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Column One
Week Four; Lot's of things this 

time. Congratulations to the Den
ver Broncos are due. This, their 
second consecutive Superbowl 
win also marks the second year a 
head shaving has been seen due 
to their win. At the hands of Doyle 
Harris, Josh Bittle became hairless 
due to a wager on the game. Last 
year Ken Tennyson was the lucky 
recipient of the same fate.

Mr. NNC is coming up. Be 
sure not to miss this chance to see 
our strapping young men at their 
best. I hear Carey Cook will be 
there too. So go, have a good time. 
Dress to get wet.

My old roommate, Joey 
Boemer, will be presenting the jim- 
ior class play next week. Its a farce 
by Neil Simon, entitled Rumors. 
lliere's an article about just to the 
left of these very words. Its cheap 
entertainment, be sure to get your 
tickets ahead of time, though as 
these things inevitable sell out.

Some slightly different fea
tures and formats appear in this 
issue. I hope they make your read
ing experience all the more plea
surable and endurable.

Lastly, ASNNC elections are 
coming up. That means we are 
looking for section editors here at 
The Crusader. Talk to me if you're 
interested. Call or write.
Don't procrastinate too long.
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The Junior Class Play: witty comedy
by Amber Jerome 
Crusader Staff Writer

Don't know "who done it?" 
Then the next best solution is to 
hide it. At least that's the consen
sus in this year's hilarious jimior 
class play, entitled Rumors. This 
modern play penned by Neil 
Simon is a witty, whimsical com
edy about four couples who mus
ter all their creativity into cover
ing up a suicide. "It's slapstick 
humor," says director junior Joey 
Boemer. "It's kind of like an epi
sode of Frasier where everybody 
thinks something else is going on. 
It gets mixed up."

The premise of the play re
volves around the eight guests, 
four couples, who have arrived at 
the house of Charles and Myra 
Brock in uptown New York. 
When they discover the host shot 
and the hostess no where to be 
foxmd, things get crazy and con
fusing. "Everyone gets frazzled," 
said Boemer.

The cast of ten, who range 
from freshmen to senior actors.

represent a montage of characters 
who all try to deceive each other 
and the police as the plot unfolds. 
"It turns into a big scandal," said 
Jose Melendez, who plays the 
melodramatic Lenny Ganz. Becca 
Keller, who plays Lenny's wife, 
added, "It's a dramatic comedy 
showing how hilarious it can be 
when rumors are flying."

The play is fresh with come
dic interactions. Meet Cookie 
Cusack, the TV. cooking show 
hostess (Jeanine Riggs); the neu
rotic politician's wife obsessed 
with crystals (Erin Harri); her hus
band, the smooth-talking senate 
candidate (Kevin Durfee); "the 
liar, or I mean, lawyer," Chris 
Gorman (Jennifer Hill) and all the 
other socialites at the mystery of 
the year. When the silly and sar
castic meet, anything can happen.

"My character is the analyst 
who tries to figure everybody out 
and bring them together, but in
stead we're all just going crazy," 
said senior Brad Hays, who plays 
Ernie Cusack. Add a determined 
police investigator, played by

Deniece Miller, and the scene is set 
for wild cover-ups and riotous 
outbursts.

Harri praised Boemer's role 
in directing the cast. "I have high 
things to say about Joey," she said. 
"He's given us good ideas and 
hints." Freshman Justin Koeppen, 
who brought added experience 
from having performed in Rumors 
in high school, said about the 
team, "Everyone has been fun to 
work with. It has been a cool ex
perience."

The crew all have high re
gards for one another. Junior 
Nathan Hydes said that though 
his role is smaller as the "strong 
and silent" Officer Pudney, he's

Senate Notes
In Senate this week, there was 

further discussion on the bill for 
purchasing a printer for NNC 
Publications. The bill was passed.

The bill pertaining to the 
American Chemistry Society Con
ference was discussed. It was ar
gued whether it would be appro
priate to use student fees for the 
funding of this conference. The 
bill was accepted. Debate has 
been going on in the Senate as to 
how to handle club requests for 
funding conferences and trips. A 
policy is still being refined as to 
consistent rules for club funding 
with student money. It was also 
discussed that for the past two 
terms, $100 has been given to class 
parties and $50 to club parties.

greatly enjoyed being in the play. 
"I think my favorite parts of the 
play center on Hays' dialogue. I 
think he does a great job with his 
character."

This year's junior class play 
offers two hours of amusement 
and mystery sure to enthrall view
ers and provide a fun Valentine's 
Day weekend. Tickets will go on 
sale this week for the perfor
mances on Febmary 11,12 and 13. 
Thursday and Friday nights' per
formances are scheduled for 7pm, 
and the Saturday showing will be 
a 1pm matinee. Prices are four 
dollars for adults, three dollars for 
NNC faculty, and two dollars for 
students and senior citizens.

Superbowl Party

Ken Stark cheers for the Denver Broncos, the eventual winners of 
the 33rd Superbowl. Hundreds of students watched the Falcon’s 
defeat Sunday in Marriott at the party sponsored by RDs.

Crusader Choir’s

, Dinner
Saturday, February 5, 6:00pm-8:00pm

Join the Cmsader Choir at Franklin Hall, College Church 
this Saturday for a night of dinner and culture. Choir 

members will be performing selections from their favorite 
operas while attenders enjoy a delicious Italian meal.

Tickets can be purchased in the bookstore or by Cmsader 
Choir members. Cost is $10/person or $15/couple.

All proceeds benefit Cmsader's choir European tour.

Congratulations to

Christine Johns, 
MD-2-B!

First NNC graduate to enter medical school 
(University of Utah) first year out in five years!

GLOBAL
TRAVEL
Celebrating 50  Years 

o f World C m s  Service

Nompg___________________
2312 12th Avenue Rd.
Nampa, ID 83686

Phone: 208467-6564 
Toll-Free: 800 584-8820 
FAX: 208465-4550

Call Now for Sprink Break 
Reservations!

mailto:crusader@student.nnc.edu
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NNC Professors help write CIS curriculum
Team CIS 
provides 
biblical training 
to Eurasian 
students.
by Melissa Tennyson 
Crusader Campus Editor

Dr. Ralph Neil and Dr. 
Michael Lodahl, NNC professors, 
are writing curriculum for stu
dents in the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS). Neil is 
the Chair of the Division of Phi
losophy and Religion, and Lodahl 
is a professor of religion. They are 
a part of Team CIS.

Faculty from several 
Nazarene colleges and universi
ties are writing courses which will 
lead to an entire curriculum and 
delivery system to prepare indi
viduals for Christian ministry. 
The courses will be distributed 
throughout the Eurasia region. 
Team CIS has been on the hearts 
and minds of several individuals 
for many years. It began to take

were charged with developing a

vigorous extension education pro
gram for use on their field. Jon 
Mowry is a 1989 NNC graduate. 
They developed what is now 
known as the CIS program. In 
September 1996 they convened 
the Consultation on Theological 
Education in the CIS. The partici
pants determined that a modular- 
based program of study would 
best accommodate the specific 
needs of this region (multiple lan
guages and time-zones being the 
most significant obstacles). The 
first course was taught in August 
1997 by Dr. Ed Robinson, a 1973 
NNC Graduate.

A second consultation was 
organized in January, 1998. This 
meeting, the Consultation on 
Clergy Preparation, was spon
sored by European Nazarene 
Bible College. Eluring that meet
ing it was discussed how the CIS 
project could be expanded into a 
Eurasia-wide program of theo
logical education. Dr. Corlis 
McGee and Frank Moore of 
Mid America Nazarene University 
began to look at how this could 
come about. Through countless 
phone calls and e-mails, they be
gan to give life to what just a

iistant drieamu
The project has blossomed

the CIS 
there^s a
tremendous need 
for Christian 
educationl^
--Dr. Ralph N eil

into a denomination-wide coop
erative venture. Faculty from 
many Nazarene colleges, univer
sities and the seminary, were in
vited to author courses. This part 
of the project, which Neil and 
Lodahl are involved in, will em
ploy a range of delivery mecha
nisms including local and dis
tance learning, on-site training/ 
instructor development courses, 
video and a variety of Internet- 
based utilities. The project's long
term goal is to provide 
contextualized course materials 
for global and trans-denomina- 
tional distribution.

The objectives of Team CIS 
are to: (1) develop a curriculum 
of theological education in the
<ussiaa4 iii
tors and lay persons in the Church 
of the Nazarene and other Protes

tant denommations, (2) identify, 
translate or procure thenecessary 
resources in Russian which sup
port the curriculum selected, (3) 
identify the specialists who will 
develop and teach the first mod
ules of the curriculum, (4) facili
tate the training of the teachers 
who will continue to teach the cur
riculum, (5) produce videos in 
Russian and English of the 25- 
course curriculum and (6) identify 
and procure libraries in Russian 
and English for five CIS centers 
in Moscow, Kyiv, Volgograd, St. 
Petersburg and Akmola.

In April, Neil and wife Dr. 
Lynn Neil, chair of the NNC De
partment of English, will travel to 
the region. Ralph will teach "Na
ture and Mission of the Church" 
through an interpreter in St. Pe
tersburg and Moscow in Russia 
and Kyiv (formerly Kiev), 
Ukraine. He will instruct Rus
sians who will teach others. Lyrm, 
helping prepare teaching material 
with Ralph, will teach graduate 
writing to students who will at
tend summer school at the 
Nazarene Theological Seminary 
in Kansas City, Missouri. She will 
train them in American style re- 

•SBSK'hand writing so they will be 
prepared to attend the seminary.

Dr. Lodahl is preparing ma

terial for "Introduction to Theol
ogy." Lodahl shared, "I am at
tempting to do my Intro, to The
ology by taking each of the articles 
of faith in the Nazarene Manual 
and doing a kind of historical/ 
theological interpretation of 
them."

Dr. Neil shared, "In the CIS 
there's a tremendous need for 
Christian education." He ex
plained that most Orthodox 
church buildings in the CIS have 
been destroyed, and what little 
church activity that has been there 
has been underground. There has 
been little or no Christian instruc
tion. Neil explained that there are 
very highly educated people in 
the CIS who are virtually unin
formed about the Bible and the
ology. Since it is uncertain how 
long the CIS will be open to bibli
cal instruction, it is important that 
the opportunity be taken now.

NNC has other connections 
in the Eurasia region. Sophomore 
Stephanie Garrett of Burlington, 
Washington is spending the win
ter term as an assistant to Jon and 
Kathy Mowry in St. Petersburg. 
Also, the office secretary in Mos
cow is_Lind4^ussel,l,_a J991 _ 
g raduate ;' Information about 
Team CIS can be found on their 
website: www.rrmu.edu/de/

Psychology Students inducted into Honor Society

Back row: Psi Chi inductees Sueanne Mauler and Melissa Hardy. 
President Jim Imlah. Front row: Inductees Heidi Allgier, Megan Hughes, 
and Tracy Rummer.

Six students were inducted 
into the Northwest Nazarene Col
lege chapter of Psi Chi, the Na
tional Honor Society in Psychol
ogy. The inductees are Heidi 
Allgeier oj The Dalles, Oregon; 
Amber Cashell of Colorado 
Springs, Colorado; Megan 
Hughes of Seattle, Washington; 
Tracy Rummer of Ritzville, Wash
ington; Cheri Russell of Nampa, 
Idaho and Betsy Ann Smith of 
Lakeville, Minnesota.

In May of 1998, the NNC Psy
chology Club received chapter 
status in Psi Chi with 16 members 
inducted, including ten students 
and six faculty members. Faculty 
joining the NNC chapter were Dr. 
Dick Craig, education graduate 
studies; Dr. Scott Homan, busi
ness; Dr. JoAnn VMllis, psychology 
and Dr. Ron Ponsford, chair of the 
Department of Psychology. Dr. 
Ron Galloway, chair of the De
partment of Business and Dr. 
Glena Andrews, psychology, 
transferred membership to the 
NNC chapter.

NNC student officers are co
presidents Jim Imlah of Portland, 
Oregon and Melissa Hardy of 
Gooding, Idaho, president-elect

Hughes, secretary Sueanne 
Mauler of Marysville, Washington 
and publicity rep. Melissa 
Termyson of Portland, Oregon.

Andrews said the national or
ganization provides scholarship 
money for undergraduate re
search. She said that it also pro
vides recognition when research 
is presented and the opportunity 
to seek national office. Psi Chi 
members wear an honor cord at

graduation.
Psi Chi was founded in 1929 

to encourage, stimulate and main
tain excellence in scholarship, and 
advancing the science of psychol
ogy. Psi Chi, with more than 930 
chapters, is a member of the As
sociation of College Honor Soci
eties. It is also an affiliate of the 
American Psychological Associa
tion and the American Psycho
logical Society.

Who’s who
at NNC?

Congratulations to those elected to 
Who's Who: M indy M . Bales, Debra  

Bartlotv, M ax Chtangeev, Rebecca Gal
loway, Jeremy Glassco, John Greentree, 
Lisa Guy, Erin Patricia Harri, Jennifer 
Coles Hill, Colleen M̂ . Jensen, Christine 

Lynn Johns, Christa L. Klosterman, 
Lincoln Loeber, Nathan Mason, Melissa 

Christine McClellan, Lindsay 
Mittelstaedt, J e jf  Norris, Heather 
Olson, Stephanie Anne Ortman, 
Norma Thompson, Travis Toews, 

Marijeanne Uhalde, Kenny Wade, 
M ark Walker, an d  Dustin  

Zimmerman.

> S % ^ n r  ^ e  •

http://www.rrmu.edu/de/
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A new boycott on Intel’s new Pentium
by Ryan Dooley 
Crusader Asst. World News Editor

Intel's plan to ship its 
Pentium HI chips with a proces
sor serial number in the "off" po
sition hasn't made any satisfaction 
with privacy groups, who have 
decided to expand their call for a 
boycott to include any PC manu
facturer who ships a Pentium III 
system with the ID number, not 
just Intel.

Intel made an announcement 
last week that it would include a 
processor serial number (PSN) in 
every one of its new Pentium III 
chips for online merchants to use 
in identifying and authorizing 
users for secure Internet com
merce. After privacy rights advo
cates complained that the PSN 
would allow sites to monitor and 
profile users without their con
sent,. Intel announced that it 
would ship the chips with the 
PSN switched off, and alert them 
if the PSN's mode was to be 
changed.

That move temporarily ap
peased an Arizona state law
maker who previously planned to 
introduce a bill banning the

^Tor consumers, 
the potential of 
the Internet 
promises new 
ways to shop 
online”
'S e th  Walker

that online merchants will try to 
monitor and profile the great 
number of users with PSN's in 
their machines who surf the 
Interpresident of Junkbusters. 
"It's another way to get informa
tion to trade and sell."

An Intel spokesman said PC 
manufacturers will have to an
swer to end-users, ultimately.

"The nay-sayers are going to 
look for holes wherever they can 
find them," said Intel spokesman 
Seth Walker. Secondly, critics say 
the software utility that users 
need to activate or de-activate the 
OSN is vulnerable to hacking, 
something even Intel acknowl-------— a      Lk. I ,  t  V d  L

manufacture or sale of Pentium ni_edgei._Software

the privacy rights groups are still 
outraged.

"This serial number is de
signed to facilitate tracking," said 
Dave Banisar, policy director for 
the Electronic Privacy Informa
tion Center (EPIC). "Given Intel's 
marketplace share of 85 percent of 
the microprocessors," it is likely

supposed to show to notify the 
user that the PSN is about to be 
turned on, said Bruce Schneier, 
president of security firm Coun
terpane Systems and author of 
"Applied Cryptography."

"The basic problem is there is 
no secure way of querying the ID 
number, so you have no verifica
tion the number is accurate," 
Schneir said.

Although Walker acknowl
edged the security vulnerability, 
he said the users should go to web 
sites they trust.

In addition, users will have to 
reboot their computers before the 
PSN mode can be changed, reduc
ing the chance that the PSN could 
be turned on without their knowl
edge, he said. Web sites that want 
to use the PSN will also warn us
ers that they are entering an area 
where their processor serial num
ber could be identified, he added.

"There is the ability for a ma
licious piece of software to try and 
disable that alert, but users will 
have to go to sites that they trust 
and be careful about this feature," 
Walker said.

A third flaw with the PSN 
plan, according to the critics, is 
that the online_merch^|gj,^g^^

cation is Internet-enabled, can 
transmit it anywhere without the 
user knowing it, Junkbusters said 
in a statement on its Web site at 
www.bigbrotherinside.rnm.

In addition, hackers could 
write programs that transmit a 
fake ID number, or which hide the 
alert that the software utility is

her sefvlresitm/wto want to 
know as much about customers as 
they can, are likely to require us
ers to enable the PSN as a condi
tion for access, according to 
Catlett at Junkbusters. In fact, 
Intel said more than 30 companies 
are planning to take advantage of 
PSN's.

Intel spokesman Howard

High agreed that some web sites 
and chat rooms are likely to re
strict access to only those users 
who volunteer their PSN's. But 
most businesses aren't likely to 
turn their backs on users, he said.

High and Intel colleague 
Walker pointed out that the com.- 
panies will find the PSN helpful 
in keeping track of their comput
ers, and some users may find it 
helpful to be tracked for market
ing and transactional reasons.

"For consumers, the potential 
of the Internet promises new ways 
to shop online," Walker said.
"But the greater levels of security 
are required. The processor serial 
number adds a level of security 
that doesn't exist today."

However, Counterpane's 
Schneier points out that the same 
flaws that make the PSN less than 
secure for end-users worried 
about protecting their privacy, 
also undermine the security level 
of the feature for I-commerce.

One critic who was appeased 
by Intel's new plan to ship the 
r^N's in the off position was Steve 
May a Republican member of the 
Arizona House of Representa
tives..
--------irmnf
problem with the Pentium HI, we 
now know that this technology 
exists and it could be a problem 
from AMD [Advanced Micro De
vices] next year," May said. How
ever, Intel chip rival AMD has re
portedly said it will not put serial 
numbers in its chips.

"We're not going to keep any 
list of ID numbers," Walker said.

U.S. asks India to stop its test of nukes
by Rebecca Miller 
World News Staff Writer

The U.S. has begun high-level 
talks with India to deter India 
from building and gathering 
atomic bombs.

Last spring, both India and 
Pakistan set off nuclear bombs im- 
derground as tests.

The two countries are bitter 
rivals, and both show signs of se
rious aggression.

Since that time, the United 
States has talked with India re
peatedly in an attempt to avert a 
crisis.

The two officials who are con
ducting the talks are Deputy Sec
retary of State Strobe Talbott and 
Indian Foreign Minister Jaswant 
Singh.

Neither have said much 
about proceedings, but they did 
indicate that things looked hope-

“The level o f 
deterrence will be 
decided by us”
~  George 
Fernandez

fill.
Clinton also called the Prime Min
ister of India, Atal Behari Vajpayee 
this past Friday.

They discussed the first day 
of the talks for about 15 minutes. 
According to a spokesman at the 
prime minister's office, "Clinton 
told (him) that they should work 
together for successful conclusion 
of the Singh and Talbott dia
logue."

He continued, "Prime Minis

ter Vasjpayee said he was closely 
following the dialogue and was 
keen that it should continue."

The president promoted the 
case of Talbott, hoping that India 
will sign a treaty to ban nuclear 
tests.

In the past, such an accord 
has not looked likely. Talbott and 
Singh have been talking since the 
tests last spring.

The United States is con
cerned about the proliferation of 
nuclear weapons while India is 
concerned about their security.

The country is located be
tween Pakistan and China, both 
of which have experience and ca
pabilities with nuclear weapons.

India declares that they have 
a right to arm themselves. They 
want to create a minimum nuclear 
deterrent through acquiring more 
arsenal and creating medium- 
range AGNI missiles.

India also resents the interfer
ence of the U.S. "The level of de
terrence will be decided by us, 
and nobody else can tell us," said 
Defense Minister George 
Fernandes, in response to the U.S. 
demand for their specific plans 
and limits.

Vejpayee said that he hoped 
the test ban treaty will be in use 
by September.

He has not, however, guaran
teed that he will sign it. India de
veloped a no-first-use treaty, but 
Pakistan refused to sign it.

This may be because Pakistan 
has the disadvantage in normal 
weapons and military.

India was the first to test 
nuclear weapons in May, but Pa
kistan followed soon after.

There have been sanctions 
imposed by the U.S. on the 
economy and technology of both 
countries.

Washington 
governor Gary 
Locke gives 
money back to 
empioyers
by Ryan Dooley
Crusader Asst. World News Editor

Olympia, WA -  Governor Gary 
Locke personally delivered checte 
to employers in Spokane and the 
Tri-Cities that are some of the 
130,000 employers sharing in a 
$200 million refund in the 
Washington's workers' compen
sation system.

As a part of the day of state
wide visits, Locke and Department 
o f Labor and Industries Director 
Gary Moors are delivering checks 
to employers in Tacoma, Seattle, 
Spokane and the Tri-Cities. The 
return of the money is the result 
of an investment windfall in the 
state's workers' compensation 
system.

"The beauty of this $200 mil
lion refund is that employers get 
a big chunk of money and our 
workers' compensation system 
remains strong," Governor Locke 
said. "Employers can put this big 
chunk of money back into their 
business and create new jobs. 
Everyone benefits."

The refund is in addition to 
the $19 million rate cut that took 
effect on January 1 for workers' 
compensation premiums in 1999.

Each employer will receive 
32.3 percent of the premium paid 
to the Accident Fund for insur
ance
coverage between July 1, 1997 
through Jime 30,1998. The refund 
is the first in the history of the 
state's workers' compensation 
system, which is managed by the 
Department of Labor Industries.

One of the several funds that 
make up the workers' compensa
tion system is the Accident Fund, 
and this is where the employers 
have to pay the big bucks. Pre
miums to these benefits are only 
for the workers, such as wages for 
time lost from work and disabil
ity awards. The system also pays 
for the medical bills and pensions 
when workers are hurt on the job.

The only way the company's 
are allowed to receive the full re
fund is that they do not owe any 
money to the state or federal 
agency. Employers due less than 
a $10 refimd will get a credit to 
their accounts.

The workers' compensation 
in Washington state, referred to as 
the State Fxmd, covers almost 1.6 
million employees.

http://www.bigbrotherinside.rnm
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Christian persecution is prosecuted in India
by Jeremy Smith 
World News Staff Writer

N ew D elhi, India - On the an
niversary of the assassination of 
independence leader Mahatma 
Gandhi, Indian Prime Minister 
Atal Behari Vajpayee used one of 
Gandhi's favorite tactics, a protest 
fast, to call for religious tolerance.

In a televised address to the 
nation, the Indian leader focused 
on recent attacks on Indian Chris
tians, who make up less than three 
percent of the population. Those 
attacks have been blamed on fvm- 
damentalist Hindu groups linked

to Vajpayee's Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP).

"Such violence violates our 
tradition and culture of toler
ance," he said. "Let no one be un
der any illusion. The laws of our 
land are clear, and they will be 
enforced, without exception and 
to the fullest degree, to punish 
those who violate this sacred 
guarantee."

Since Christmas, Christian 
chapels have been burned in the 
western state of Gujarat. Even an 
Australian missionary, Graham 
Staines, and his two sons were 
burned to death m eastern Orissa

state this past weekend.
Vajpayee said his fast was 

also a protest against other sectar
ian violence, including recent at
tacks on low castes by higher 
Hindu castes in the eastern state 
of Bihar.

Vajpayee has been lashed by 
both his allies and opponents over 
his handling of the religious at
tacks. In a speech Saturday, Con
gress party president Sonia 
Gandhi (no relation to Mahatma 
Gandhi) charged that Indian val
ues have been threatened since 
parties "inimical to secularism" 
came to power — a direct refer-

^^olence violates 
our tradition 
and culture of 
tolerance 

Gandhi
ence to the Hindu-nationalist BJP.

"There has not only been neg
ligence ip enforcing the law, there 
has been collusion and sympathy 
with the dark forces," Gandhi 
said, according to a report by the

Press Trust of India. "It is no acci
dent that minorities in general 
have been targeted. This is so ever 
since the government showed it
self to be weak and hesitant in 
enforcing the law."

On Saturday, one of 
Vajpayee's Cabinet ministers, who 
has been critical of the 
government's handling of the vio
lence, Madan Lai Khurana, re
signed.

Lashing out at the right wing 
of Vajpayee's ruling coalition, he 
said the murders of Staines and 
his sons "shook" him, stating, "it 
was inhuman."

Fugitive bomber at large after a yearThreats of 
North Korea 
sending the 
smallpox virus 
to the U.S.
by Ryan Dooley
Crusader Asst. World News Editor

New York, NY — Smallpox, which 
once claimed millions of victims 
a year and was then declared 
eradicated in 1979, is back at the 
top of a Centers for Disease Con
trol and Prevention watch list, this 
time as the leading biological ter
rorism threat to the United States.

The CDCP in Atlanta has 
placed smallpox at the top of their 
list of potential biological agents 
of mass destruction.

Ironically, the danger small 
pox would pose to a targeted 
population stems in part from the 
success medical science has en
joyed in battling the virus. A glo
bal program of inoculations led 
the World Health Organization to 
declare the virus eradicated in 
1979. Since then, the major ques
tion facing medical science has 
been whether the final publicly 
acknowledged stores of the virus, 
held in labs in Russia and at the 
CDC's own labs in the United 
States, should be destroyed.

With smallpox no longer rec
ognized as a general threat to hu
man health, inoculations in the 
United States and most other 
countries have all but stopped.

At this time. North Korea is 
performing applied military re
search at a whole series of univer
sities, medical institutes and spe
cialized research institutes. Work 
is being performed at these re
search centers with pathogens for 
diseases, and especially smallpox.

by Jeremy Smith 
World News Staff Writer

M urphy, N.C. - Perhaps it's the 
massive forces of federal law en
forcement officers. Maybe it's the 
fact that he's something of a local 
boy. Then again, maybe it's the 
conservative politics hiding in the 
background. In any case, Eric 
Rudolph, the man believed to 
have set off bombs at abortion 
clinics in Alabama and Atlanta, as 
well as at a gay bar and the Olym
pics in Atlanta, has become a folk 
hero to many in this small rural 
area. This may explain why he has 
eluded their massive manhunt so 
successfully.

It's been almost a year since 
Billy Stiles received the phone call 
he will never forget. The sheriff 
asked him to bring a tractor up 
the mountain where he found a 
gray, 1989 Nissan pickup stuck in 
the mud and surrounded by fed
eral agents.

The pickup belonged-to Eric 
Robert Rudolph, warded in the 
bombing of a Birmingham, Ala
bama abortion clinic.

Despite a $1 million reward 
and one of the most intensive and 
expensive manhunts in U.S. his
tory, Rudolph is still at large.

FBI agent Woody Enderson 
says the federal and state law en
forcement agencies hunting for 
Rudolph believe he still is hiding 
in the 530,000-acre Nantahala Na
tional Forest, which is described 
as a rugged, remote area at North 
Carolina's western tip.

"We think he's alone and he's 
been alone," said Enderson, 
leader of the Southeast Bomb Task 
Force.

But he concedes the experi
enced outdoorsman holds an ad
vantage over his pursuers. "He's 
been up here 16 or 17 years and 
we don't know all the routes he

‘̂̂ Eric Rudolph is 
not a folk hero.
H e is a cold
blooded 
murderer.^^
'-M ike Coppa^e , _

has traveled and the places he's 
been," he said. "But now we can 
say we do know some of them."

Task force leaders refuse to 
say what the manhunt has cost, 
but estimates easily run into the 
millions of dollars. Several heli
copters used in the search are 
parked outside the agents' large 
command post in nearby 
Andrews.

On January 29, 1998, an ex
plosion killed a policeman and 
maimed a nurse at the New 
Woman All Women Health Care 
Center in Birmingham.

That night, Rudolph rented a 
video in Murphy, bought a large 
ration of food and supplies, and 
vanished.

Initially sought as a material 
witness in the bombing, Rudolph 
quickly became the prime sus
pect. Charges were filed after nails 
and other evidence were found in 
his home in Murphy.

He was later charged in three 
Atlanta-area bombings, including 
the 1996 Olympic Park bombing 
in Atlanta, in which one woman 
died.

Since February 9, 1998, the 
day Stiles towed away Rudolph's 
pickup, there has been just one 
reported sighting of Rudolph. 
That day was July 11, when 
health-food store owner George 
Nordmann told authorities 
Rudolph had come to his home in 
nearby Nantahala and taken six

months' worth of food and sup
plies, along with his pickup. The 
manhurit and the 200 plus agents 
who poured into the area initially 
awed some residents.

"We're constantly cracking 
jokes about how Rudolph has 
managed to outwit them," said 
Jerimi McManus, a waiter at 
ShoeBooties Cafe in Murphy. 
"Rudolph has really become a leg
end. It's funny how someone from 

Titfle old Murphytown is beating 
the FBI's best people."

When he towed away 
Rudolph's pickup truck, Stiles re
marked: "Nothing in this county 
has ever been this big." Now 
things are different. "Nobody says 
too much of anything about it 
these days," Stiles said.

On Friday, hoping to end 
some of the folk hero status that 
Rudolph has gained in the past 
year, investigators reported that 
Rudolph waited outside the Bir
mingham abortion clinic with a 
remote control and detonated a 
deadly bomb as two people drew 
near. Authorities have said 
Rudolph used timers in the three 
bombings in Atlanta, but Friday 
was the first time agents con
firmed a remote control was used 
in Birmingham.

"Eric Rudolph is not a folk 
hero. He is a cold-blooded mur
derer," said police Chief Mike 
Coppage.

Authorities released details of 
the bombing following a memo
rial service for Robert Sanderson, 
the police officer who was em
ployed at the clinic as a security 
guard.

Nurse Emily Lyons lost her 
left eye in the bombing and has 
undergone 13 operations from in
juries sustained in the bombing.

Sanderson arrived to open 
the clinic shortly before Lyons, 
where he then approached the 
nail bomb, which sources have

said was lying on the ground and 
was disguised as a potted plant.

Working from a safe distance 
away, the bomber triggered the 
device as Sanderson stood over it, 
hitting Lyons with shrapnel.

"Sanderson was not just a 
bystander at an explosion meant 
to damage a building," stated U.S. 
Attorney Doug Jones.

Jim Cavanaugh, division di
rector for the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Ibbacco and Firearms, said 
tigators used bomb fragments to ,< 
determine the explosion was trig
gered by remote. He wouldn't 
comment on whether the control 
device had been located,

Due to the manhunt, the 
little-known area in North Caro
lina has been put on the map.
"Now if someone asks where I'm 
from, I just say it's near where 
they're looking for Eric Rudolph," 
said Mandy Ellison, 21, who was 
in her first year at Gardner-Webb 
University in Boiling Springs 
when the Rudolph manhunt be
gan.

Ellison spoke at the Lake's 
End Grille, a popular lunch spot 
just a couple of miles from 
Rudolph's boyhood home in the 
community of Nantahala, about 
20 miles from Murphy. ■

On the restaurant's counter is 
a stack of blue T-shirts with the 
words: "Eric Rudolph: 1998 Hide- 
and-Seek Champion."

Residents have gotten used to 
seeing police convoys and eating 
at restaurants with heavily armed 
agents. "It looks like they have 
put down roots here," said resi
dent Scott Rogers. "They like to 
push their weight around a little 
bit."

"I'm kind of sick of it all, per
sonally," Ellison said. "At first it 
was real exciting with all the news 
people and the federal agents. But 
there's been nothing new for a 
long time."
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China looks to capitalism for strength
by Jeremy Smith_________
World News Staff Writer

Beijing, C hina  - The Chinese 
Communist Party proposed 
monumental constitutional 
amendments on Saturday that 
would give private enterprise a 
new key role in the economy.

The party 's 193-member 
Central Committee also elevated 
the rule of law, and the capital
ist theories of late supreme 
leader Deng Xiaoping would 
have the same status as those of 
Karl Marx, Vladimir Lenin and 
Mao Tse-tung.

The draft amendments were 
expected to be approved by a 
full session of the National 
People's Congress scheduled to 
begin on March 5.

Political analysts said the 
amendments illustrate the grow
ing belief that China needs to 
boost its private sector to spur 
growth. The private sector 
would be an "important compo
nent" of the socialist economy 
under state ownership, Xinhua 
quoted the amendments as say
ing.

The current constitution de
scribes private enterprise as

Photo by Jennifer Lin

A peasant family carries their child across the street in Buyun, China. Chinese 
officials continue to experiment with capitalist principals in all areas of policy.
Last year, a secret election was held in the Sichuan town of Buyun.

economy under state ownership. 
The amendments still refer to the 
public sector as the mainstay of 
the economy.

Economists have argued 
that despite 20 years of reform, 
China's economy is too reliant 
on the state sector, which was 
built up under the reign Mao 
Tse-tung, who died in 1976.

Deng's reforms in 1979 led 
China to the revolutionary deci
sion to dump Soviet-style central 
planning. Deng's capitalist-style

iifti

of the world's largest communist 
nation.

Deng, who died in 1997, 
coined the phrase "socialism 
with Chinese characteristics" to 
justify his un-Marxist concepts 
such as stock markets and pri
vate enterprise.

Private enterprise produces 
75 percent of the gross national 
product.

China has about 960,700 pri
vate businesses, which employ 
13.5 million people and paid 54

taxes in 1997. The non-state sec
tor accounts for about 75 percent 
of gross domestic product.

However, the state sector 
sucks up two-thirds of all bank 
lending.

In April China's chamber of 
commerce the All-China Federa
tion of Industry and Commerce, 
submitted a motion to parlia
ment pushing for legal protec
tion of private property in com
munist China.

China's private sector has 
flourished under Deng's re
forms, but communist authori
ties have not granted it full le
gal protection and still ban pri
vate ownership of land.

China under Mao was ruled 
by a handful of leaders of the 
Communist Party; even the con
stitution was subordinate to the 
policies of the party. Beijing has 
been pushing the rule of law. But 
that does not mean it will allow 
any organized opposition.

Authorities have detained at 
least five democracy campaign
ers in recent days in intensified 
efforts to crush dissent, a rights 
group reported Saturday.

The detained are mainly 
members of the opposition

man 
sentenced for 
life in prison
by Rebecca Miller
Crusader World News Writer

This past Friday, a white man 
was given a life sentence in prison 
for the part he played in the kill
ing of a black man. The black man 
was Garnett P. Johnson, a 40-year- 
old handyman who used to be a 
U.S. Marine. He was covered 
with gasoline and burned alive 
and then beheaded.
The white man is Emmett 
Cressell, a 38-year-old millworker.

The murder happened in July 
1997 at Louis Ceparano's mobile 
home in the country, in Elk Creek 
of south \drginia.

There was a party late at 
night, and everyone became 
drunk. Johnson was dragged out
side and murdered. The motive 
is unknown, but witnesses said 
that Cressell and Ceparano said 
derogatory racial slurs in refer
ence to the victim.

Jeff Johnson, cousin to the vic
tim, was concerned at the lack of 
information. "There's still so 

, much we don't know," he said. 
"How can you have closure when 
you don't Imow what happened?"

Cressell protested that he was 
not guilty. "I am factually irmo- 
cent," he declared. He says that 
it was the fault of his friend, 
Ceparano, a 43-year-old carnival 
worker.

Ceparano previously pleaded 
guilty and testified against 
Cressell; he did so because of the 
threat of a death sentence. 
Cressell's defense said that he left 
the murder, called the police and 
told them of the crime.

Also, his fingerprints were 
not found on the corpse, on the 
gas can on a watch that had been 
taken from the victim; the only 
fingerprints found were 
Ceparano's.

Cressell's wife said that he 
would not have the stomach to 
participate in that murder with its 
gruesome qualities. "He can't 
dehorn cattle with his father be
cause of his stomach," she de
clared. "On top of that, he can't 
even clean out the refrigerator, his 
stomach is so weak." Cressell's 
lawyer will probably appeal the 
sentence he was given.

The U.S. Justice Department 
is currently looking over the case 
to see if the murder was a hate 
crime. It should make a decision 
soon. Jeff Johnson said, "This is 
the end of a chapter, and maybe 
Grayson County can go back to 
being normal."
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Nampa thrift stores offer interesting shopping
by Shannon Adams 
Crusader News Staff Writer

NNC students use thrift stores for a variety of purposes. For 
some, it is a place to find dishes and kitchenware, furniture or 
books. For others, thrift stores are where they find their outfits 
for Rollerscamming and other costumed events. Whatever the 
reason, there are an abundance of resources even here in Nampa. 
For those who have cars, simply looking in the yellow pages im- 
der thrift stores wUl provide a lengthy list of other stores within 
the Treasure Valley.

Deseret is the most popular thrift store with NNC students 
and for several reasons. First, Deseret is the only thrift store in 
Nampa to provide discounts to NNC students when they bring 
their ID card with them. Deseret is also so close to campus that 
anyone living on-campus can easily walk there. Also, their well 
organized store layout makes looking and finding easy. Should 
students wish to donate to any of these worthy stores, they are 
encouraged to simply bag, or box up their items and take them 
over to the store. If there is ever a question about what kind of 
donations are acceptable, feel free to call a store and ask.

Impoverished students venture 
out into the winter coid in 
search of an inexpensive deai

It was a brisk winter morn- ing desert. ' ‘****'"® *̂*'**̂ **''̂  
ing when I started off on my ex- Because I am too poor to
cursion. My goal: to explore al- own a car, and too cheap as well, 
ternative shopping experiences I walked almost five minutes to 
in Nampa-thrift stores. What reach my first destination. Be- 
was it in the call of the thrift fore I entered, I made a mental 
store? Could it be the deterrent note of all the bicycles and 
from over-spending? The pointed them out to my friends, 
groovy clothes, or the nifty small They each tried one; it took sev- 
appliances? Perhaps it was just eral different trials to find the 
the thrill of the hunt. Whatever right one for some of them, 
it was, I, along with eight of my Which would hold up the best 
closest friends, braved the harsh under their weight? Which had 
w inter w eather and trekked the color that would be most 
across the forbidding Nampa flattering to the complexion? 
landscape toward the welcom- These questions were seriously

“The M enonite church bc£fan to collect 
from  artisans in developing countries 
all over the world^^

pondered as the small troupe en
tered Deseret Industries.

An oasis of warmth from the 
frigid air awaited them inside. 
The welcoming smiles of the 
sales people ushered them to
ward the clothes, appliances or 
furniture. Several of my friends 
went directly to prepare for the 
next rollerscamm ing event, 
while others went to look for a 
new-to-you pair of jeans or a 
warm sweater. Another girl 
found the toy of her dreams: a 
super-soaker with backpack wa
ter carrier. The blue section 
couch was a draw for another, 
she could not keep herself away 
from its opening arms.

"There were so many other 
things Deseret offered though," 
I thought as 1 looked around. As 
I stopped to talk with Harold 
Hill, the store manager, I found 
out that Deseret does not just of
fer an NNC student discount 
(10% with ID everyday, and 20% 
on Tuesdays), I learned that dur
ing the soccer seasons of the past 
five or six years (the last season 
and a half for the women), the 
player of the week from the 
women's and men's team each 
receive a gift certificate for 
Deseret. I was also reminded by 
Mr. Hill how Deseret has had a 
table at freshman orientation, 
and they have had NNC stu
dents work there part-time. 
Carlos Antras, former ASNNC 
president, once worked at 
Deseret part-time.

As my friends and I left, I 
thanked Mr. Hill for his infor
mation, took another look at the 
clean, open and well-organized 
store, and headed out for my 
next destination: downtown 
Nampa. The walk was a bit 
longer this time, almost thirty 
minutes from campus. Though 
blown about by the cold winter 
wind and slipping about on the 
sidewalk because of the ridicu
lous shoes I had chosen to wear, 
I bravely forged ahead, looking 
for the famed Ten Thousand Vil
lages. It surprised me that I had 
not noticed them before. Surely 
Ten Thousand Villages in the 
middle of downtown Nampa 
would have caught my atten
tion, but today was the first time 
I had noticed them.

Wedged between the two 
bookstores—Yesteryears and 
Twice Sold Tales on First Street 
South—Ten Thousand Villages 
was espied. I entered the store 
eagerly. To my surprise I was 
surrounded by foreign crafts

manship. Many knick knacks of 
all sorts were there, and all look
ing as if they came from other 
countries. I inquired of the store 
manage, Rochelle, "where did all 
of these things come from?" The 
manager kindly responded that 
they were indeed from other 
countries, 38 developing coun
tries to be exact. She went on. 
The Mennonite missions com
mittee runs Ten Thousand Vil
lages.

It all started in 1946 when a 
Mennonite pastor and his wife (it 
was an unusual circumstance, 
for women were never allowed 
to travel with their husbands, but 
something changed for this trip)

went to Latin America. The wife 
was overwhelmed by at the 
poverty of the women around 
her. She spent all of the money 
she had brought in buying the 
crafts of these local women. 
When she went home she began 
to sell the goods to her friends 
and neighbors. Eventually the 
church realized that she was 
able, by selling these goods, to 
help these families support 
themselves. The Mennonite 
church began to collect from ar
tisans in developing countries 
all over the world, most of them 
women, some of them lepers, all 
of them unable to support them
selves alone by their craft.



2.1999

ng

lect

Tie wife 
at the 

around 
money 
ing the 
iTomen. 
e began 
friends 
ally the 
he was 
)ods, to 
upport 
inonite 
rom ar- 
luntries 
of them 
pers, all 
:t them- 
ft.

February 2,1999 Cover Story__________   The crusader_____________9

"But w hat of the thrift 
store?" I asked the kind lady. I 
was surprised by the response. 
It takes care of the overhead for 
the store. Church members, be
tween 10am and 5pm, deliver 
the majority of the items to the 
thrift store, Monday through 
Saturday. Because there is not 
much room for the thrift store, 
and in order to keep it as clean 
and as organized as it is, only 
clothes and some small appli
ances are carried. As I left the 
store of Ten Thousand Villages I 
was amazed at all I had learned, 
almost unintentionally, from the 
kind manager of the store.

Thoughts were flying 
through my head as I began her 
journey toward salvation. "Why 
hadn't I ever thought to ask how 
these thrift stores started before? 
What would happen if NNC had 
a student thrift store where stu
dents could donate clothes to 
fellow students?" My thoughts 
were quickly interrupted by my 
arrival upon the threshold of sal
vation: the Salvation Army thrift 
store.

Gingerly I opened the door 
and stepped in. Though it must 
be admitted that the atmosphere 
was not as appealing as other 
stops on my journey had been, I 
was nonetheless pleased with 
what I found. I smiled as I saw 
a rounder of uniforms hanging 
along the outskirts of the other 
clothing. I noted that draperies, 
linens and dresses (including 
maternity) were hung along the 
wall. The space that contained 
the store was not large, but was 
sufficient, aided by its orderli
ness.

I tripped my fingers along 
the row of dresses. Some made 
me smile and reminded me of 
clothes seen in Li/e when they 
documented Woodstock. Others 
reminded me of my mother as a 
professional woman in the 80's. 
Some made me check my pock
ets to see if I had any cash to pur
chase something with. I did not. 
Part of me wished that the Sal
vation Army and Ten Thousand 
Villages gave discounts to NNC 
students like Deseret did. But I 
did not bemoan my fate, for the

The dresses, ^^reminded me o f clothes 
F d seen in Life when they documented
WoodstockF

prices were not worth worrying 
over; a few extra pennies did not 
make a difference to me (though 
I recognized that for some 
people they would make a dif
ference). I shuffled over to the 
other wall of the small store and 
glanced at the small appliances 
and old records. There were 
clothes, knickknacks and shoes, 
but for some reason I suddenly 
wanted a uniform. Perhaps it 
was best if I left before I bought 
something unecessary

So back into the cold I went. 
I realized the next leg of my jour
ney was unreasonable to walk 
from campus, so it was a good 
thing I was as far downtown in 
Nampa as I was. I was headed 
out west now, toward a ranch. 
It seemed to be an eternal jour
ney. Why h adn 't I bought 
thicker gloves at Salvation 
Army? The wind was chafing 
my face as I bravely walked on 
toward my final destination. 
When I saw the golden arches on 
Nampa-Caldwell Blvd, I 
breathed a sigh of relief, "Al
most there." In fact all I needed 
to do was cross the street and en
ter into the Idaho Youth Ranch 
Thrift store.

After removing my thin 
gloves and warming up my 
freezing hands, I looked around. 
This was the biggest thrift store 
I had been in yet. It was clearly 
organized, I noted, but in a slight 
disarray compared to the com
pact organization of the other 
three stores. I explored the first 
room; dishes, post cards, books, 
records and then the opening to 
another room with furniture, 
toys and small appliances. I 
turned around from the appli
ance room and headed toward 
another room that opened up off 
of the first. Here were clothes 
hung on racks according to 
whether they were for men or 
women. Wedding dresses were 
hung along the wall, some look
ing like they were only four 
years old at most.

I walked up and down the 
aisles made by the clothing racks 
and was delighted by many of 
the clothes I saw. Frustrated, 
again, that I had not thought to 
take any money with me, I made 
a note to myself to see if I could 
get a ride back sometime soon. 
Looking at my watch I quickly 
realized that it was almost 
5;30pm; time for the store to 
close. After taking a final look 
around and warming up as best 
I could, I slid my gloves onto my 
hands, buttoned my coat and 
prepared to walk back to NNC. 
I wondered what my chances 
would be of finding an NNC stu
dent at Fred Meyer willing to 
give me a ride home?

Thrift Stores in Nampa
Deseret Industries: 465-0722

Location: 124 Holly Street (in the Holly Shopping 
Center)
For donations: best to simply take items to store. 
Hours: Mon and Sat 9am-6pm, Tue-Fri 9am-9pm 
NNC Student discount: 10% with ID card, 20% on 
Tuesdays.

Salvation Army: 466-8888
Location: 13241 Street South (downtown Nampa) 
For donations: drop off or, if necessary, call for 
items to be picked up.
Hours: Mon-Sat. 9:30am-6pm 
NNC Student discount: none

Idaho Youth Ranch: 466-2776
Location: Nampa CaldweU Boulevard (across the 
street from McDonald's)
For donations: drop off or, if necessary, call for 
items to be picked up.
Hours: Mon-Sat. 9am-5:30pm, Sun. 12pm-5pm 
NNC Student discount: none

Ten Thousand Villages: 467-5980
Location: 1211 1 Street South (downtown Nampa) 
For donations: drop off at store, items that are 
picked up are usually for elderly people within the 
Mennonite church who have no other way of 
delivering their items.
Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-5pm 
NNC Student discount: none

i
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The search continues for the God-shaped hole
happy. If I have a God-shaped 
hole in my psyche, then, it would 
be nothing like any of the other

I f  you wunt to 
talk about my 
hearty that^sfine.
I  know what t t  
is...But before we 
start talking 
about my God
shaped hole, lefs 
make sure we are 
talking about the 
same thin^.

holes.
The anthropologically-in

clined evangelist, of course.

might be tempted to appeal to the 
fact that all human cultures of all 
human history, at least as far as 
we know, have strayed onto the 
path of religion at some point 
with little deviation since. But an 
appeal to the masses, even one as 
big as the better part of the hu
man population throughout the 
better part of human history, fails 
to prove''anything more than that 
a lot of people have held some 
sort of divine belief along the 
way. But the final step to the truth 
of their beliefs is not provided in 
the argument; a lot of people can 
believe the wrong thing in com
mon just as well as the right one.

The most natural way to 
prove humanity's God-shaped 
hole would be to show 
humanity's need for God. Then 
it would almost follow that hu
manity has a God-lung or a God- 
stomach. But if evangelists have 
to prove the hole by proving 
humanity's need for God, they 
cannot also use the God-shaped 
hole argument to prove

by William Brown 
Crusader News Opinions Writer

I don 't w ant to hear the 
phrase "God-shaped hole" ever 
again. It's not a thing I've ever 
given any particular weight to, 
but the more I hear it, the more it 
rubs me the wrong way. Yeah, it's 
useful to the evangelizing Chris
tian. But then, so were swords to 
the Crusaders. Not that the anal
ogy disproves the existence of the 
God-shaped hole, but I question 
the validity of God-shaped hole 
arguments anjrway.

We have experienced the 
God-shaped hole as something 
like an imdiscovered organ which 
requires God-sustenance, compa
rable to our need for oxygen or 
food, as an analogy for some in
complete part of our psyche, a 
"hole in the heart" without which 
we are not wholly complete. I 
doubt it. For as many who sug
gest the existence of the hole, 
there are as many different expla-

YOtJr
Turn

 ̂ Random answers from
random people on 

random issues

What was the 
best commercial 
you saw during 
the Superbowl?

nations of what it is. We are not, 
then, working from common per
ceptions. We are not talking 
about the same things. If you 
want to talk about my heart to 
me, that's fine. I know what it is. 
Heck, I've seen it before on the 
monitor of an EKG. But before 
we start talking about my God
shaped hole, let's make sure 
we're talking about the same 
thing.

What holes does the human 
psyche possess? Want for friends, 
for contentment or happiness, for 
family, for independence? I am 
not w ithout these voids, of 
course, no more than you. But 
I'm not going to lie to myself. 
Those places in my psyche which 
I find to be incomplete I fill with 
their appropriate needs. Family? 
Got it. Friends? Them, too. Hap
piness? This is always a good 
one. If I find happiness, or con
tentment, or anything similar, I 
am certainly not going to then tell 
myself that I am not truly happy 
without God. If I'm happy. I'm

Tiffany Collins Sophomore 
Biology Sedro-Woolley, WA
"The Oldsmobile one. It had cool 
pictures and cool music.

Aaron Bly Freshman
History Ed. Winchester, ID
"I liked the frog-lickin' one. It's al
ways nice to smack around liz
ards.

Sarawit Hailu Senior
International Bus. Ethiopa
"The Macintosh commerical. It was 
original. I never saw a commercial 
like that before. Besides, I think 
Macintosh is better than 
Microsoft."

humanity's need for God (well, 
they could, but they'd be arguing 
circularly, in which case I want to 
converse with them even less).

Without delving too deeply 
into the issue of whether or not it 
is possible to prove God, I just 
want to say one thing; I also don't 
want to hear anything about 
nature's undeniable proclama
tions of God. i f i S r i s T o  lou ir 
it is also terribly incoherent. Per
haps nature does yell loudly, but 
if this is so, the most it is capable 
of saying with any degree of clar
ity is, "Hi! Tm a rock, and that's 
a tree over there."

So I don't want to hear it. 
With or w ithout God, I. am 
equally unstable. Maybe I need 
God, but in no traditional sense. 
All of the holes one might de
scribe as "approximately God
shaped" are equally able to be 
filled by family, friends, and posi
tive self-esteem, so I'll fill them 
that way. But I'll keep looking. 
Maybe when I find God's hole. I'll 
tell ya'.

Melanie Hays Sophomore 
Elem. Ed. Colorado Springs
The Oldsmobile conunercial. 'Get 
out of neutral and get into drive.' 
We like to drive...The commercials 
weren't that good this year.
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The Thin Red Line, simply not worth the time
I went into this movie with 

misgivings. I have seen many 
war movies, and due to the most 
recent film Saving Private Ryan 
and all of its success, I figured 
that this would be just a cheap 
spin-off. In some respects it 
was, but in others, it is was 
quite original.

This movie was around 
three hours long and did not re
ally have the action to keep you 
glued to it. T h e
movie had a lot of star power in 
it with actors like; Nick Nolte, 
Woody H arrelson, George 
Clooney and John Travolta 
among others. Despite these big 
names, the movie just didn't live 
up to the expectations I had with 
this many major actors in it.

The beginning was very 
slow. I was sitting there won
dering if anything exciting was 
ever going to happen. It seemed 
more like a National Geographic 
docum entary than anything 
else. The unusual thing about 
this was that it was not anything

like a documentary on war, but 
more closely related to 
Polynesian Indians and animals

The Thin Red 
Line

Starring 
Sean Penn 
Nick Nolte 

Reviewed by 
Ken Stark

in the beginning. Even though 
it took awhile, the movie did 
eventually get around to World 
War II and the taking of a major 
island near the Guadaluca canal

in the South Pacific.
As I said before, this movie 

went on and on. They intro
duced way too many new char
acters, and before you could try 
to connect with their plight, they 
were killed. They seemed to go 
from battle to major battle, leav
ing you wondering if they were 
going to cover the whole war, or 
just this part of it.

As far as war movies go, 
this movie's battle scenes were 
actually less gruesome than Sav
ing Private Ryan's which came 
close to too much gore depend
ing who you were watching it 
with. But this movie did have its 
blown off limbs and splattering 
blood to satisfy you if you are 
into that sort of thing. But these 
moments were somewhat few 
and far between.

Despite the downfalls of 
this movie, there were a few 
good things about it.

The movie really delved 
into the psychological factor 
war has on both sides of the line.

There was narration into the 
minds of the men fighting which 
helped us the viewer, to try to

The movie went 
on and on. They 
introduced way 
too many 
characters, and  
before you could 
try to connect to 
their plight, they 
were killed off.

feel what they felt and dealt 
with what they were dealing 
with. It shows the side of men 
in war we can't really know per
sonally until you are in that situ
ation. This is where the movie 
is somewhat touching, due to

the fact that most of the men 
thought about their wives and 
women back home, which in 
most cases helped them gain 
strength to press on despite ter
rible odds. It helps you feel the 
sheer longing these men have 
for their wives or significant 
others, which arises from long 
periods of time without even 
seeing a woman, something I 
can personally vouch for from 
my own experience in the mili
tary.

In general, this movie was 
not worth the time it takes to 
watch it. If you want to see a 
good war movie, go see Saving 
Private Ryan which I believe was 
way better. I would suggest The 
Thin Red Line to everyone who 
has been in the military or has 
had some close contact with it. 
It would be more appreciated by 
those that are better able to un
derstand what is going on. But 
to those who are just seeking 
entertainment on a Friday night, 
look elsewhere.

The claim that Christianity is Dead-part one
by Andrew Yoder
Crusader News Opinions Writer

I have always wanted to make 
a shocking, dogmatic claim. Un
fortunately "Christianity is dead" 
is not my claim. This statement 
was already enunciated most 
clearly by a 19th century theolo
gian by the name of Soren 
Kierkegaard. In his book. Attack 
Upon "Christendom", he makes 
the following observation:

"Christ's own word [is]: 
'When the Son of Man cometh, 
shall he find faith on earth?'.. .He 
[Christ] does not ask whether the 
Son of Man will find any Chris
tians. What if He had conceived it 
thus: there will be found millions 
of Christians, Christian states and 
countries, a Christian world.. .but 
faith (what He understands by 
faith) will that be found on earth? 
The apostasy from Christianity 
will not come by everybody re
nouncing Christianity; no, but 
slyly, cunningly. . .by everybody 
assuming the name of being a 
Christian."

Kierkegaard goes on to say 
that there is no longer such a thing 
as the Christianity of the New Tes
tament, but only an officially sanc
tioned Christianity with a hollow 
name and association, but no 
genuine Christian commitment.

One might instantly respond 
to this claim by asserting that the

19th century setting of 
Kierkegaard does not apply to the 
20th, soon to be 21st century. I 
might be inclined to agree. Chris
tianity is not dead in this world. 
However, this world is also not the

Christianity is 
not dead in this 
world. However, 
this world is also 
not the wholly 
Christian, 
moral,
enlightened and 
righteous world 
that the 19th
century 
European 
culture thoght it  
would be.

wholly Christian, moral, enlight
ened and righteous world that the 
19th century European culture 
thought it would be. My question 
then, is this: Christianity may not

be dead, but is Christianity in the 
process of dying? As with all living 
things, the living community of 
faith can only be in the process of 
growing or in the process of dying, 
there is no other option. Yet, be
fore we can answer this question I 
must clarify what I mean by the 
term "Christianity." One might 
think such a clarification is unnec
essary, but I am convinced that 
what many people confidently call 
Christianity today is nowhere near 
the true Christianity of the New 
Testament. Over the course of two 
weeks, I would like to point out 
four things I believe are commonly 
confused with New Testament 
Christianity that are most decid
edly not Christian, and affirm in 
its place that which I believe to be 
authentic New Testament Chris
tianity.

1. Christianity misconceived as 
moralism. Christianity should 
never be defined in terms of a list 
of things we do and do not do, and 
those who describe Christianity in 
such terms do a great disservice to 
the cause of Christ. Christianity is 
defined in terms of a personal, pas
sionate, relationship with God and 
all of creation, so that we will act 
in certain ways because of a heart 
filled to overflowing with true 
love, not because moralism defines 
our Christian experience. Moral
ism is Christianity. In fact, it is 
anti-Christian. In his book. Hard
ness of Heart, E. La B. Cherbonnier

writes:
"It [moralism] not only falls 

dismally short of the biblical un
derstanding of righteousness, but 
actively inhibits and destroys 
agape. . .By ensnaring the indi-

Moralism is not 
Christianity. In  

fact, i t  is anti- 
Christian.

vidual in a morbid preoccupation 
with his [or her] own moral bal
ance sheet, the very pursuit of 
goodness betrays him.. .Instead of 
regarding his neighbor with love, 
he too often sees every man as a 
potential competitor for righteous
ness toward whom he must at all 
costs establish himself 'holier than 
thou."'

It seems sad to me that the 
"Christian" community of faith of
ten becomes a place where eyes are 
critically and enviously fixed on 
each other rather than on Jesus 
Christ. Moralism does not define 
Christianity - relationship does.

2. Christianity misconceived as 
sanctified exclusivism. The moment 
we as the church started seeing 
non-Christians as "outsiders" we 
began to lose sight of the Christ
ian emphasis. The Church (par
ticularly the Wesleyan church) is

especially fond of the phrase "Set 
apart" when speaking of authen
tic Christianity. However, if we 
take Christ's example seriously, 
this being "set apart" never meant 
a rejection, exclusion or shunning 
of the sinner. We all know that 
Christ ate, drank and 
fellowshipped with the lost. But 
Christ's example is more challeng
ing than that, for he not only ate 
with them, but He also loved them. 
His ministry was not one of con
demnation! In fact, rarely if ever 
does Christ approach a "sinner" 
and begin to condemn that person. 
In fact, the large majority of 
Christ's greatest indignation and 
pointed attacks were reserved for 
the religious leaders of the day! 
True New Testament Christianity 
loves the sinner, and is not afraid 
to show kindness to the lost, pos-. 
sibly to the point of actually enjoy
ing the company of the needy! 
True Christianity is slow to con
demn and i^w/htto accept. Our per
sonal example of Christianity will 
effectively bring these lost ones to 
God, just as Christ's own words of 
love and kindness and the example 
of his lifestyle most certainly did!

These are two of the four ways 
New Testament Christianity is of
ten mis-labeled. In part two we  ̂
will look at two final examples, 
and then seek to understand what 
true New Testament Christianity 
truly looks like, and if it still exists.
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Two home wins make ‘Saders 6-0 in conference
Kirk downs 28 
points on 
Saturday; leads 
win over 
Western 
Baptist
by Hattie James 
Crusader News Staff Writer

This past weekend in January 
was a stellar one for the Lady Cru
saders. They finished out the 
month with back-to-back wins 
over Western Baptist College and 
Concordia University respec
tively. The two wins put the la
dies at 20-3 for the season, 6-0 in 
the Cascade Collegiate Confer
ence.

Friday night, jimior forward 
Staci Kirk and senior center Staci 
Wilson along with junior transfer 
Heather Doncaster led the way 
with 12,14 and 14 points respec
tively. Kirk went 3-7 from beyond 
the key and Wilson hit 7-11 field 
goals inside the key. Doncaster 
made her points from inside and 
on the line. Doncaster hit 4-5 from 
the free throw line. NNC led by a

margin of five at half time, 27-22. 
They closed the deal easily.

Wilson led rebounds with six, 
followed by another junior trans
fer, Alison Kirk, with five. Every 
lady Crusader, including fresh
man forward Alison Graham, 
pulled down at least one rebound, 
bringing the 'Saders' total to 42, 
31 of those boards being defen
sive.

It was the rebounding control 
that put the Lady Crusaders on 
top 65-46 over Western Baptist. 
Coach Roger Schmidt was happy 
with the performance that helped 
the ladies beat Western Baptist by 
a large margin. They had only 
beaten them by one point when 
at Western Baptist.

"I thought our execution was 
good," Coach Schmidt said.

Saturday night, the Lady 
'Saders faced off against the 
Concordia Cavaliers. After what 
Schmidt said was a tentative start, 
the ladies maintained and 
strengthened their lead to beat the 
Cavaliers 66-55. S. Kirk hit 8-14 
from inside and a whopping 6-12 
outside to lead the Crusaders with 
28 points, 22 of those points com
ing in the second half. Staci V^ -̂- 
son was next in with 14 points.

Wilson's rebounds matched 
her points Saturday night: she 
grabbed seven offensive and

IM basketball goes on and on

Intramural games continue in full force. There has been a schedule change so be 
sure to check the board for game times. Playoffs are just around the comer and 
will begin on February 15.

seven defensive rebounds and 
fought hard for every one. A. Kirk 
followed with five rebounds. De
fense, along with S. Kirk's six 
three-pointers, was a key factor in 
the ladies' victory.

Seventeen steals were made 
by the 'Saders, compared to six by 
the Cavaliers. Junior guard Jes
sica Knowlton led steals with four. 
Wilson had two blocks, with fresh
man guard Anna Allen contribut
ing a third.

The Lady 'Saders were bol
stered with constant clapping and 
cheering from the bench, includ
ing from Coach Roger Schmidt, 
who cautioned his team with, 
"time is our friend," near the end 
of the game. The Cavaliers took 
their only lead of the night, 31-30, 
with 17:44 left in the game, after 
the 'Saders led 30-27 at the half.

Schmidt's advice worked and 
the Lady Crusaders easily took 
the lead again thanks to two free- 
throws tossed up by S. Kirk, 
whom Coach Schmidt said 
stepped up for the ladies. "When 
she gets into a rhythm, she's a 
great shooter," Coach Schmidt ob
served.

Lady 'Saders play 
home again next week. Game 
time is 7:00 pm on both Friday 
and Saturday nights.

NNC move to 4th in league
Crusaders
defeat
Northwest and 
Concordia
by Craig and Randy Craker 
Crusader Staff Writer and Relative

NNC started their road trip 
at Kirkland, WA to play North
west College. Both teams started 
slowly with the game tied 6-6 af
ter six minutes. Elijah Effinger 
buried two threes and a lay-up to 
open a 14-9 lead. Josh Cooprider 
then found the range and popped 
in 12 straight for the Crusaders as 
they extended their lead to 28-16. 
This was a 12-0 run that allowed 
the 'Saders to increase the bulge 
to 19 with six minutes left in the 
half (35-16). The teams matched 
baskets the rest of the way with 
the half ending 47-29.

Detmetiros McBride popped 
loose for a backdoor lay-up to 
open the second half and the Cru

saders had their first 20-point lead 
of the night. McBride followed 
with a three and Jeremy Stockett's 
jumper pushed the margin to 25. 
But the Eagles started back. A21- 
10 run narrowed the lead to 14 
with 11 minutes left in the game. 
The Crusaders, using balanced 
scoring, pushed it back up to 20 
with nine minutes remaining.

Mediocre free-throw shoot
ing by NNC down the stretch al
lowed the Eagles to stay in the 
game as they managed to move 
within nine as they outscored 
NNC 26-14 in the final four min
utes. Jon Bussell hit two free 
throws as time ran out putting the 
final margin in double figures 95- 
84. Effinger ended up with 23 and 
Cooprider had 22.

The second game of the road 
trip took the 'Saders to Concordia 
to play the sixth place team in the 
confereiice. Things did not go 
nearly as well this night as they 
did the first night. NNC came out 
on fire and pla3dng good attack
ing, transition ball. They took a 
19-4 lead behind Stockett and 
McBride's strong play, but then

both got into foul trouble and had 
to sit for the majority of the first 
half.

With those two on the bench, 
the Cavaliers started to chip away 
and found themselves trailing just 
30-27 at halftime. The start of the 
second half found NNC doing 
what is becoming all too regular 
this season: a long offensive 
drought. Concordia used it to go 
on a big run and seemingly take 
control, but Stockett tied it up at 
60-60 with two minutes to play.

Concordia then went on a 11- 
4 run to close out the game, win
ning 71-64. Stockett ended up 
with 20 points and ten rebounds, 
McBride had 14 points, LaMark 
Judkins had 12, Effinger had 11 
and Scott Bishop grabbed ten re- 
boimds.

The Crusaders are now tied 
for fourth in the conference two 
and a half games behind South
ern Oregon. We are 11-16 (7-5). 
NNC hits the road this Friday to 
play at Cascade College. Start 
saving up your money so you can 
go to the game at Albertson on 
February 12.
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The ten greatest movies from that decade, the 80s
by Nathan Hydes 
Opinions Ediitor

1. Planes, Trains, and 
AutomobUes (1987)

Planes, Trains, and Automobiles 
isn’t only the best movie of the 80s, 
but it is arguably the best of movie 
of all time. Some people would say 
that a comedy could never be the 
greatest movie, but simply put, this 
movie has it all. It’s exciting, heart
warming, and most of all it’s hilari
ous.

The movie is about two guys try-

. The plot may sound less than thrill
ing, but the situations Martin and 
Candy get in are amazingly funny. 
Neal Page (Steve Martin) is a straight- 
laced marketing executive who acci
dentally meets up with Del Griffith 
(John Candy), a shower-curtain ring 
salesman who is an annoying, yet 
loveable slob.

John Candy and Steve Martin 
make a great team. The laughs con
tinue from start to finish, and every 
scene is worth memorizing and quot
ing to friends. If you want a great 
movie, I couldn’t recommend a bet
ter movie than Planes, Trains, arul 
Automobiles.

2. Raiders of the Lost 
Ark (1981)

The verdict is in. Raiders o f the 
Lost Ark \% the best action movie of 
all time. This 150 minute epic was a 
huge success in the early 80s, and it 
continues to be one of the top selling

movies in the country 18 years later.
The action sequences in the 

movie are great. The movie is a little 
unbelievable at times, but it’s Indiana 
Jones. He can get away with it, with
out making it seem silly or too far
fetched.

George Lucas will probably al
ways be known for his work on the 
Star Wars films, but in my humble 
opinion, the Indiana Jones movies are 
his greatest achievement with Raid
ers o f the Lost Ark being the crown
ing glory.

3. Back to the Future 
(1985)

Great Scot! What a great movie. 
Michael J. Fox and Christopher Lloyd 
may be the most unlikely team to star 
in a movie, but they pull it off nicety.

Everybody loves the idea of time 
travel. Isn’t it exciting to think that 
you could go back in time and change 
your future? I saw this when I was 
seven. Some movies fade with time, 
but this one is just as good now as it 
was then. I don’t even mind the Huey 
Lewis and the News music which is 
played throughout the film.

One of the greatest things about 
this movie is the originality of it. I 
can’t think of many movies that are 
as creative or interesting .

The two sequels were good too, 
but the first is definitely the best.

4. Stand by Me (1986)

. .  . ", ^  ■

In the tradition of nothing before 
it comes the movie. Stand by Me. 
Many people are surprised to learn 
that this exciting and emotional 
movie was written by Stephen King.

The movie takes place in the 
mid-50s, and is built around four 12- 
year old boys who sneak away to find 
the body of a classmate named Ray 
Brower who was hit by a train. The 
body of the young boy was never 
found by police, and the four kids are 
determined to find him and be on the

i u c l  e 'O O t 'r H j I ' /

five o’clock news.
The story was originally called 

‘The Body” and appeared in the book 
Four Seasons by Stephen King which 
also contained ‘The Shawshank Re
demption.”

The all-star cast includes River 
Phoenix, Wil Wheaton, Corey 
Feldman, Kiefer Sutherland, John 
Cusack and Richard Dreyfuss.

5. Creepshow (1981)

Being scared has never been so 
much fun. Creepshow combined two 
of the best horror film minds, Stephen 
King and the lesser-known George 
Romero (Dawn of the Dead) to come 
up with this masterpiece. Most hor
ror movies in the 80s were cheesy, 
and they all had the typical sex scene 
and buckets of orange stuff that was 
supposed to look like blood.

Cteepshow doesn't rely on gore 
and piles of corpses to entertain. In
stead, it gives us five short stories. 
Five terrifying and interesting stories 
that are guaranteed to make you sleep 
with the lights on for the next few 
nights.

When you think of 80s horror 
movies, you usually think of Friday 
the I3th and Nightmare on Elm St., 
and other movies that involve pretty 
cool death scenes, but basically weak 
plots. Creepshowis refreshing and is 
one movie you can watch over and 
over again and still get scared every 
time.
6. Die Hard (1988)

There have been so many mov
ies where one guy has to go up against 
a huge group of bad guys. The odds 
are against him, but somehow he 
overcomes those odds, and the bad 
guys can’t seem to kill him. He Just 
keeps turning up like a bad penny.

Die Hard fits this description,

- i j i r y s r i j  !)i -p llts f i' k 'l jO 'r t - i  ‘i l i t  n - «  k

but the way it is different is that it 
was the first. It inspired many mov
ies to come in following years.

This movie highlights Bruce 
Willis’ career. It was after Moonlight
ing and before Mercury Rising.

Die Hard is a blow ‘em up ac
tion movie, but it goes beyond just 
that. By the time the movie is com
ing to the end, you can’t help but 
stand up and cheer for the good guy. 
This is a must-see for anyone who has 
ever enjoyed an action flick.

7. Ferris B ueller’s 
Day Off (1986)

Ferris Bueller's Day O ff is a 
movie about nothing. The sim
plicity of it is amazing. It's about 
a kid who plays hookey and de
cides to have a day on the town 
with his best friend Cameron cmd 
his girlfriend Sloan.

Some people don't get the 
movie. They find it extremely bor
ing and stupid. But they miss the 
point. Ferris Bueller's Day OffisNt 
trying to get the audience lost in 
plot twists. It simply wants to 
show you a day in the life of a very 
creative high school kid who 
Skips one day of school and 
spends the rest of the movie try
ing not to get caught.

This is just one of those mov
ies you have to see to appreciate. 
So if you haven't seen it, I suggest 
you rent it.

8. The Naked Gun 
(1988)

The Naked Gun is stupid. You 
have to realize this b^ore you 
watch it. This isn't dry or clever

humor. It's the kind of humor that 
hits you over the head with its 
bluntness.

Even though this movie 
won't challenge your intellect, it 
will have you rolling on the floor 
and finding your cheeks aching 
from laughing for 90 straight min
utes.

It is by the creators of Air
plane! and Hot Shots, but it sur
passes both of these movies by far. 
Slapstick movies aren't always 
great. As a matter of fact, a lot of 
them stink. Dracula, Dead and Lov
ing It and Spy Hard are both ter
rible movies. They're in the same 
category as the Naked Gun, but 
they can't compare. The Naked 
Gun may possibly be the funniest 
movie of all time. How many 
other movies have a scene where 
Reggie Jackson tries to kill the 
queen of England?
9. Return of the Jedi 
(1983)

As much as I hate being 
trendy, this is a. great movie. 
There's no two ways about it. Al
though it's sad when Yoda dies, 
this movie has many redeemmg 
qualities. Since all of us have seen 
it about 14 times. I'm not going to 
go into great detail about this 
movie other than saying it's a 
good one.

10. Lethal Weapon 2 
(1989)

This movie makes the list not 
only because it's a great movie, 
but because it's the only movie I 
can think of where the sequel is 
better than the first one.

The first Lethal Weapon is 
good, but it doesn't flow as well 
as the second one. The two main 
characters (Mel Gibson and 
Darmy Glover) spend most of the 
first movie fighting and yelling at 
each other. By the time part two 
comes around, they're good bud
dies and the movie has a lighter 
feel to it. The chemistry between 
Gibson and Glover is great.

Lethal Weapon 2 has great 
action scenes as well as some hi
larious parts with Joe Pesci as Leo 
Getz. All four of the films in the 
series are good, but two is the best.
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ShowTimes
In Nampa This Week

CineplexOdeon
465-4957

Thin Red Line R ■ 350 800 
Stepmom PG-13 • 330 630 930 
She’s All That PG-13 - 435 700 920 
Varsity Blues R - 415 730 955 
You've Got Mail PG - 400 715 940 
Patch Adams PG-13 - 530 750 1010

Linden 3 
454-8687

Gloria R - 510 730 940 
Virus R - 930 
A Bug’s Life G - 520 715 
A Civil Action PG-13 - 500 720 935

Nam pa Frontier Cinem as 
467-7469

Babe: Pig in the City G - 700

Karcher Reel Theatre 
377-2620

Babe:Pig in the City G 200 350 535 
730

Meet Joe Black PG-13-915 
I Still Know What You Did Last Sum

mer R - 445 900 
Vampires R - 220 700

The theatres listed above reserve the 
right to change their showtimes with
out notice.

Call for showtime information 
at the following cinemas:
The Flicks 342-4222 
Edwards 21 377-1700

Possum by Ryan Close

Will Saddam take it sitting down this time?
Since nobody else has been able 

to, I came up with a plan for deal
ing with Saddam Hussein.

As you know if you pay atten
tion to foreign affairs, Saddam 
Hussein is the head honcho of 
Iraq, which may or may not be the 
same country as Iran. We hate 
Saddam because he's always go
ing on TV and smirking and say
ing things about us. We're not sure 
what he says, because he deliber
ately speaks in a foreign language, 
but a classified Central Intelli
gence Agency analysis recently 
leaked to The New York Times 
said, "We think one of the words

> is 'wiener heads.'"
Every few months we, as a na

tion, just get FED UP with 
Saddam, and we fire a batch of 
high-tech, extremely accurate 
missiles - supplied by concerned 
taxpayers for roughly $1 million 
per missile - at strategic buildings 
in Iraq. Then our leaders display 
aerial photographs showing that 
we have destroyed these build
ings, vanquished them, really

> kicked their butts. This makes ev
erybody feel better for 25 minutes, 
then we see Saddam on the tube 
AGAIN, wearing his stupid beret, 
rubbing us the wrong way, until

Dave 
Barry

Syndicated humor 
columnist

finally we just can't STAND it any 
more and we whack some MORE 
Iraqi buildings.

Perhaps you're wondering: 
"Why are we shooting buildings? 
Why don 't we aim these ex
tremely accurate missiles at 
Saddam? Or, better yet, why not 
take care of the problem by giv
ing the million dollars, in un
marked bills, to an extremely ac
curate person with a name like 
Vincent 'Vinny The Polyp' Sar
coma?"

The answer is that, under fed
eral law, we are not allowed to kill 
a foreign leader, even if he is re
ally ticking us off. We can kill 
OTHER people who happen to be 
in the foreign leader's country, 
especially if they are inside the 
buildings we shoot. But legally we 
may not kill the actual foreign 
leader personally. This may not 
make a ton of sense, but it's fed
eral law, and we must obey it, just 
as we must obey other federal

laws that we do not understand. 
(Speaking of which, Kenneth Starr 
has obtained evidence strongly 
indicating that Bill Clinton and 
Monica Lewinsky DID, on De
cember 3,1997, at approximately 
4:42 p.m., remove the tag from a 
mattress; you will hear much 
more on this in the months and 
years to come.)

So this is the problem: We can't 
shoot Saddam, and it doesn't 
seem to bother him when we 
shoot his buildings. Is there a so
lution? Yes. It is a solution that 
requires us to unleash a force that, 
frankly, most of us would rather 
not even think about — perhaps 
the most feared, the most deadly, 
the most evil force that the human 
race was ever foolish enough to 
create. That's right: plumbing.

I conceived of this plan after 
receiving a fascinating document 
from alert mechanical engineer 
Keith Ritter. The document was 
written by Julius Ballanco, presi
dent of JB Engineering and Code 
Consulting; it was published in 
the October 1998 issue of PM En
gineering, and it is entitled "Vio
lently Fracturing Water Closets," 
which I assume I do not need to 
tell you would be an excellent

name for a rock band.
"Violently Fracturing Water 

Closets" begins with a chilling 
story: An individual — described 
in the Ballanco article only as "an 
individual" — flushes a toilet in a 
high-rise building and is "injured 
by flying shards of vitreous 
china."

Needless to say, this incident 
raised a question in Mr. Ballanco's 
mind, namely: Wouldn't "The Fly
ing Shards" also be an excellent 
name for a rock band?

No, seriously, the question it 
raised was: What caused the wa
ter closet to fracture violently? 
This question led to a series of 
experiments at (I am not making 
any of this up) the Stevens Insti
tute of Technology in Hoboken, 
N.J., in which different amounts 
of pressurized air were introduced 
into a plumbing system. The re
sult was several pages of ex
tremely scientific-looking charts 
and graphs, plus a really cool 
time-sequence photograph of a 
toilet exploding.

Here is the question: We cannot 
legally kill a foreign leader, but 
does it state, anywhere in our 
body of federal law, that we can
not cause a foreign leader's com

mode to fracture violently while 
he is using it? To answer that ques
tion, I called the United States 
Supreme Court, but it was Sun
day during the NFL playoffs and 
nobody answered. I view that as 
a ruling in my favor. If the Su
preme Court had wanted to, it 
could easily have had a recording 
saying something like, "We are 
not in session today, but it is ille
gal to blow up Saddam Hussein's 
toilet."

So I say we get our top military 
and plumbing scientists together 
at the Stevens Institute of Technol
ogy and develop a high-tech com
puterized "smart" air-pressure 
delivery system targeting Saddam 
— or, as he will come to be scorn
fully called behind his back, 
"Shard Butt." THAT would wipe 
the smirk off his face and cause 
him to come running to the bar
gaining table! We'd definitely 
want him to clean up first.

Dave Barry is a humor columnist 
for the Miami Herald.

Write to him c/o Tropic Magazine, 
The Miami Herald, One Herald Plaza, 

Miami FL 33132.

©1998, The Miami Herald, Distributed 
by Tribune Media Services, Inc.
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Pilbert® by Scott Adams

^ O Q ,  H AVt VOU EVER ^  
NOTICED t h a t  t h e
PEOPLE WITH THE MOST 
F xp raT F K jrF  a b f  *tuf

I

8
i

't \ '<  PLA.N 15 TO SPEND 
THE REST OF r>V LIFE 
I N  AN OLD COFFEE 
CAN, EX PER IEN C IN G

HOu) WAS VOUR ) 
FIRST WEEK OF 
IfA /A O R T A L lTV ? J

' ALICE, WE LOST OUR 
BIGGEST CUSTOMER 
BECAUSE TOU ^M55EO 

, THE R E G  DEADLINE.

THAT'S BECAUSE ^  
SA ID  ALL OVERNIGHT 
K A IL  MUST GO THROUGH 
TOUR EMIL AND LAIV 

. SECRETARY.

SO VOU’RE PROBABLY 
GOING TO APOLOGIZE 
AND GIVE N\£ A BONUS 
FOR KY I 
EFFORT. I

Dilbert® is the property of United Media Services. Used by permission. 
T/ie Crusader does not sanction or advocate occupations and working.

 ̂ Top Ten Reje c te d 
° Proposed Class Gifts

10. Marriott lutefisk bar.
9. Observation deck to convert Gock 

tower into tourist attraction.
8. Drawbridge over Elijah Drain.
7. Convert soccer field into skeet shooting 
I range so freshman can shoot day 
m pidgeons from the dorm rooms.
6. Forty foot statue of Poorly Drawn Man.
5. Escalator forthe Prayer Chapel.
4  Vegetable Prayer Garden dedicated to 

Science students.
3. Stuffed ducks from Elijah drain.
2. New seat cushions for Swayne 

^  Auditorium (to be used in the event of a 
water landing or teary chapel).

1. Cover basketball court with Astro-TUrf.
Sabmitted at Top Ten Cafeby: 
I David Stillman.

111

This list is proudly sponsored by.

Top Ten C afe
e Thursdays *9-12

Fill your stamp cards for 
I free drinks this week.

Employment
Opportunity

Need a F/T or P/T job?

Teach independent living 
skills to children and adults 
with disabilities.

Various schedules between 
8axn-6pni. Will work around 
school schedules. $6/hr.

For more informations call 
Stephanie @ Community 
Partnerships, 376-4999, or 
apply in Nampa @ 14 12th 
Ave S. Suite 214.

***Act Now***

Last Chance to reserve your 
spot for Spring Break!

Group Discount for 6+.

Call Leisure Tours for South 
Padre, Cancun, Jamaica and 
Florida.

1 - 800- 838-8203
www.leisuretours.com

Poorly Drawn Man - by David Stillman
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a farce by neil simon
directed by joey boerner
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NNC Science Lecture Hall
Buy tickets at door or at the NNC Bookstore 467-8844
Adults $4 • NNC Staff - Faculty $3 • Students - Seniors - Children $2
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