pupils to  
study and m aster the materials, w ork  out p ro j
ects, by giving detailed inform ation as to  pos
sible progress to be made, showing examples of 
the w ork of better pupils, handw ork, project 
work, m em ory work, etc.

In  the arousing of the will to learn it is seen 
th a t the great task is the emphasis on the am ount 
of success or skill which each pupil can and 
should atta in . The success goal and habit in 
learning inspire to greater efforts.

D e v e l o p in g  t h e  L e a r n in g  A t t i t u d e
Fundam ental to all learning is the developing 

of the learning attitude, or the m ind-set for 
every task. As the leader in an educational 
system whose end is C hristian-character-pro- 
duction, the minister has the greatest task of 
the age. He m ust arouse in every one under 
his instructional preaching, and direct classroom 
teaching, this a ttitude of learning, or m ind-set to  
achieve. This m ind-set tow ard  the w ork one is 
to  undertake will determ ine his progress. I t  is 
well known th a t one does his best in those tasks 
he likes. Poor accomplishm ent and  poor or bad  
attitudes are correlated. We often fail to  learn 
or to  achieve the desired success because our 
m ind-set is unfavorable. W hen one dislikes a 
task the energy he puts into it is less th an  when 
he likes it. This demands an attitud e  to  suc
ceed, a desire or determ ination to do good work. 
Let us note the methods by which this proper 
m ind-set m ay be developed by the preacher- 
teacher.

W e m ust start right in the beginning of our 
instruction period. A word of praise, of com 
mendation, a favorable a ttitude on the p art of 
the instructor, a cheery disposition go fa r in 
creating this right start. We learn w ha t we w ant 
to , and the duty  of the preacher is to  get the 
learners to  w ant to  learn the right things.

Again we m ust create the atmosphere of ap
proval for all undertakings. The preacher- 
teacher who knows how to approve all efforts, 
praise all workers, speak well to  all who try

to do well is on the way to  creating the a t 
titude of learning.

The, problem -solving a ttitude w hen developed  
will do much to  get the pupils in  the church 
school in a position to learn. Learning is 
achieved th rough problem  solving. Thinking is 
made up of this art, and  all life, successfully 
lived, is dom inated by the same. Benson says, 
“A m ind-set to  do som ething has w ithin it an 
inner urge which is the driving force th a t makes 
one do his w ork.”

Finally, the m ost successful learning takes 
place when a proper m ind-set is developed, which 
implies th a t it is necessary for the m inister to 
create such an atm osphere in the activities of 
the church where instruction is given th a t the 
learner will lie ready to undertake the tasks a t 
hand.

E c o n o m y  i n  L e a r n in g
There are certain principles, which, if fol

lowed, will facilitate learning. These laws are 
know n as those of economical learning.

1. The first of these is: there m ust be a t 
tentiveness, concentration and zeal in all learning. 
A tten tion  is basic to all learning. I t has been 
said th a t “it is an intense effort which edu
cates.” A tten tion  makes the learner tense, since 
he shuts out all distractions. This means th a t 
the learner m ust become adapted  to  all form s 
of distractions, or so ii! his w ork to  them  
through concentration th a t they will not take his 
mind off its work. W here d istractions take the 
m ind off its object then learning ceases or is de
layed.

This problem  of d istractions is m ost acute in 
most church schools, where several classes m ust 
meet in one large room. There is noise, the 
ra ttle  of chairs, the giggles of other pupils, the 
loud talking of teachers, etc., to  be fought 
against. The preacher-teacher will do all in his 
pow er to elim inate such distractions. F irst, if 
possible separate rooms, or rooms set off by 
curtains, will be provided for each class. W here 
this is impossible, such order and quietness will 
be m aintained in the large room  th a t distractions 
arc as few as possible. If  the child learns about 
the Bible, makes such m ental images of duty  
and salvation as will w ork out in his life, he m ust 
be led to concentrate on such. To do so, a t 
tention  m ust be aroused th rough the elim ination 
of distractions.

2. The significance of the task  m ust be un
derstood. No learning takes place unless the 
child is led to see th a t the studying and  appli-

(20)



T H E  P R E A C H E R ’S M AGA ZIN E 277

cation are w orth  while. This can be brought 
about w hen the child l'mds that the lesson is a 
problem  in which he is interested, or something 
related to  his life.

3. There m ust be an absence of w orry  and 
o ther em otional excitem ent. Fussing in the class, 
distractions which lead to  the necessity of physi
cal com m otion, continual nagging on the p art 
of the teacher are the surest m ethods to  de
stroy all bents to  learning. T hey create a nega
tive m ind-set, a desire not to  learn, and im m e
diately the class is out of the control of the 
instructor.

4. Econom ical learning is hastened by the 
elim ination of all fatigue producing conditions. 
E very  teaching-preacher should understand the 
conditions which result in fatigue. The m inute 
m ental fatigue sets in, interest wanes, and he 
loses his grip on the congregation. The same 
is true w ith all teaching activities. The minds 
tire the same as the bodies of men and women. 
Continual application on the same th ing wears 
on the mind. The serm on can lack variety, 
climacteric appeals. M onotony  of tone-tim ber, 
loudness, em otional appeals w rought in to  the 
voice, pitch, etc., soon fatigue an audience, and 
learning ceases.

The effects of ventilation  upon audiences are 
well know n. I t has been found by experim en
tation  th a t the tem perature of around  80 to  85 
degrees F., w ith  no circulation of air, or a 
very little at most, is the m ost strenuous “cli
m ate" in which to try  to  th ink  or to  w ork. 
This, it is to  be rem arked, is the average tem 
perature of the average audito rium  in w h ich ' 
the average preacher-teacher tries to  w ork! 
W here there is an incentive to  a ttend  to  the 
m atters a t hand, the audience has been found 
able to  do so. But it requires all th a t is in the 
m inister or teacher to  arouse this incentive. 
W here the m atters  are free from  incentive then 
nothing is learned. The best tem perature, and  the 
least fatiguing is around 68 degrees F.

W hen the m ind tires variety  will rest it. The 
same reading drone, m onotonous ta lk  in the 
classroom, can be broken up with a change of 
the subject, the doing away w ith  the run of 
“ things as usual,” and an in terest will be taken 
of the w ork. This is true of arousing the in 
terest, and enthusiasm  of an audience. V ary the 
appeal— change the tone— play upon a different 
note in the voice—alte r the “ usual p rogram ” 
and interest, th rough the disappearance of m en
tal fatigue, will be increased.

H a b it  F o r m in g  i s  L e a r n in g  
C haracter is m ade up of a hierarchy of habits. 

W hen the right types of activity  become “second- 
natu re" it is easy for one to continue along the 
path  of rectitude. The end of C hristian tra in 
ing should be the developm ent of C hristian char
acter, which finds its m otivation  and activity  
controlled by Christian habits. Learning is the 
fo rm ation of habits. The m ind-set for learning 
can become habitual, concentration and intensity 
in learning likewise, autom atic. The more cre
ative habits, the stronger the habits of a definite 
C hristian connotation one has the easier it will 
be for him  to resist the onrushes of evil, and 
the better he will be able to live a norm al, happy 
Christian life. Let us note the rules for habit 
form ation.

L aw  I. The more recent an action has been 
accomplished the easier it is fo r it to  become a 
habit. The great law of hab it is recency of 
practice. P rayer becomes habitual in accordance 
with the recency of its use.

L aw  II . The m ore frequent an action occurs 
the more easily it becomes habitual. K ind 
speaking can be instilled into children until it 
becomes h ab itual in accordance w ith the fre
quency of its practice. This is allied w ith the 
law of recency. Frequent and recent practice 
m ake acts habitual.

Law II I . A tten tion  to  the action will make 
the practice more valuable. If we read the Bi
ble w ith attention , frequently , and  recently, the 
act will readily become a habit.

Law IV. W here there is an em otion of a 
pleasing nature which accompanies the practice 
period, the easier it will be for the act to  be 
form ed into a habit. B ut the presence of em o
tions which are not pleasing, such as fear, hate, 
anxiety, etc., have the opposite effect upon the 
habit. Practice recently and frequently w ith  
attention  and pleasure all acts you wish to be
come habits and you  will be rewarded.

Law V. (Jam es stated  the laws of habits a 
little differently. His are the next four laws.) 
Launch every habit w ith as strong and decided 
in itiative as is possible. S tart out like you wished 
the habit to  become a law of your life.

Law VI. Never suffer an exception to  occur 
until the habit has become rooted  in your life. 
Jam es says you can’t taper off. You cannot 
suffer a single exception, or a break in the p rac
tice, fo r to  do so breaks the power of the neural 
bonds being form ed in the mind.

L aw  V II. M ake use of every opportunity , and 
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every em otional prom pting, you may have to 
practice the act you desire to m ake in to  a 
habit. Practice, and again practice, says the great 
psychologist James.

Law V III. Keep the practice alive by a li t
tle g ratuitous exercise every day. D on’t practice 
the habit only when you are required to— find 
occasions when you can practice.

Law IX . M otivate every new habit w ith some 
intense desire for its form ation. We must have 
some strong m otive for the building of each 
specific habit.

Law X . The learner m ust have a very clear 
idea of w hat he is to  do, and exactly how  to  do 
it, to  facilitate habit building. In o ther words 
he m ust focalize his a ttention  upon the specific 
details of the habit.

E c o n o m y  i n  S t u d y in g
In the wild race of the present day tim e is a 

great factor in learning. We should follow the 
laws of economy in learning, and those of s tudy
ing. These rules have been variously worked out, 
and can be carefully followed by any student, 
and the preaching-teacher can well assist those 
under him by familiarizing them  with the laws. 
They are:

1. Keep in good physical trim  to study well.
2. Keep the external conditions of light, tem 

perature, ventilation, etc., favorable.
3. H ave a place- and tim e-study habit. Set 

definite times and places for study.
4. Begin all work prom ptly  w ith a m ind set 

to study.
5. W ork w ith the in tent of learning and re

membering for a long period of time.
6. Get rid  of the idea th a t you are working 

for the teacher, or fo r anyone else. This is a 
private m atte r for personal benefit.

7. H ave a clear-cut aim in view of w hat you 
w ant to achieve in studying.

S. Before you begin any advance study, ra p 
idly review w hat was learned a t the last study 
period.

9. Study and learn all im portant m atters be
yond the point necessary for im m ediate recall. 
Overlearn them .

10. M ake the period of study long enough to 
utilize the time necessary for “w arm ing u p ,” bu t 
not too long to weary you.

11. D istribute your period of drill or repeti
tion over more than  one period. It is b etter to 
memorize a poem for 15 m inutes a day for 10 
days th an  to  spend the entire 150 m inutes a t 
one tim e learning the piece.

12. When the m ind is w eary, and you go on 
to a new assignment or new m aterial, pause long 
enough to allow the m ind to “ rest.”

13. W hen tired afte r intense application, arise, 
breathe deeply, and take a little exercise, and 
the m ind will be rested for the new task.

14. M ark  your books when necessary, and 
w rite out the m ain points on m argins fo r re
view purposes.

15. Outline all complex and difficult m aterial 
and memorize the outline.

16. Use all knowledge gained in study  as soon 
as is possible, and continue this use, and re
view of all learned.

17. In  memorizing a poem, or selection, learn 
it by the whole and not by a p a rt a t a  tim e.

18. Learn to  take notes in reading, and from  
lectures and sermons.

lo. M ake out a study program  and follow it 
carefully.

20. Read with a question in  your m ind. Ask 
yourself the question, W hat am  I looking fo r? 
W hat is the meaning of the au th o r?

Hoiv to Im prove Your M em ory
A very practical question faced by the teach- 

ing-preacher is, How can I im prove my m em ory? 
I t  is necessary for the m inister to  have a most 
excellent m emory. This frees him from  the de
tails of notes and  outlines and w ritten  sermons, 
and makes it possible for him  to carry  in  his 
m em ory the carefully outlined and  even w ritten  
message, and to deliver it w ithout the bondage 
of notes or reading. Then in teaching he m ust 
be able to recall the facts which he wished to  
use. If lie will follow these principles he will 
be able to  train  or im prove his m em ory.

1. U nderstand thoroughly  the idea of w hat 
you wish to rem em ber. A jum ble of words, and  
a mass of details which are n o t understood will 
slip from  the m em ory.

2. Go over the m aterial which you wish to 
rem em ber tim e and  tim e again, giving a ttention  
to  the form  of the outline, the detailed arrange
m ents of the paragraphs, and  the order of the 
points.

3. W hile reading th a t which you wish to  re
m em ber be very atten tive to  it. Never repeat 
this m aterial mechanically, but give a tten tio n  to 
the meaning every tim e you go over it.

4. L earn  and  read w ith  the desire and in 
ten t of recalling th a t which you study. Fix the 
a ttention  upon it so th a t when you desire to  do 
so you will be able to  bring it into  the focus 
of consciousness.
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5. F requently  during the period of reading 
and study, stop and recall w hat you have read. 
W hen you have finished a page or a paragraph 
recall it, before going to another one. Do the 
same a t the end of each chapter, and likewise 
when the book is finished.

6. H ave confidence in your m em ory and  trust 
it in difficult situations. M emorize the outline 
of your sermon or address or m aterial fo r class 
discussion, and then trust your m em ory by 
leaving the notes at home.

7. Overlearn all th a t is absolutely necessary 
for you to recall. M aterials overlearned stay 
w ith us longer th an  any  other.

8. W hen preparing to use th is m em ory m a
terial in reviewing it follow these items care
fully: (1) Review the m ain points carefully by 
having a clear-cut skeleton of the outline. (2) 
Never cram a t the last m inute. Take sufficient 
time earlier in the course of the day or week, 
and go over th is outline, and  do not depend 
upon the last m inute preparation . Y our mind is 
thus clogged and does not function properly.

9. When under the stress of having to use the 
m em ory in preaching, delivering an address or 
teaching a class: (1) Be self-confident, cool, 
breathe deeply, do not allow yourself to  become 
frustra ted  or nervous. Absolutely trust your 
m em ory. (2) If  you cannot rem em ber the next 
point in the outline, try  to  fit som ething into 
the m om ent, and  give the m em ory a chance to 
recall the forgotten point. If it does not come 
at all, go on w ith  w hatever points come to 
m ind as though nothing had occurred. N ever 
perm it yourself to  say, “1 forget w hat comes 
next.” Act as though you were confidently in 
charge of the mechanism of your m em ory and 
surge ahead.

10. Finally avoid all d istractions when using 
the m em ory in an address or sermon. One dis
traction , if allowed to interfere w ith  m emory, 
will wreck the entire program  of recall. T hink 
frankly  of the outcome of success or failure in 
the present undertaking, and go on.

P rayer A n sw ered
The tim e m ay be delayed, the m anner m ay be 

unexpected, b u t the answ er is sure to  come. N ot 
a tear of sacred sorrow , n o t a breath  of holy 
desire poured out in p rayer to  God, ever will 
be lo s t; but in G od’s own good tim e and  way 
it will be wafted back again in clouds of mercy 
and fall in showers of blessing on you and 
those for whom  you pray.

I. ING RATITUDE
B y  W. G. S c h u r m a n

I do not know th a t ingratitude is a sin. 
It may be the off-spring of thoughtless
ness. Be th a t as it m ay, I am  p re tty  sure 

th a t there is nothing th a t tried  Jesus more 
th an  ingratitude. There come to  my m ind tw o 
incidents in Scripture th a t lead me to  believe 
this. The first is a quotation  in Psalm  41: 9, 
w ith reference to Judas Iscariot—“Yea, mine 
own fam iliar friend, in whom  I trusted , which 
did cat of m y bread, hath  lifted up  his heel 
against m e.” I th ink  I  m entioned once before 
in a magazine article a wom an in m y church, 
who when asked for an explanation of her fine 
spirit tow ard  a person who had done her a 
positive in jury , she reminded me th a t years be
fore this person had done her a great service, 
and she felt she was indebted to  her for that 
service, and consequently overlooked the la tter. 
T hat, to my m ind, is real gratitude. Jesus, of 
course, took no opposing attitude tow ard  Judas, 
but the very fact th a t it is m entioned, shows 
he was conscious of the great ingratitude of His 
disciple. The beautiful spirit of the M aster is 
manifested in th a t while He knew Jud as was 
plotting against H is life, He never whispered it 
to o ther m embers of His “church board .” T hat 
js  a good lesson for us, brethren, for anything 
said by the pasto r about any m ember of the 
church board, even if it is not enlarged, will 
sound very different when it reaches his ears 
from  w hat it would have sounded if spoken to 
him directly by the pastor. Jesus hid th e  in 
gratitude of Judas from  the other disciples, b u t 
He was none the less conscious of its existence.

The o ther incident is in connection w ith  the 
feast a t the house of the Pharisee. You will 
rem em ber the wom an of ill repute came in and 
washed his feet w ith tears, wiped them  w ith the 
hairs of her head, kissed his feet and anointed 
them  w ith an alabaster box of ointm ent. The 
guests began to  reason among themselves, and 
in tim ated th a t He could not be the kind of 
m an He professed to be else H e would have 
known the character of the wom an who was 
ministering to  Him . You will rem em ber He said 
to  Simon, “ I  have som ewhat to  say unto  thee. 
And he saith, M aster, say on.” And Jesus said, 
“1 entered into thine house, thou  gavest me no 
w ater for my fe e t; b u t she h a th  washed my feet 
w ith tears, and wiped them  w ith the hairs of 
her head. Thou gavest me no kiss.” I t  is evi
dent th a t Simon h ad  given such to each of the 
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other guests. No doubt as the people slipped 
off their sandals, the slave would bring a  basin 
of w ater anil wash their feet, and then afte r 
the anointing of oil, would receive a kiss of wel
come. I  suspect Jesus was not dressed as nicely 
as the other guests. A t any rate, the in tim a
tion is th a t Simon had ceased to  show due 
courtesy to  H im . The M aster did not tu rn  and 
leave the guestroom insulted, bu t the fact th a t 
He m entioned it when opportunity  came, shows 
th a t He felt the slight, intended or otherwise.

Jesus certainly ministered bounteously to  the 
Jew ish nation, and the least th ing Simon could 
have done w ould have been to show some g ra ti
tude for His m arvelous service, bu t a la s ! like 
too m any, his thoughtlessness caused him  to 
forget to  show gratitude where it should have 
been shown. H ad  Jesus resented it and shown 
the hurt, that would have been hum an, but His 
beautiful spirit is, to my mind, an indication of 
His deity.

Rev. J . W ilbur C hapm an tells of a m an who 
saved the lives of, 1 th ink, 17 people from  lake 
M ichigan near E vanston. This m an nearly fo r
feited his life in rescuing these people, and if I  
rem em ber correctly, was ill for some tim e after 
the experience. He recovered, however, and was 
on the public p latform  one night w ith  M r. C hap
man, when the great evangelist took occasion to  
introduce him. He asked him  w hat was the o u t
standing thing in that experience th a t fastened 
itself upon his mind, and the man said th a t 
the outstanding feature th a t he had  never fo r
gotten was th a t out of the 17 people whom  
God enabled him  to rescue, not one ever even 
said, “T hank  you .”

I  suppose there is no more severe tem ptation  
th a t comes to  the m inister of Jesus Christ th an  
to repay the man who is guilty of ingratitude 
in his own coin and  yet I  am  sure there is no 
method th a t will do us more good, or better dis
cipline us, than  refusing to be affected by  it, 
and, w ith the help of God, m anifest a beautiful 
spirit under such circumstances. There comes 
to m y m ind an incident in our own experience 
as pastor of a church. A preacher on our dis
trict was asked to  forfeit his credentials b e
cause he was found to be using tobacco. I t  was 
not a hear-say case, b u t the evidence was so 
plain th a t he never offered a pro test b u t handed 
over his credentials to  the secretary of th e  dis
trict. L ater on this m an came to  our tow n, and 
one night while we were preaching on “P eter 
the Backslider” he presented himself a t an  a lta r

of p rayer, and in real penitence, gave himself 
anew to Jesus Christ. He was out of w o rk ; 
he was w ithout G od; he was discouraged, bu t 
th a t night he really m ade the grade and touched 
the hem of His garm ent once more. We re
ceived him into the church. We w ent to  the 
assembly, appeared before the Com m ittee on 
Orders and Relations, pleaded his case, and  got 
his credentials restored to him. L ate r on we 
lent him some money, of which he repaid p art 
and which I am  reasonably sure he forgot and 
thought he had paid me all. He was w ithout 
w ork—we got him a job. L ater on he was taken  
sick and had  to  have an operation. We went 
to Ihe firm for w'hom he w orked, and got them  
to give h im  enough m oney to  pay for the op
eration. We consulted the physician, and  got 
him to take the case a t a figure which he could 
meet. The operation was perform ed, his health 
was restored, he forgot the doc to r’s bill, we 
paid the doctor $45.00, $30.00 of which was 
personally given, and the doctor passed on to  
his rew ard. Some tim e la ter he left th e  church, 
taking  his le tter, and  again w ent on the rocks. 
L ater on, came back, acknowledged his sh o rt
comings, said he was sorry for his a ttitude, and 
we received hint into the church, and the fol
lowing year he voted  against us. Some of my 
friends discovered it, for evidently he ta lked  too 
much, and they w anted to  pay him  back by 
refusing to give him  w ork th a t they  had p rom 
ised. Here was my opportunity . We needed 
some w ork done in our own home. He was idle. 
He is a good w orkm an. We not only gave him 
the job, but tried  to  m ake the folks see how 
wrong it would be to  take such an attitud e . At 
least it would be con trary  to  the spirit of J e 
sus, in a sim ilar experience. Of course some said 
we were foolish, bu t w ith  the light we have we 
would do the same thing over again, and  I  am 
telling you now th a t the good feeling in my 
own heart, th a t we were enabled to do this 
service, repaid us one thousandfold. N o t the 
easy thing, bu t the right thing, should be the 
actuating m otive.

I  w onder if Jesus did not have som ething of 
this in m ind when he spoke about the m an who 
owed 10,000 talents, and the o ther fellow who 
owed the 100 pence. You will rem em ber th a t 
the m an who owed the big am ount was freely 
forgiven, and  he w ent out and got his neighbor 
by the th ro at, who owed him  100 pence, and 
said, “Pay me th a t thou  ow est” ; and  do you 
rem em ber w hat Jesus said about it?  “Oh! thou
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wicked servant, I  forgave thee all th a t debt be
cause thou  desiredst me: shouldest n o t th o u  also 
have had compassion on th y  fellow servant, even 
as I had p ity  on th ee ?” I  was greatly blessed in 
preaching along th is line a few weeks ago, with 
the thought in m ind, “H ow  m uch owest thou  
unto  my L o rd ? ” The Lord smiled upon the 
service w ith seven or eight seekers a t the altar.

II. C H R IS T IA N  P E R F E C T IO N
I am  sure this a ttitud e  is right, for Jesus 

C hrist, in laying dow n His p latfo rm  in the 5th, 
6th and  7th chapters of M atthew7, m ade th is 
very th ing one of His planks, when H e said, 
“Ye have heard  th a t it h a th  been said, T hou 
shalt love th y  neighbour, and hate thine enemy. 
But I say unto  you, Love your enemies, bless 
them  th a t curse you, do good to  them  th a t hate 
>ou, and p ray  fo r them  which despitefully use 
you, and persecute y o u ; T h a t we m ay be the 
children of your F ather which is in heaven; for 
he m aketh his sun to rise on the evil and on 
the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on 
the unjust. F or if ye love them  th a t love you, 
w hat rew ard have ye? do not even the pub
licans the sam e? And if ye salute you r b re th 
ren only, w hat do ye more th an  o thers? do not 
even the publicans so? Be ye therefore p er
fect, even as your F ather which is in heaven is 
perfect.” This 48th verse leads me to say th a t 
unless we preach the doctrine of holiness as a 
second w ork of grace, the plan and  purpose of 
God for m ankind are meaningless. Here it is a 
direct com m and, “Be ye therefore perfect, even 
as your F ather which is in heaven is perfect.” 
Perhaps I  do not need to say th a t He is no t 
talking about absolute perfection, nor Adamic 
perfection, nor angelic perfection, nor resurrec
tion perfection, bu t the context clearly shows 
th a t H e has reference to  G od’s kind of love 
(C hristian  perfection).

“T hou shalt love thy  neighbour as thyself.” 
The law  said, “T hou shalt love they neighbour 
and hate thine enemies,” b u t Jesus said, “ Love 
your enemies, bless them  th a t curse you, do 
good to them  th a t hate you, and pray  fo r them  
which despitefully use you .” N ot only is it  a 
direct com m and, but all through the Old T esta
m ent are types and shadows and  symbols, em 
phasizing the fact th a t G od’s plan for hum anity  
was to perfect them  in love. T he doctrine of 
the second blessing, properly  so called, as re
vealed in the Bible is the key to the Scriptures. 
I have read book afte r book on sym bolism , bu t 
the m ystery  is never solved. Away back, years

ago, I questioned the Pauline authorship  of the 
Book of H ebrews, first because of the fact th a t 
it does not bear his name. You preachers will 
remember th a t someone had w ritten  a le tter 
purporting  to come from  Paul, evidently forging 
his nam e to  it, and sending it to the church at 
Thessalonica, telling them  th a t the Lord had a l
ready come, and they had been left behind, and 
in the first, second and th ird  verses of the sec
ond chapter of 2 Thessalonians, Paul says, “Now 
we beseech you. b rethren  . . . that ye be not 
soon shaken in mind, or be troubled , neither by 
spirit, nor by word, nor by le tte r as from  us, 
as th a t the day of Christ is a t hand. Let no 
man deceive you by any means. . . Also in 
the th ird  chapter of 2 Thessalonians, and the 
seventeenth verse, he says, “The salutation of 
Paul w ith mine own hand, which is the token 
in every epistle: so I w rite.” This is one book 
where Paul begins his le tter by signing his name, 
and closes it the same way. I t  is reasonably 
certain then th a t every epistle he w rote afte r
ward would have his signature in order th a t 
his enemies m ight not successfully d isturb the 
churches.

A careful reader of P au l’s epistles, will observe 
th a t he never fails to  p u t his signature always 
a t the beginning of his letters and frequently  
at the close of the same. B ut Hebrews begins 
entirely different: “God, who at sundry times 
and in divers m anners spake in tim e past unto 
the fathers by the prophets, hath  in these last 
days spoken unto  us by his Son.” I t  appears 
to be the w ork of some person well versed in 
Old T estam ent scripture, who, having received 
the baptism  w ith the Holy Ghost, stands amazed 
at the teaching of the books of Exodus and 
Leviticus as they open up to him their m ean
ing.

Dean Alford suggests Apollos as the au thor of 
the book, and m any other authorities deny the 
Pauline authorship, bu t give no suggestion as 
to  who the au thor m ight be. I am very cer
ta in  th a t any person reading the book of H e
brew's w ith this thought in m ind, will be led 
to believe th a t someone fam iliar w ith Old T esta
m ent scriptures is blessed and thrilled w ith  the 
doctrine of holiness, or Christian perfection, as 
tau g h t by type and sym bol in Exodus and Le
viticus. The them e of Hebrews seems to  be 
Christian perfection, or entire sanctification, as 
a second w ork of grace.

To illustrate, take the th ird  chapter, begin
ning a t the seventh verse. Here is an exhorta- 
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tion to holiness. “W herefore, (as the Holy 
Ghost saith, Today if ye will hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, 
in the day of tem ptation  in the wilderness: when 
your fathers tem pted me, proved me, and  saw 
my works forty  years. W herefore 1 was grieved 
w ith th a t generation, and said, They do alway 
err in their heart, and have not know n my 
ways. So I sware in m y w rath , They shall not 
enter into my rest.) T ake heed, brethren , lest 
there be in any of you an evil heart of unbe
lief, in departing from  the living God. Hut ex
hort one another daily, while it is called T o 
d ay ; lest any of you be hardened th rough  the 
deceitfulness of sin. . . . F or some when they 
had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all th a t 
came out of Egypt by Moses. P>ut w ith whom 
was he grieved fo rty  years? was it not with 
them  th a t had sinned, whose carcasses fell in the 
wilderness? And to whom  sware he th a t they 
should not enter into his rest, but to  them  that 
believed n o t?  So we see th a t they could not 
enter in because of unbelief.”

Here is evidently a reference to  the report of 
the spies and the attitud e  of the children of Is 
rael tow ard  the prom ised land when they came 
right up to Kadesh-B arnea, and should have en 
tered in. How m any Christian people have been 
converted and came right up to  the light of holi
ness, and then back up and fail in their Chris
tian life. I t  did not m atte r how m any giants 
were in the land, God told them  to go and pos
sess it, and it does no t m atte r how m any folks 
tell you there is not such an experience, or you 
cannot be sanctified on this earth, God com 
mands it. God made provision for it. “T he very 
God of peace sanctify you wholly, and I pray 
God your whole spirit and  soul and body be p re
served blameless unto the coming of our Lord  
Jesus Christ. Faith ful is he th a t calleth you, 
who also will do it .” “ God has not called us 
unto  uncleanness but unto  holiness, and we which 
have believed do enter into rest.”

Take the seventh chapter, beginning w ith the 
nineteenth verse, “For the law  made nothing 
perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope 
did.” W hat or who is this “better hope” ? J e 
sus Christ, of course. “By the which we draw  
nigh unto  God.” Then the 25th verse, “W here
fore he is able also to  save them  to the u tte r
most th a t come unto  God by him, seeing he ever 
liveth to  make intercession for them .” Then 
again in the n in th  chapter, second verse: “For 
there was a tabernacle made: the first, wherein

was the candlestick, and the table, and the shew- 
b re a d ; which is called the sanctuary. And afte r 
the second veil, the tabernacle which is called 
the Holiest of all: which had the golden censer, 
and the ark  of the covenant overlaid round 
about w ith gold, wherein was the golden pot 
th a t had m anna and A aron’s rod th a t budded, 
and the tables of the covenant. . . . Now when 
these things were thus ordained the priests w ent 
always into the first tabernacle, accomplishing 
the service of God. B ut into the second went 
the high priest alone once every year, not w ith 
out blood, which he offered for himself, and  for 
the errors of the people. The H oly Ghost this 
signifying, th a t the way into the holiest of all 
was not yet made m anifest, while as the first 
tabernacle was yet standing. W hich was a figure 
for the tim e then present, in  which were offered 
both  gifts and sacrifices, th a t could no t m ake 
him th a t did the service perfect, as pertaining to 
the conscience; which stood only in m eats and 
drinks, and divers washings, and carnal o rd i
nances imposed on them  until the tim e of ref
orm ation. But Christ being come an high priest 
of good things to  come, by a greater and more 
perfect tabernacle, not m ade w ith hands, th a t 
is to say, not of this build ing; neither by the 
blood of goats and calves, bu t by his own blood, 
he entered in once into the holy place, having 
obtained eternal redem ption for us. For if the 
blood of bulls and goats, and the ashes of an 
heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctilieth  to  the 
purifying of the flesh: how much more shall the 
blood of Christ, who th rough the eternal Spirit 
offered Himself w ithout spot to God purge your 
conscience from  dead works to  serve the living 
God.”

Here is cleansing or purging as a second w ork 
of grace. The ten th  chapter goes on to tell th a t 
the law was a shadow of good things to come, 
and  the very fact th a t these sacrifices were con
tinually  offered, showed th a t the worshipers were 
conscious of sin. The th ird  verse states, “But 
in those sacrifices there is a rem em brance again 
made of sins every year. F’or it is not pos
sible th a t the blood of bulls and  of goats should 
take aw ay sins.” W hy Lhen were they offered ? 
They pointed  to  C hrist, and the ten th  verse says, 
“We are sanctified th rough the offering of the 
body of Jesus Christ once for all.” I t  goes on to 
say, “And every priest standeth  daily ministering 
and offering oftentim es the same sacrifices, which 
can never take aw ay sins. B ut th is m an, after 
he had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat
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down on the right hand of God. . . F o r by 
one offering he hath  perfected forever them  th a t 
are sanctified. W hereof the H oly Ghost also is 
a witness to  us: for after th a t he had said be
fore, This is the covenant th a t I will make with 
them  after those days, saith the Lord, I will p u t 
my laws into their hearts, and in their minds 
will I w rite them. And their sins and iniquities 
will I rem em ber no more. Now where remis
sion of these is, there is no m ore offering for 
sin. H aving therefore, brethren , boldness to  en
ter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a 
new  and  living way, which he h a th  consecrated 
for us, through the veil, th a t is to  say, his flesh; 
and having an high priest over the house of 
G o d ; let us d raw  near w ith  a tru e  heart in full 
assurance of faith , having our hearts sprinkled 
from  an evil conscience, and our bodies washed 
with pure w ater. Let us hold fast the profes
sion of our faith  w ithout w avering; (for he is 
faithful th a t p rom ised).”

I have merely skimmed over this great treatise 
on holiness, bu t tru s t I have given you enough 
to convince you th a t we have ample scripture 
for teaching w hat we do from  our pulpits Sun
day afte r Sunday. Jesus C hrist’s blood cleanseth 
from  all sin in this life, and all the types, 
shadows and symbols of the Old T estam ent 
point to  Him as the One Who can m ake us per
fect in love in this life.

T h f . N a z a r e n e  P a r s o n a g e
I recently preached a couple of nights for a 

young pasto r and his wife on our district. The 
church had some people in its m embership who 
seemed to foolishly oppose the neat appearance 
of the pastor and his wife. They seemed to be 
tinctured w ith the teaching of an old m an I 
met in my early m inistry, who used to  em pha
size the fact th a t Jesus never had but one suit 
of clothe?, and never wore a white shirt. I do 
not know how he knew th a t. Perhaps it was 
only to  excuse his own severely plain garb. T 
took  occasion, the second night I was in this 
p ulpit, to  tell the people how fo rtunate  they 
were to  have such a pastor, and how fortunate 
he was to be blessed w ith such a wife. Their 
home was scrupulously clean. The furnishings 
were not lavish, b u t tastily  arranged, and an y 
one could see th a t the hand of a m aster had 
arranged the sparsely furnished parsonage to  
the best advantage. N o  stranger could come to  
their parsonage w ithout being favorably im 
pressed w ith the Nazarenes, and instead of criti
cism he should have had the highest com m enda

tion for the free advertising he was giving the 
Nazarenes in th a t town.

I could not help but think of the difference 
between this precious young m an and his wife 
and two pastors w ith whom I was acquainted 
in my early m inistry, who were so inexcusably 
d irty  th a t they could not hold a pastorate longer 
than  one year. There is nothing in  the world 
that will so discount the w orth  of a Nazarene 
w ork in a com m unity as a d irty  parsonage. 
Some w ay or o ther the world has gotten the 
idea th a t cleanliness is next to  godliness, and if 
it is not in the Bible, it is certainly as true as 
the Bible. The inhabitants of the parsonage 
m ay have good religion, but unless the pastor is 
blessed with a w om an who will keep her house 
tidy , and help keep him clean, for m ost men 
need a wom an to help him keep clean, his w ork 
will suffer just so much because of this unfor
tunate  situation. In m aking this statem ent I 
am saying nothing mean or unkind. I am  simply 
stating a fact. Soap and w ater are generally 
p lentiful, and cost but little, and if applied with 
plenty of elbow grease, will preach one of the 
best sermons on holiness in a new com m unity 
th a t I know anything about, and will have a 
great deal to  do w ith  the people accepting your 
preaching on heart purity .

The devil is fighting hard against us. The 
world is no friend to grace. We have enough 
foes to  fight w ithout giving the enemies of holi- 
ness occasion against us, and because of the n a t
ural heart prejudiced against the doctrine we 
preach we have all the more need to give heed 
to some of these things th a t arouse opposition 
and  prejudice.

H e l p e d  by7 G o o d  B o o k s
I recently read with great profit Bud R obin

son’s “H ospital Experience.” I t is in the form  of 
a little booklet w ith Bud R obinson’s picture on 
the outside cover, and can be obtained from the 
Nazarene Publishing House for the small sum 
of ISc. I suppose I have read the book one 
half dozen different times and each time I get 
the same thrill out of it and cry in spite of m y 
self. The reason I am  m entioning it now is be
cause I  know of nothing th a t will m ake friends 
for the Nazarenes like th a t little booklet. In  our 
own city there is a very fine pastor in Engle
wood, who read B ud’s H ospital Experience, a 
copy of which was given him by the w riter. 
He was so affected by it th a t he came to hear 
Bud when M r. C halfant went over the district 
in the interest of new tents for evangelistic cam- 
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paigns, and had Bud Robinson speak every  m eet
ing. He contributed .'fS.OO tow ard the offering 
the afternoon he was at F irst church, Chicago, 
and ever since then has done his best to  get Bud 
to  come to  his church. He said no other N az
arene preacher could occupy his pulpit, b u t Bud 
Robinson could come any tim e he liked.

Each pastor th a t reads this article should send 
for from  tw enty-five to  fifty copies of this book
let and urge you r people to  buy one-half dozen 
copies, and give them  to their friends— m er
chants, doctors, lawyers, and o ther professional 
men— as well as the rank  and  file of folks 
would be helped by reading th is  little booklet. 
I t  will surely m ake friends for the Church of 
the Nazarene wherever it is read. Someone has 
said th a t one million people in the U nited States 
will shed tears when Bud Robinson passes away.
I th ink  the person who m ade the statem ent is 
conservative. D ear B ro ther B ud has been a great 
apostle of the second blessing, properly so called, 
in the great holiness m ovem ent. I recall his 
m aking the statem ent in his booklet that when 
he was smashed to pieces and suffering excruci
ating pain, there was no inclination in his heart 
to be angry, im patient or unkind. Say what 
you like about the scripturalness of the doctrine 
of entire sanctification— the life of Bud R obin
son proves it as a possibility in th is life. M ay 
God bless this precious old w arrior of the cross 
and spare him to us ju st as long as consistent 
w ith divine will.

Now pastor, d on 't forget to  send right aw ay 
and get these books. Give one to  the bank 
where you deposit your money M onday m o rn 
ing, give one to your doctor, give one to  your 
grocer, give your m ilkm an one. Just as sure as 
you are living it will make friends for you, and 
will be money well expended.

A  Prayer
Father, we th an k  Thee that we m ay read Thy 

wish for the happiness of T hy  children in ver
dant fields and fragrant flowers, in azure seas 
and shining skies. We th an k  Thee, likewise, th a t 
T hy children find in the deep w aters of sorrow  
the priceless pearl of the gospel of T hy love; 
th a t as the rain cometh down from  heaven and 
w atereth  the earth  and m aketh it bring forth  
and bud, and giveth seed to  the sower and bread 
to the eater, so the clouds of sorrow are big 
w ith blessings, and th a t in the hour of our help
lessness, we come to know the greatness of Thine 
all-sufficient grace. Amen.— C h a r l e s  S. M i l l s .

DEPARTMENT OF EXCHANGES 
AND SUGGESTIONS

B y  D. S h e l b y  C o e l e t t

RAISING C H U R C H  FINA NCE

SEV ER A L requests have been m ade for 
suggestions along the lines of raising 
church finance. These few suggestions are 

gathered from observation and experience.
The greatest task  before a board  of stewards, 

the finance comm ittee, or pastor, depending upon 
who is responsible for the raising of these funds, 
is to m ake each m em ber feel his responsibility 
for the w ork of the church. There are num erous 
appeals which can be m ade to  accomplish th is; 
the personal benefits he receives th rough  the 
w orking of the church, the benefits his fam ily 
receives, the need of such a church in the com 
m unity, if the m ember needs such personal ap 
peals; or, the debt each Christian owes to  Christ 
and for the propagation  of the gospel message 
in the w orld, th a t one is the stew ard of his 
possessions and he is obligated to God who is 
the supreme owner of all things to  give back to 
Him as God has prospered him. O ther appeals 
m ay be presented as dem anded by the person 
with whom one is dealing.

T here is a danger which m ust be avoided in 
making these appeals. Each m em ber m ust be 
m ade to  feel his responsibility w ithout m aking 
it a burden to  him. This danger is avoided by 
the use of the biblical m ethod of the paying of 
tithes. It is an altogether w'rong m ethod of a p 
proach to make definite apportionm ents to  the 
individual members, dem anding th a t each pay 
an equal am ount to  the different financial obli
gations of the church. If the com m ittee is not 
careful the stressing of money will bring some 
good people— people who will be a spiritual 
blessing to the church, or those who have great 
need of the benefits of m embership in the church 
— to the place where they will feel and some
times will say, “I  cannot afford to  belong to  
the church.” Each m em ber m ust be urged to  
give according to  his ability . People are usu
ally sensitive along financial lines and leaders 
m ust be careful not to  comm end some m em ber 
who gives large sums as his ability  will perm it, 
and to  forget the m ember whose giving is not 
so conspicuous but yet when m easured accord
ing to ability  has given more. No doubt it is 
wise never to  m ake public com m endation of
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people who have given only w hat m ay reasona
bly be expected of them . Reserve your public 
com m endations for cases of unusual m erit. H ow 
ever, this applies only to  the com m endation of 
individuals. We should publicly commend our 
congregations for the m anner in which they 
give when occasion m ay be found for such. 
Congregations alw ays like to  be com mended for 
w hat they do, and usually the individual will 
appropriate to himself as m uch of the credit as 
he th inks he deserves.

The m ost wholesome m ethod for raising fi
nances is to  keep it from  having too much of a 
p rom inent place in the public services, this m ay 
be done by m aking an every m em ber canvass. 
The board of stew ards m ay be organized so 
th a t each stew ard  will be responsible for the 
solicitation of a certain num ber of the m em 
bership. If your m embership is so large th a t the 
stew ards cannot successfully function, enlist o th 
ers to  assist them  in m aking such a canvass. 
Each m em ber should be solicited or interviewed. 
Get him  to m ake a pledge of some am ount, per
haps to  pay his tithe into the church. E m pha
size th a t the entire w ork of the church is repre
sented in the budget presented to  him, so th a t 
he is supporting n o t only the local work, pas
to r ’s salary , etc., but also the general and d is 
tric t w ork of the church, including missions, etc. 
The stew ards should keep the list of m em bers 
whom  they interview  and when a m em ber be
comes slack in his contributions to  interview  
him. In reality  the stew ard who will take his 
task seriously m ay be of untold  benefit to  the 
church and to the individual mem bers. He can 
be a definite help to  the spiritually  delinquent 
m em ber as well as looking afte r the finances of 
the church. He might w'eil serve in som ewhat 
the same capacity as the old class leaders of 
Joh n  W esley’s time.

M any of our m ost successful pastors do not 
use only one m ethod of w orking their finances. 
Some of them  feel it is wise a t times to  sep 
arate the foreign mission share of the General 
Budget and m ake a special effort to  raise this. 
M ake sure how ever th a t all money definitely 
raised for foreign missions is sent to  headquarters 
for th a t purpose and then bring up the rem ain
ing portion  of your General B udget for the 
o ther item s represented therein. Others use the 
various departm ents of the church for raising 
certain p arts  of the church finance. Often the 
first Sunday of each m onth  is em ployed in the 
Sunday school to  raise money for missions, for

building funds, or for the other .special needs. 
T he W. F. M . S. is always a ready assistance 
in the raising of foreign missionary funds. The 
N. Y. P. S. should be urged to  pay their quota 
of equivalent to  one dollar per m ember for the 
general Hom e Mission fund, all of which is a 
portion  of the General Budget. The P rayer and 
Fasting League, the P enny-a-D ay Plan, Coin 
Cards, M ite or Blessing Boxes, coin envelopes, 
and  various o ther m ethods m ay be used to en
courage people to  give. These are all tem porary  
m ethods and should not be considered as being 
a perm anent p a rt of your financial program . 
Regular, consistent giving, the paying of the tithe 
should be considered as the only permanent, 
m ethod to  be used by the church. All others are 
only for special efforts or to  m eet certain 
emergencies. No doubt in these times of finan
cial depression the pastor will need to  employ 
as m any different m ethods as possible in order 
th a t he raise his finances.

N E W  L IF E  F O R  T H E  P R A Y E R M E E T IN G
The midweek prayerm eeting should be a serv

ice where the members or a ttendan ts are given 
o pportunity  to  participate and it should be con
ducted in a very simple m anner. It is not p a r
ticularly a tim e for the preacher to  deliver a 
regularly organized sermon, bu t nevertheless he 
should give considerable time and a ttention  to 
the planning and preparation  for this im portant 
midweek service. M ore prayerm eetings are not 
interesting and helpful, perhaps, from  the cause 
of insufficient p reparation  than  for any other 
reason. Too often il is considered of very little 
consequence and the leader depends too much on 
“the inspiration of the m om ent” for the sug
gestion of the them e to  be presented, or for the 
type of service to  be conducted.

Often the w ay of least resistance is followed 
and the pasto r turns the leadership of this very 
im portant service into the hands of inexperienced 
lay members, some of which have pet hobbies 
to  ride or special theories to propagate. A pas
to r usually gets himself into difficulty when he 
turns the entire leadership of this service into the 
hands of lay people. If he is to  be im partial, he 
m ust use his entire mem bership, particularly 
those who habitually  a ttend  prayerm eeting. 
M any of these people are not capable of leading 
such a meeting. N ot m any, if any, prayerm eet- 
ings are successfully conducted along this line.

The m ost successful prayerm eetings we have
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known have been those where the pastor has 
carefully planned a program , and in which he 
has had the needs of the people in m ind, and 
when the people have been given num erous op
portunities to  give expression to  spiritual ex
periences and to suggest thoughts upon the them e 
presented to  the meeting. The pastor keeps the 
leadership of the service, but wisely plans for 
the participation  of the lay members.

One of the most successful ways to  conduct 
such a prayerm eeting is by using the Bible 
reading m ethod. By this m ethod the pastor 
studies a them e and gathers from different p o r
tions of scripture the phases of th is them e to be 
emphasized. He studies the them e well, has not 
only the particular verse or portion  of scripture 
to  be read well in his thinking, but also its r e 
lation to the context and particularly  its re la
tion to the theme under discussion. The different 
scripture references are given out to  those a t 
tending to be read. This encourages the people 
to bring their Bibles to  the service. Sometimes 
it m ay be wise to select certain people to  take 
these references, perhaps giving them  some tim e 
in advance to prepare a short talk on the ref
erence to  be read. At other times it is advisable 
to suggest these references from  the p latform  and 
have the members of the congregation take these 
references as they are given out. Encourage the 
people reading the reference to  give a short ex
planation in keeping w ith the them e under dis
cussion, or to  relate some personal experience 
which illustrates the them e. In this m anner the 
people attending are given opportunity  to  express 
themselves and to participate in the service, in 
addition to the privilege of leading in prayer or 
giving personal testim ony.

We offer a few suggestions for source m a
terial for the preparation  of Bible readings. 
These books m ay be purchased from  our own 
Nazarene Publishing House.

Bible Readings on Holiness, by B. W. Miller.
Best Things in the Bible, Chrisman.
One Thousand Bible Readings, by F. E. M arsh.
Five H undred Bible Readings, by F. E . M arsh.
Outline Bible Studies, by Frost.
The Christian W orker’s M anual, by Miller.
The Bible Text Cyclopedia, Inglis.

day are M odernism , M aterialism , H um anism , and 
Comm unism . They absorb everything b u t the 
tru th . They deny everything b u t falsehood. 
T hey are tunnelling under our fa ith  and  homes 
and churches and governm ent. A keg of powder 
in one hand and  a fuse and box of m atches in 
the other, they are teaching our boys and girls 
in most of our schools and colleges th a t you 
have no mind. You have no soul. You are a 
piece of anim al m achinery, and you respond to 
the stim uli. In  o ther words, there is no God. 
There is no devil. T here is no heaven. There 
is no hell. There is no right. T here is no wrong. 
There is nothing but you, and  you are nothing 
but an anim al descended from  a m onkey or a 
gorilla. W hat you w an t you have a right to  
have. T oday  the individual opinion is the seat 
of au tho rity . I b rand  th a t num skull philosophy 
as anarchy, pure and  simple.” America can be 
saved from  these four and all o ther curses by 
the old and  only and evernew cure, the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus C hrist.— Sunday School Times.

H O W  T O  FAIL
The following rules for preaching so as to 

convert nobody were given by Charles G. F in 
ney a half century  ago. Do they no t hold good 
in our day as in his?

1. Let your supreme m otive be popularity  
ra th er th an  salvation.

2. Study to  please your congregation and to 
make a reputation , ra ther th an  to  please God.

3. Take up popular, passing and  sensational 
themes to draw  the crowd, and avoid the es
sential doctrines of salvation.

4. Denounce sin in the abstract, bu t pass 
lightly over sins th a t prevail in y ou r congrega
tion.

5. If asked, “Is it wrong to  dance, play cards 
and a ttend  the th ea te r?” answer very  pleas
antly, “Oh, th a t is a m atte r fo r private judg
ment. It is not for me to  say you shall or shall 
n o t.”

6. Preach on the loveliness of v irtue and the 
glory of heaven, bu t not on the sinfulness of 
sin and the te rro rs of hell.

F O U R  CURSES OF AM ERICA ?• R eprove the sins of the absent, b u t m ake
America is peculiarly blessed, and peculiarly those who are present pleased w ith  themselves, 

imperiled. Billy Sunday recently m ade a  keen 50 th a t they wil> enJ°y the sermon and not go 
statem ent, just before his evangelistic cam paign aw ay with their feelings hurt, 
in Boston. Said he, “The curses of America to - 8. M ake the impression on worldly church
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m em bers th a t God is too  good to  send anyone 
to  hell, even if there is any hell.

9. Preach the universal F atherhood  of God 
and  bro therhood  of m an, so as to  show th a t no 
second b irth  is really needed.

10. Do not rebuke the worldliness of the 
church, but fall in w ith  the am usem ent policy. 
Instead of m eeting for p rayer let the people “sit 
down to eat and drink and rise up to p lay .”

F A C T S A N D  FIGURES
B y  E. J . F l e m i n g  

The following is a list of the game killed in 
the s tate of Pennsylvania during the open season 
of 1929; 22,822 deer; 6 elk; 447 bears; 3,524,- 
652 rab b its; 455,264 squirrels; 28,838 raccoons; 
3,834 tu rk ey s; 212,082 ring-neck pheasan ts; 222,- 
186 quail; 72,666 shore b irds; 59,821 blackbirds; 
45,008 w aterfow l.— The United Presbyterian.

The official Catholic directory  of 1931 shows 
the R om an Catholic population  in the United 
S tates in 1930 was 20,091,593; an increase of 13,- 
391 over 1929. The to ta l num ber of converts to  
R om an Catholicism  in the U nited S tates was 
39,528, an increase of 1,926 over last year. There 
are 27,854 priests. The num ber of bishops is 
104. There are four cardinals and  16 archbishops, 
including the cardinals. T here are 12,475 parishes 
in this country , w ith  5,743 mission churches in 
which services are held. T hey have 145 sem ina
ries w ith  17,616 students for the priesthood, and 
222 colleges for boys and 725 academies for 
girls. There are 7,387 free parochial schools w ith 
an enrollm ent of 2,283,084.

P riva te  concerns in America m ake the paper 
money for one-half the nations of the world. 
One factory  alone m anufactures paper m oney 
for forty-one foreign countries. The Chinese 
were the first to  m ake paper money. They be
gan its use ab o u t the year 800. E arly  Chinese 
paper money was very cumbersome, the bills 
being nine inches by th irteen  inches.

The Am erican one dollar bill lasts on an av 
erage of one year. T he $10 bill lasts about four.

T he U nited  P resbyterian  gives credit to  the 
C hristian W orld for the following statem ent: 
“T he King D avid H otel of Jerusalem  is said to  
be the m ost m odern hotel in the N ear E ast. It 
cost $1,250,000, and  is now  open to  the public. 
F rom  its windows m ay be seen the T om b of

D avid, the Jo rd an  Valley, the Dead Sea and 
M oab .” The Church of the N azarene owns 
property  directly across the street from  this 
magnificent hotel.

To aid in its w ar on cancer the New York 
M em orial H ospital is having a giant 900,000-volt 
X -ray  tube built. This m onster tube was de
veloped by Dr. W. D. Coolidge in the General 
Electric laboratories. It is said to  exceed by 
300,000 volts the most powerful X -ray  machines 
now in medical use. There is a tube of 5,000,000 
volts a t the Carnegie Institu tion  of W ashing
ton, bu t it is incapable of use in medicine.— 
The United Presbyterian.

I t  is reported th a t France is suffering from  the 
effects of one of the w orst economic slumps in 
her history. Exports of m anufactured goods are 
$80,000,000 less than  for the previous year.

The W orld Boy Scout m ovem ent is now near
ing the tw o million m ark in membership. The 
membership in the United States is 850,000.

Postal savings deposits during the fiscal year 
increased from  $175,000,000 to  $300,000,000, 
which is said to  be the largest gain ever re
corded.

Prohibition leaders are planning an extensive 
educational program  to secure the allegiance of 
the coming generation to  the E ighteenth Am end
m ent. They plan a  national crusade of young 
people, to  be known as The Allied Y outh . This 
organization will w ork in co-operation w ith  the 
Allied Business M en and the Allied Campaigners 
in a national organization know n as Allies for 
Prohibition. This announcem ent was m ade by 
Dr. Daniel A. Poling, national Christian E n 
deavor leader. The cam paign will be modeled 
afte r the fam ous Flying Squadron campaign 
conducted by G overnor J . F rank  Hanley, of In 
diana, a campaign th a t had much to  do w ith 
getting the Eighteenth Am endm ent passed. M ore 
th an  1,500 mass meetings will be held by the 
Allied Campaigners between September, 1931, 
and June, 1932. A local chapter will be set up 
in every city visited. Beginning Septem ber first 
a paper will be published and  a “m unition fac
to ry ” will be set up to  distribute literature. 
— The W atchm an-Exam iner.
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