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FOREWORD FOR 1976 MANUAL 

A church must place its doctrines, standard of prac
tical ethics, and polity within the grasp of all its con
stituents. The Church of the Nazarene has done so in 
this Manual. 

Its people must come to union in strength through 
™n™fthe0churchaThi"MonLrrk the writtenform 
of that great faith. 

The history of the Church of the Nazarene is a mat
ter of record. A brief historical statement is included 
to introduce the origins of the church to our people. 

Our faith in the Bible as the inspired Word of God is 
made evident in the Constitution with its clear, con
cise statements of our doctrinal beliefs. The essential 
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PART II 

Church Constitution 



ARTICLES OF FAITH 
THE CHURCH 
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GOVERNMENT 
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I. The Triune God 

»«nar.'ftcf«aw 
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26 [H 3] CHURCH CONSTITUTION 

and manhood, are thus united in one person very God 
and very man, the God-man. 

that He truly arose from the dead and took again His 
body, together with all things appertaining to the 
perfection of man's ^nature, wherewith He ascended 

III. The Holy Spirit 
3. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Third Person 

of the Triune Godhead, that He is ever present and 
efficiently active in and with the Church of Christ, 
convincing the world of sin, regenerating those who 
Xlltuth'asl r^etlbelieVerSl a"d gUidiDg 

IV. The Holy Scriptures 
4. We believe in the plenary inspiration of the Holy 

Scriptures, by which we understand the sixty-six 
books of the Old and New Testaments, given by 
divine inspiration, inerrantly revealing the will of God 
so that wh te necessary to our salvation, 
enjoined as a^'article' 'h6*™ 'S DOt 40 ** 

v. Original Sin, or Depravity 
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CHURCH CONSTITUTION [121] 31 

believers as declarative of their faith in Jesus Christ 
as their Saviour, and full purpose of obedience in 
holiness and righteousness. 

Baptism being the symbol of the New Testament, 
young children may be baptized, upon request of 
parents or guardians who shall give assurance for 
them of necessary Christian training. 

Baptism may be administered by sprinkling, pour-
plfcarit.immerS10n' SCCOr mS ° 6 C ^ ° 6 ^ 

XIV. The Lord's Supper 
20. We believe that the Memorial and Communion 

Supper instituted by our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ is essentially a New Testament sacrament, 
declarative of His sacrificial death, through the merits 
of which believers have life and salvation and promise 
of all spiritual blessings in Christ. It is distinctively 
for those who are prepared for reverent appreciation of 
its significance and by it they show forth the Lord's 
death till He come again. It being the Communion 
feast, only those who have faith in Christ and love for 
the saints should be called to participate therein. 

XV. Divine Healing 
21. We believe in the Bible doctrine of divine heal

ing and urge our people to seek to offer the prayer of 
faith for the healing of the sick. Providential means 



32 [1122] CHURCH CONSTITUTION 

THE CHURCH 
I. The General Church 

22. The Church of God is composed of all spiritual-

le Holy Spirit, be 
lowshi; ' ' ' 

I. The Church of The N, 

tification of believers, their upbuilding in holiness, 
and the simplicity and spiritual power manifest in the 
primitive New Testament Church, together with the 
preaching of the gospel to every creature. 

IV. Agreed Statement of Belief 

P?'son?to£chmemtemhiptltand "tlTf^t 1 
avowat'"? STare™ 

brief"tatment^to^^'suffideht^W 
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20:3-6; Leviticus 19:17-18; Deuteronomy 5:7-10; 

isislgfis 
-ts 1:8; Romans 1:14-16; 2 

1lMnl%TianS 4'32; 
lose who are also (of the 
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CHURCH CONSTITUTION [1130.9]; 

30.4. Quorum. When the General Assembly is in 
session, a majority of the whole number of delegates 
elected thereto shall constitute a quorum for the 

remaining unapproved, and adjourn. 
30.5. General Superintendents. The General As

sembly shall elect by ballot from among the elders of 
the Church of the Nazarene as many general 
superintendents as it may deem necessary, Who shall 
constitute the Board of General Superintendents. Any 
vacancy in the office of general superintendent in the 
interim of General Assemblies shall be filled by a two-
thirds vote of all the district superintendents of the 

30.6. Presiding Officers. A general superintendent 
appointed thereto by the Board of General 
Superintendents shall preside over the daily meetings 
of the General Assembly. But if no general su
perintendent be so appointed or be present, the 
General Assembly shall elect one of its members as 

^M^ulesof Order. The General Assembly shall 

organization, procedure, committees, and all other 

business.'TlhalTbe^he judge *0/1'the"election and 
qualifications of its own members. [300.2] 

30.8. General Court of Appeals. The General As
sembly shall elect from among members of the 
Church of the Nazarene a General Court of Appeals 
and shall define its jurisdiction and powers. [305.8] 

30.9. Powers and Restrictions. 
(1) The General Assembly shall have power to 
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44 [H32.4] SPECIAL RULES 

compass all forms of evil throughout the world. 
Therefore it is imperative that our people earnestly 
seek the aid of the Spirit in cultivating a sensitivity to 
remembering the admonition: "Prove all things; hold 
fast that which is good. Abstain from all appearance 
of evil" (1 Thessalonians 5:21-22). 

32.4. Our leaders and pastors are expected to give 
strong emphasis in our periodicals and from our 
pulpits to such fundamental biblical truths as will 
develop the faculty of discrimination between the evil 

33. We hold specifically that the following prac-

ir people should govern 
iciples. One is the Christian 

tian obligation to apply the 
to the home. Since we are liv

ing m a day of great moral confusion in which we face 
the potential encroachment of the evils of the day into 
the sacred precincts of our homes through various 

venues such as current literature, radio, and televi-
oWrLrf TV?"*??1- jhat !^e most rigid safeguards be observed. The third principle is the obligation to 
witness against social evils by appropriate forms of in-

nd thereby lend ind the refusal to r_ 
to the industries 

he^avoidance of te^™T"t'tThisi,WOuld 

together wi... „„„„ ( 
ch feature the cheap, the vio« 
pornographic [904.9] and th 



the individual an?society. 
33.3. Membership in oath-bound secret orders or 

duty1 o^ci vil° government. .i'svsrr, rrs.tr 
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riage relation. Such persons may be received into the 
membershin of the church at such time as they have 
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Government 



THE LOCAL CHURCH 
THE DISTRICT ASSEMBLY 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
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109.1. To promote evangelism in the local church 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

210.1, 310.1] 
112.5. Secretary. The secretary of tl 

board shall be the secretary of all church m 
his absence a secretary pro tempore : 
[141.4] 

112.6. Annual Meeting. An annual 
shall be held within 60 days prior to the mi. 
District Assembly, public notice of the sa 
being given from the pulpit at le ' 

the board of Christian life [165], tt 
president of the Nazarene Youth Intemation: 
[171.3], the president of the Nazarene World Mi: 
sionary Society [172.2], the deaconesses [415], tt 
local preachers [402], the stewards [146], the trustei 
[151], the board of Christian life [156.5], the secretai 
[141.2], and the treasurer [142.5] of the church boarc 112.8. Elections. At the annual church meetiii 
there shall be an election, by ballot, of the stewarc 
[143], the trustees [148, 149.1], the chairman of th 
board of Christian life [156.5], and the members of th 
board of Christian life [156], to serve for the nea 
qualified. [38? ™ ' elr successors ^ e ec 811 





of " h^D i^^t^As^mUy0^1 the 
which the local church is situated, and sh 

to the most holffai"^ 







115.22. The pastor shall be, ex officio, president of 
the local church, chairman of the church board, and 

4, 162, 171.2, 17 . 



or special meeting of the church, provided that such 
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123.1. In such a church a past 
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80 [1144] LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

sore have been elected and qualified. [38. 112.6,112.8, 





82[1152] LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

the church board of which they are a part. [102, 104.2, 
106.1-6.2, 112.7] 

152. A vacancy in the office of trustee may be filled 
by the local church at a duly called church meeting. 
[112.12] 

O. Division of Christian Life 
(Church Schools/Youth) 

154. Christian life (church schools/youth) is that 
division of the local church which plans, promotes, 
and directs the Christian education work of the local 
church, .namely, the Sunday school; summer min
istries, including the vacation Bible school; the 
weekday schools; Caravans; children's church; the 
Christian Service Training schools; youth ministries 
in conjunction with NYI; adult ministries including 
Home Department; and such other schools and 
classes as may be classified under this heading. The 
division of Christian life (church schools/youth) shall 
be supervised by the board of Christian life under the 
direct care of the pastor. 
(cK^^diViSi°n0fChriStianUfe 

TVhftandards o^Chif^tian'behavior ^^eve^ecUn^he 
bible, especially as interpreted by the "Articles of 

&155 2° t Manual of the Church of the Nazarene. 

'''l'strTo'seik th' 
entire s'anctification of b^™ °tthe unsaved and the 

155.4. To' foster" a prowesSve and 
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such has received tfie written approval of the distr 

and the approval of the church board. [208.9] 
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full or part time to evangelism and elders who devote 





DISTRICT GOVERNMENT [1203.19] 103 

Life, president of the District NWMS, and president 
of the District NYI, shall be of the opinion that the 
services of the district superintendent should not con
tinue beyond the current year of an extended term, 
tlT d ™6™' ™per'nten^er^ having jurisdiction and 
for a vote of the District Assembly. The question shall 
be submitted in the following form: "Shall the present 
district superintendent be continued in office beyond 
this District Assembly?" 

If the District Assembly, by a two-thirds vote by 
ballot, decides to continue the district superintendent 
in office, he shall continue to serve as though such 

If, however, the District Assembly fails to decide by 
such vote to continue the district superintendent in 
office, his term of office shall terminate with the close 
of^that District Assembly. [206] 

the final adjournment of the next District Assembly 
anduntd Ins successor is elected and qualified. [216] 

the final adjournment of the next District Assembly 
and until his successor is elected and qualified. [219] 

203.18. To elect, by ballot, two elders and two 
laymen to the District Advisory Board, to serve until 
the final adjournment of the next District Assembly 
and until their successors are elected and qualified. 

When the district exceeds a total membership of 
5,000, it may elect one additional elder and one ad-
and the final major part of 2,500 members. 

203.19. To elect a District Board of Orders and 
Relations of not less than 5 nor more than 15 elders, 
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in harmony with the procedure stated in 238, to serve 
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for^the ^coming arrangementS 

222.4 To appoint an investigating committee con-

stisifi 





of the local'church of which the licensed deaconess is a 
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230.2. The chairman shall assign to the other PI=tl§ 
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superintendent and shall be amenable to the District 

tribution of gospel literature. [357.2] 

O. The District Board of Christian Life 
(Church Schools/Youth) 
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241.6. To recommend to the District Assembly the 
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GENERAL GOVERNMENT [11336.1] 155 





of *the" work that may 
de337rt2?eTo prepare an annual budget and to 
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NYI Council, one or more nominations of persons not 

Nazarene and subject to the approval of the General 
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GENERAL GOVERNMENT [1351.3] 171 

of organization, and financial methods are approved 
by the Department of Education and the Ministry. 
1902.51 

349. The Department of Education and the 
Ministry may recommend to the General Board and 
to the Board of General Superintendents, and to the 
trustees of the schools affected thereby, that two or 
more schools be merged or otherwise disposed of, 
whenever in its judgment the highest educational in
terests of the denomination will be conserved by so 























SMiI 
be proper and necessary for the welfare and progress 
of the world mission of the church, subject to the ap-

n"3l7Br-ld7.ttheB0ard0fGeI,eral 

mum 
by the General Assembly for this department, 

director of the Department'toS-iilllllfi 
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184 [11371.2] GENERAL GOVERNMENT 

371.2. There shall also be a Junior Missionary 
Reading Committee composed of the executive direc
tor of the NWMS; the book editor of the Nazarene 
Publishing House; age-group representatives from, 
and named by, the Division of Christian Life; a 
representative from the Department of World Mis-

Publications Board, the last two to t 

Policy of the Department of W< 
regulate various aspects and 
Department of World Mission. 

372.1. The Statement of Policy of the Department 
of World Mission shall be adopted by the General 
Board and shall be subject to amendment from time 
to time by the General Board. 

il churches and districts may be 
with the Statement of Policy of 

have been organized 
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and one district superintendent. Three of the board 

selected on the basis of special skills and represent 







i [1376.2] GENERAL GOVERNMENT 



'"ITST. To "work ^n°cooperation with any district 

Hllllll 



assist 

piHiisi 
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192 [1383] GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
Q. The General Council of the General Nazarene 

World Missionary Society 
383. The General Council of the General Nazarene 

World Missionary Society shall be composed of the 
general president, executive director, and of that 
number of members prescribed by the constitution of 
the General Nazarene World Missionary Society and 
elected in accordance therewith. [366.4, 811.3] 

383.1. The General Council shall be governed by 
the constitution of the General Nazarene World Mis
sionary Society. This organization shall be auxiliary 
to the Department of World Mission. [369, 811.3] 

383.2. The General Council shall elect by a two-
thirds vote by ballot an executive director, who shall 
be an ex officio member of the council and of the 
General Assembly. [301] 

383.3. The General Nazarene World Missionary 
Society shall be represented on the General Board by 
one member elected thereto by the General Assembly 
from nominations made by the General Council of the 
General Nazarene World Missionary Society. [330.4] 

383.4. There shall be a quadrennial convention 
held under the direction of the General Council of the 
General Nazarene World Missionary Society at the 
same time as, or immediately preceding, the regular 
meeting of the General Assembly. This convention 
shall elect the General Council of the General 
Nazarene World Missionary Society in harmony with 

president, who shall be a member ex officio of the 
General Council of the General Nazarene World Mis
sionary Society. [301, 366.4, 811.3] 
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V. The Fiscal Ye 
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THE MINISTER AND THE MINISTRY 
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407.1. Any minister who is in good standing and 
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Courses of Study 
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COURSES OF STUDY [1420.5] 231 

Handbook on the Ministry. This Handbook and such 
the Board of General Superintendents and the 
General Board. 





COURSES OF STUDY [f 421.2] 233 

study program is available, subject to the rules and 
procedures indicated in the Handbook on the 
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CHURCH DISCIPLINE 
DISCIPLINE OF A LAYMAN 
DISCIPLINE OF A MINISTER 
RULES OF PROCEDURE 
DISTRICT COURT OF APPEALS 
GENERAL COURT OF APPEALS 
GUARANTY OF RIGHTS 
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Boundaries 
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ASSEMBLY DISTRICTS 
CHURCH ZONES 
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BOUNDARIES 

Decatur, Jennings, and Jefferson counties. 

portion of the state of Idaho south of the Salmon 
River; that portion of the state of Oregon embracing 
the following counties, namely, Wallowa, Union, 
Baker, Grant, Harney, and Malheur; that portion of 
the state of Nevada embracing the following counties, 
namely, Humboldt, Pershing, Lander, Elko, Eureka, 
and White Pine; and that portion of the state of Utah 
lying north of the southern boundary of Millard, 
Sevier, Emery, and Grand counties. 

631. IOWA DISTRICT shall include the state of Iowa. 
632. JOPLIN DISTRICT shall include that portion of 

the state of Kansas lying east of the west boundaries 
of Coffey, Woodson, Wilson, and Montgomery coun
ties and south of the north boundary of Coffey, 
Anderson, and Linn counties; and that portion of the 
state of Missouri lying south of the north boundary of 
Bates, Henry, Benton, and Morgan counties and west 
of the east boundary of Morgan, Camden, Laclede, 
Wright, Douglas, and Ozark counties. 

633. KANSAS DISTRICT shall include that portion of 
the state of Kansas lying west of the east boundaries 
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Crestwood, north to Riderwood Road and Greenhurst, 





656. NORTHWEST INDIANA DISTRICT shall include that 



BOUNDARIES 

Wyandot, Seneca! SanduTk^^n^ Ottawa' counties 
and north of the north boundary of Preble, Mont
gomery, Greene, and Fayette counties. 

660. OREGON PACIFIC DISTRICT shall include that 
portion of the state of Oregon west of the east bound
ary of Wasco County, south of the north boundary of 
Wheeler County, and west of the east boundary of 
Wheeler, Crook, Deschutes, and Lake counties. 

661. PERU NORTH DISTRICT shall be composed of the 
departments of Tumbes, Piura, Lambayeque, Ca-

cash, the part of Huanuco north of the Trans-Amazon 
Highway, the part of Loreto north of the Trans-
Amazon Highway, to the border of Brazil. 

662. PHILADELPHIA DISTRICT shall be composed of 
that part of the state of Pennsylvania lying east of the 
boundary line between Potter and Tioga counties and 
east of a line drawn from a point at the northern crest 
of the Allegheny Mountains to Duncannon, thence 

drawn between Long Branch 
id Phillipsburg, including the city of Phillipsburg. 
663. PITTSBURGH DISTRICT shall include that portion 
the state of Pennsylvania west of the boundary line 
Potter and Tioga counties, thence following a line 

le south through Clinton County, to the crest of the 
llegheny Mountains, and south along this crest to 
ie Maryland state line. 
664. ROCKY MOUNTAIN DISTRICT shall include the 





264 IT 6891 BOUNDARIES 

vard; then west to a point approximately one block 
north of the intersection of Lockridge with Crest-
wood, north to Riderwood Road and Greenhurst, west 
to Lowrance at a point approximately a block north of 
Tanglewood, north on Lowrance Drive to Sixty-third 
Street, west to High Street, south on High and Bau-
cum to Crystal Street; thence westerly to the inter
section of Hilliard with the west boundary of Burns 
Park, south along the Park boundary to the Arkansas 
River; thence westerly along the Arkansas and Mau-
melle rivers to Pinnacle Valley Road, south on Pinna
cle Valley Road to State Route 10, and west on Route 
10 and the southerly line of Sebastian County to the 
Oklahoma state line. The towns and cities on High
way 10 and Sebastian county line are on the South Ar-

669. SOUTH CAROLINA DISTRICT shall include the 
state of South Carolina. 

670. SOUTHEAST OKLAHOMA DISTRICT shall include 
that portion of the state of Oklahoma east of a line 
formed by the Santa Fe Railway from the Red River in 
a northerly direction to Oklahoma City, not including 
Oklahoma City and other towns and cities thereon; 
and south of U.S. Highway 62 from Oklahoma City to 

thence U.S. Highway 64 to the Arkansas line, in
cluding the towns and cities thereon. 

671. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT shall include 
that portion of the state of California lying south of a 
line beginning in Los Angeles County at the Pacific 
Ocean and Imperial Boulevard and continuing in a 
northeasterly direction along Imperial Boulevard, 
Alameda Street, Washington Boulevard, Rio Hondo 
River, the crest of Puente Hills, and the San Dimas 
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BOUNDARIES 

683. WESTERN LATIN AMERICAN DISTRICT shall 
include ^the states of California^and Arizona and the 

wf^on^^and^h^'port^o^of thTstate o^Mfotdgan 
known as the Upper Penninsula, lying west of the east 
county lines of Delta and Alger counties. 

CHAPTER H 
CHURCH ZONES 

The Church of the Nazarene shall be divided into 
the following zones for the purpose of administrative 

educational support: 
685. Canadian Zone: Canada Atlantic, Canada 

Central, Canada Pacific, Canada West, and the 
Yukon Territory 

686. Central Zone: Chicago Central, Eastern 
Michigan, Illinois, Indianapolis, Michigan, North
eastern Indiana, Northwest Indiana, Northwestern II-

687'. East Central Zone: Akron, Central Ohio, 
North Central Ohio, Northwestern Ohio, Southwest
ern Ohio, Eastern Kentucky, West Virginia 

688. Eastern Zone: Maine, New York, New En
gland, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Upstate New York, 
Virginia, Washington 

689. North Central Zone: Dakota, Iowa, Kansas, 
Kansas City, Joplin, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska 

690. Northwest Zone: Alaska, Colorado, Inter-
mountain, Northwest, Oregon Pacific, Rocky Moun-



siana, North Arkansas, Northeast Oklahoma, North
west Oklahoma, San Antonio, South Arkansas, 
Southeast Oklahoma, Southwest Oklahoma, West 

692. Southeast Zone: Alabama, Central Florida, 
East Tennessee, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, 
North Carolina, North Florida, South Carolina, 
Southern Florida, Tennessee 

693. Southwest Zone: Arizona, Central California, 
Hawaii Pacific, Los Angeles, New Mexico, Northern 
California, Sacramento, Southern California 

694. INTERCONTINENTAL ZONES: For ad-
continental Zones. 

694.1. Intercontinental Zone I [Euro-Africa] shall 
include mission and regular districts in Europe, the 
Middle East, and Africa as follows: 



attain the level for designation as mission districts 
according to 600.3. 
694.3. Intercontinental Zone III [Hispanic Amer

ica] shall include mission and regular districts in 
Mexico, Central America, Caribbean, and South 
America as follows: 

Argentina Central; Barbados; Belize; Bolivia La 
Paz; Brazil Central; Cuba; Guatemala Northeast; 
Mexico Central; Mexico Northeast; Mexico North
west; Mexico Southeast; Nicaragua West; Peru 
North; Puerto Rico-Virgin Islands; Trinidad and 
Tobago; Central Latin American District; Eastern 
Latin American District; Western Latin American 





PART IX 

Ritual 

E 



THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
THE RECEPTION OF CHURCH MEMBERS 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER 

THE FUNERAL SERVICE 
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 
CHURCH DEDICATIONS 





B. The Baptism of Believers 
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RITUAL [1804|285 

"Now the God of peace, that brought again from the 
dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make 
you perfect in every good work to do his will, working 
in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through 
•Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. 
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Minister: For the sharing of the good news of salva
tion from sin, for the spreading of scriptural holiness, 
for the giving of instruction in righteousness, and for 
the service of our fellowmen, 

Congregation: We reverently dedicate this 

Unison: We, as laborers together with God, now 
join hands and hearts and dedicate ourselves anew to 
the high and holy purposes to which this building has 

stewardship, and diligent service to the end that in 
this place the name of the Lord shall be glorified, and 
His kingdom shall be advanced; through Jesus Christ 



Auxiliary 
Constitutions 



NAZARENE YOUTH INTERNATIONAL 
NAZARENE WORLD MISSIONARY 
SOCIETIES 
SUNDAY SCHOOLS 







^SEC!' 4 The vice-president of the organization shall^be 
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PART XI 

Forms 

C 



THE LOCAL CHURCH 
THE DISTRICT ASSEMBLY 
BILLS OF CHARGES 



CHAPTER I 



FORMS 
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814.1,1. Transfer by District 

(Use appropriate form below.) 
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CHAPTER III 

815. BILLS OF CHARGES 

Section 1. In Trial of a Church Member 

Sec. 2. In Trial of an Elder 

Sec. 3. In Trial of a Licensed Minister 



PART XII 

Appendix 

C 



ADMINISTRATIVE BOARDS AND 

ADMINISTRATIVE POLICIES 
INTERPRETATIONS OF CHURCH LAW 
CURRENT MORAL AND SOCIAL ISSUES 
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